Pat Wright
LegalizeFerrets.org
4515 Panorama Dr
La Mesa, CA 91941
619-757-7426
CLIFFNotes@legalizeferrets.org
December 10th, 2020
Assemblyman Kelly Seyarto
41391 Kalmia St, Ste. 220
Murrieta, CA 92562

Dear Assemblyman Seyarto,
Congratulations on winning a seat in the state assembly. I was happy that you, even before being elected answered my question about ferret legalization. I was hoping we could have met before now but let me make my case in this letter.
Domestic ferrets are legal in 48 states. There is no documented case of feral ferrets or ferrets causing harm except the rare bite incident which seem to happen every several years.
The real opposition to ferret legalization comes from the Sierra Club and the PETA back portion of the HSUS.
The Sierra Club is concerned about global warming and climate change.  The pet food industry produces a lot of meat. Meat production is cited as a major cause of global warming. 
The PETA backed faction of the Humane Society is opposed to pet ownership in general:
“We at PETA very much love the animal companions who share our homes, but we believe that it would have been in the animals’ best interests if the institution of “pet keeping”—i.e., breeding animals to be kept and regarded as “pets”—never existed.”
(https://www.peta.org/about-peta/why-peta/pets/)

Thus, both organizations, along with others simply state “we don’t need another pet in California.” Since 2004 there has been a conspiracy of keeping the ferret issue out of public discussion. But that simply is not fair.
Prior to that we had opposition from the Fish and Game Commission, but they have not enforced the law for, now – going on decades. I was told by Eric Sklar, F&G President, he does not care if people have ferrets or not. But they will not act on the issue because they would be sued by “the environmentalists.”
In more recent years I have been told by legislators I have approached, there is not enough support in the legislature for ferret legalization legislation. 
But the history of the two most recent legalization attempts do not show that:
AB-647 Wild animals: domestic ferrets.(2005-2006)
8-15-2005 	Senate Appropriations	Passed 13 to 0
6-28-05	Sen Natural Resources and Water 	9 to 0
5-31-2005 	Assembly Floor	68 to 6
4-26-2005	Asm Water, Parks and Wildlife	8 to 2
The bill was placed in the suspense file to die.
Before that – 
SB-89 Wild animals: domestic ferrets.(2003-2004)

08/26/04	Senate Floor	26 to 2
08/24/04	Assembly Floor	64 to 12
08/12/04	Asm Appropriations	18 to 1
06/08/04	Asm Water, Parks and Wildlife	12 to 1
06/04/03	Senate Floor	31 to 5
05/29/03	Sen Appropriations	8 to 2
04/07/03	Sen Appropriations	13 to 0
03/11/03	Sen Natural Resources and Wildlife	6 to 0
SB89 was vetoed by Governor Schwarzenegger, who called for an Environmental Impact Report before he would support such a measure.  That probably was not the real reason because he was familiar with ferrets. I would love to know who put the pressure on him. During his campaign for Governor, he assured us that if a ferret bill made it to his desk, he would sign it.
We commissioned an Environmental Report to the Fish and Game Commission in hopes of getting one started. We were told by consultants to get one prepared in hopes the Commission would be come the lead agency. They never agreed to it. It took them ten years to read it. It is enclosed. I do not expect you to read the whole thing, I am attaching a synopsis on top of it.
Basically, it says that domestic ferrets can not go feral except on an island ecosystem with an absence of predators and an abundance of prey. Furthermore, those ferrets do not have much chance of surviving unless they have polecat blood, ferret-polecat hybrids. 
There you have it. The ferret issue is a real can of worms for any politician brave (or foolish) enough to get involved. 
Never-the-less, please consider this our official request for you to do just that – introduce a bill to legalize ferrets in California.

Respectfully,

Pat Wright
LegalizeFerrets.org
