Petition for Regulatory Change
Submitted to: Office of Administrative Law
Date: [Insert Date]
Petitioner Information:
Name: Pat Wright
Address: 4515 Panorama Dr., La Mesa, CA 91941
Phone: (619) 303-0645 or cell (619) 757-7426
Email: CLIFFNotes@legalizeferrets.org
I am submitting this petition as both an individual and as a representative of LegalizeFerrets.org, an organization dedicated to the legalization of domestic ferrets as pets in California.

Subject of the Petition:
This petition requests the amendment of the regulation banning domestic ferrets as pets in California, specifically as enforced by the California Department of Fish and Game and codified in Title 14, Section 671 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR).

Basis for the Petition:
1. Violation of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA):
The original ban on domestic ferrets, enacted in 1931, predates the establishment of the APA and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL). As a result, this regulation has never been subjected to the rigorous procedural and evidentiary requirements that California law now mandates. Since the APA’s passage in 1945, all state regulations are required to follow a formal process, including the collection of public testimony, environmental impact assessments, and the consideration of scientific evidence. The ferret ban fails to meet these modern standards.
2. Failure to Update or Reassess the Regulation:
The current ferret ban, codified under Title 14, Section 671, has never been reviewed or reassessed in light of significant advances in our understanding of animal domestication. The ban continues to rely on outdated assumptions rather than contemporary evidence, violating the APA’s principles of transparency, public participation, and reliance on substantial evidence. Given the lack of proper procedural review, the OAL should require the California Fish and Game Commission to re-examine this regulation under APA standards.
3. Absence of Evidence:
There is no substantive evidence that domestic ferrets pose a risk to native wildlife or agricultural interests. As pets, ferrets are domesticated animals, similar to cats and dogs, and pose no unique threat justifying their continued classification as prohibited. The ban is based on outdated assumptions, and there is a substantial body of scientific evidence demonstrating that ferrets do not have the detrimental impact claimed by proponents of the ban.
4. Obstacles to Reassessing the Regulation:
Despite multiple efforts by stakeholders and concerned citizens to bring the issue of domestic ferret ownership back into the public forum, the California Department of Fish and Game has consistently resisted calls for reassessment. Public input has been disregarded, and petitions requesting a review of the ban have largely been ignored. These actions further underscore the lack of transparency and public participation in the continued enforcement of the ferret ban. This resistance has obstructed efforts to bring the regulation in line with modern legal and scientific standards, denying Californians the opportunity to have their voices heard on this important issue.

Requested Action:
I respectfully request that the Office of Administrative Law review and determine whether the ferret ban under Title 14, Section 671, complies with the APA and related statutes. Specifically, I am requesting the following actions:
1. Amendment of Title 14, Section 671:
Amend the regulation to remove domestic ferrets from the list of restricted species in California, as their classification was improperly enacted and lacks the necessary scientific and procedural support. The amendment would allow the legal ownership of domestic ferrets, with any reasonable conditions for their care or housing, such as rabies vaccinations or registration, if necessary.

Supporting Documents:
I have attached the following documents in support of this petition:
  Exhibit A:
Fish and Game Code §2116
This section defines "wild animals" for regulatory purposes, highlighting how ferrets do not meet the definition of a wild animal based on their long history of domestication.
  Exhibit A2:
Fish and Game Code §2116.5
Provides further clarification on what constitutes a “domestic” animal, supporting the classification of ferrets as domesticated pets rather than wild animals.
  Exhibit B:
Proof of Domestic Status
Documents and expert opinions demonstrating that domestic ferrets (Mustela putorius furo) have been bred and kept as pets for thousands of years, similar to cats and dogs.
  Exhibit C:
California Civil Code §655
This section defines what constitutes “property” in California, supporting the argument that domestic animals like ferrets should be legally recognized as personal property, which citizens have the right to own.
  Exhibit D:
Ferret Bite Statistics
Presents data showing that ferret bites are rare and less dangerous than bites from other common pets, such as dogs and cats. This counters the argument that ferrets pose a significant risk to public safety.
  Exhibit D2:
Ferret Rabies Vaccine
Documents the existence and effectiveness of ferret rabies vaccines, addressing concerns about ferrets transmitting rabies and supporting the case for regulated ownership (similar to dogs and cats).
  Exhibit E:
Original Environmental Report
Provides the environmental review used to justify the original ferret ban, demonstrating that this review is outdated and does not reflect current scientific understanding or environmental realities.
  Exhibit E2:
Peer-Reviewed Environmental Report
Offers updated, peer-reviewed environmental studies that show domestic ferrets do not pose a threat to California’s wildlife or ecosystems, countering the original justification for the ban.
  Exhibit F:
Legal Status of Ferrets in 48 States
Shows that ferrets are legal in 48 other states, without any documented environmental or public safety issues, reinforcing that California’s ban is an outlier and based on outdated information.
  Exhibit G:
Lack of Feral Ferret Populations
Presents evidence that feral populations of domestic ferrets have not developed in any states where ferrets are legal, countering fears that allowing ferrets as pets in California would lead to feral populations that could harm wildlife.

Conclusion:
The current ferret ban is outdated and unjustified. It does not comply with the procedural or substantive requirements of California law. I respectfully request that the OAL review this regulation and take appropriate action to amend it, in the interest of fairness, transparency, and public benefit.
Thank you for your consideration of this petition.
Sincerely,
Pat Wright
LegalizeFerrets.org
4515 Panorama Dr., La Mesa, CA 91941
(619) 303-0645 or cell (619) 757-7426
CLIFFNotes@legalizeferrets.org

