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The Case for Legalizing Domestic Ferrets in California

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THE DOMESTIC FERRET, Mustela putorius furo, IS A DOMESTICATED ANIMAL.

Except for California, the domestic ferret is legal in every state on the continent (48). In 40 of these it
never was illegal. These states understood from the beginning the true nature of this animal, which has been
domesticated since early Greek and Roman times. It is mentioned in the Bible in the book of Leviticus as early
as 1490 BC.

Several other mainland states made the same mistake as California in classifying it as a wild animal.
All of these have now corrected their error and legalized domestic ferrets in their states, generally with the full
suppport of their wildlife agencies, leaving California as the only state on the continent to restrict domestic
ferrets, a tame family pet.

Refer to:
Exhibit No. Page No. Exhibit No. Page No.
1 22 29 232
1A 23 31 239
1B 24 38 255
1C 25 40 275
1D 26 41 276
1E 29 51 329
8A 121 52 332

THE DOMESTIC FERRET IS NOT A THREAT TO AGRICULTURE OR TO NATIVE WILDLIFE.

Repeated surveys have shown no indication that domestic ferrets have ever escaped and established
feral populations anywhere in this country (Exhibits 2, 42, and 50). This, despite a history of being here for
over 200 years and despite a current population in the millions.

This animal, after 30 centuries of domestication, has lost both hunting instincts and fear of predators.
Consequently, life expectancy of domestic ferrets that wander off is estimated at three to five days (Exhibits
39, 42 and 44).

Domestic ferrets do not and cannot exist in the wild. Therefore they cannot be a threat to
wildlife.



Refer to:

Exhibit No. Page No. Exhibit No. Page No.
2 39 38 255
3 71 39 273
3A 100 41 276
3B 101 42 201
6 106 44 302
7 107 45 304
10 127 46 308
12 134 47 313
13 139 48 316
16 146 50 321
27 206 52 332
29 232 53 355

THE DOMESTIC FERRET IS ONE OF THE SAFEST COMPANION ANIMALS AROUND.

Domestic ferrets are fairly small animals, about 12-16” long and weighing from 2-5 pounds. They
sleep 15-20 hours a day and are described as “docile and catlike” (Exhibit 5, US Department of Health).

Serious bite injuries by dogs are 200 times more likely than by ferrets, after giving effect to
differences in population sizes: 44,000 serious bites per year for dogs, 12 per year for ferrets (Exhibit 17,
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association).

Since domestic ferrets are housebound and largely cagebound, their exposure to rabies vectors is
minimal. This shows up in the Annual Summaries of Rabies Surveillance 1984-1990 by the Centers for Disease
Control: 2,240 rabid dogs, 2,310 rabid cats, 10 rabid ferrets (only 12 ever recorded in the USA) (Exhibit 21).

Since the development of a ferret rabies vaccine and the issuance of a new Compendium of Animal
Rabies Control in 1998, in which ferrets receive the same treatment as cats and dogs, rabies is no longer an
issue.

“Ferrets . . . are considered to be easily handled and relatively nondangerous.”
—Department of Agriculture, Federal Register, March 31, 1987

Refer to:

Exhibit No. Page No. Exhibit No. Page No.
11 132 20 170
17 154 21 174
17A 155 41 276
18 157 52 332

19 163
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THE IMPACT OF DOMESTIC FERRETS ON ANIMAL CONTROL AGENCIES IS MINIMAL.

The almost negligible impact on animal control agencies stems from the nature of the animal.
Domestic ferrets do not bond to a house and, as a result, almost never are allowed to run loose like a cat or a
dog. The few ferrets that do show up in animal control are usually the result of an oversight on the part of the
owner which allows a ferret to wander off.

A survey made a few years ago of 48 animal control agencies in 29 states revealed that they

received an average of 7 ferrets out of from 5,000-60,000 total animals reczived each year. Thesz were
usually quickly adoptea out through ferret clubs and shelters.

Rerer to:
Exhibit No. Page No.
25 190
28 207
43 300
IN CONCLUSION.

In 1997 Proclamations by the governors of New Hampshire and Massachusetts resulted in Ferret
Appreciation Day and Ferret Freedom Day, respectively. Excerpts:

“Whereas, ferrets have earned and won a place in the hearts and minds of the citizens of New
Hampshire by bringing them unlimited joy and happiness; . . .”

—Jeanne Shaheen, Governor of New Hampshire

“Whereas: This bill dispelled the ignorance, prejudice, and misinformation surrounding
ferrets, allowing these animals to serve their owners as sources of joy and companionship,
and . ..”

—William F. Weld, Governor of Massachusetts

‘This is the same animal (Mustela putorius furo) that the California Department of Fish and Game has
been fighting for over a decade to prevent legalizing. What is different is the wildlife agency. In Massachusets
the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife co-sponsored the bill that legalized domestic ferrets in that state.

In 1997, AB 363, a bill to legalize domestic ferrets in California, passed the Assembly by a landslide
vote of 64 to 8. Although the author was a Republican, 30 of the 64 votes were from Democrats, indicating
broad bipartisan support. Unfortunately, the bill died in the Senate Appropriations Committee without being
voted on after the chairman put it in “suspense.”

“Thrice armed is he who fights with just cause.”
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Presentation by Floyd L. Carley
California Domestic Ferret Association

CALIFORNIA FISH & GAME MEETING
August 3-4, 1995
Santa Rosa, California

I would like to thank the California Fish and Game Commission for this
opportunity to present the case for legalizing ferrets here in California. When I say "ferrets"
I am referring to Domestic Ferrets and not the wild Black-footed Ferret, which is nearly extinct.

The principal overriding issue is, I believe, "Are domestic ferrets wild animals, "
or, are they likely to "go wild"; i.e., establish feral populations that could be a threat to
California wildlife?

Two questions are tied together - If wild, where are they wild?

I regard to the first part, "Are they wild?" I would like to call attention to a letter
(Exhibit 1) dated May 3, 1994 from the U.S. Department of Agriculture stating that they do not
consider the ferret to be a wild animal, but rather a domestic pet. This is also the opinion of
the American Museum of Natural History, the Zoological Society of San Diego, the New York
Zoological Society, the American Veterinary Medical Association, and practically every
reputable expert in the field, all of whom state that the Domestic Ferret is a domesticated
animal. (Exhibit 1A, B [this is particularly instructive in that the USDA lists the Domestic
Ferret as a "non-dangerous" pet-type animal] and C - 23 experts and authoritative references).
This is a fact that is generally regarded as being beyond dispute.

Regarding the second point: "Do these tame animals *go wild’ and establish feral
populations?” I would like to call attention to letters of reply (Exhibit 2) from Departments of
Fish & Game (or equivalent) from all 50 states. We wrote to each state asking if they were
aware of any wild ferret populations in their states. The replies were negative, and they were
unanimous--not one agency in any state in the country knew of any feral ferret population in
their state.

I suggest tnat these findings should be considered in the context of the following

facts:
A. Domestic ferrets were first introduced into the United States over 200
years ago;
B. They are now legal in 48 states;
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C. There are estimated to be approximately 7-8 million domestic ferrets in
the country at this time.

So, despite the long timeframe of their presence in this country, and despite the
large numbers in existence here today, there is not a single instance where domestic ferrets have
become established in the wild. This indicates, I believe, the extreme unlikelihood of this ever
becoming a problem.

This assertion is further supported by a report from the U.S. Congress, Office of
Technology Assessment (Exhibit 10), entitled Harmful Non-Indigenous Species in the U.S.
which lists 9 domestic animals that have gone feral: burros, cats, dogs, European pigs, goats,
hogs, horses and sheep--but no feral ferrets --they are not listed. They have not gone feral.
(Exhibit 10, U.S. Congress Office of Technology Assessment).

We also wrote to the Departments of Agriculture in each state asking if
agricultural interests had been adversely affected by ferrets in their state. Again, the answer was
unanimous--no agricultural problems of any kind in any state due to ferrets. Copies of letters
of reply (Exhibit 3) from all 50 states attest to this fact. This also includes letters from the
poultry industry in California (Exhibits 3A and 3B). Plus letters from 11 other poultry
associations.

‘There are two important reasons for this absence of feral ferret populations:

1. The first is that 95% of the ferrets in the pet trade have been spayed or
neutered. Females in heat die of anemia if not bred, and un-neutered
males emit an unpleasant odor. Spaying and neutering solves both
problems and also prevents unwanted pregnancies which lead to over-
populations--such as we have with dogs and cats. SB 55, up for
reconsideration next January, has a spay and neuter clause.

2. The second, and probably primary, reason for the lack of feral populations
is that the life expectancy of ferrets that are deliberately released into the
wild or that accidentally wander off is from 3 to 5 days.

This latter fact is indicated in an advisory letter (Exhibit 4) to ferret owners from
the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection which states "Lost ferrets are
rarely found and usnally die soon after they escape.” The operative word here is soon.

Also, from U.S. Public Health Service Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta,
Georgia - Veterinary Public Health Notes, October 1980, "Pet Ferrets and Rabies" (Exhibit 5),
which says: "Escaped ferrets are not capable of establishing themselves in the wild - they are
not capable of long-term survival."”
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Also: Black-Footed Ferret Recovery Project (Exhibit 6); Wild Siberian Polecat
Experiment (Exhibit 7). The good news: Captive breeding program was successful. The bad
news: Releases are failing to survive. Dozens have been released - but have been all killed by
predators. It is preposterous to suggest that tame Domestic animals would do any better.

There are several reasons for this short life expectancy of stray ferrets:

a. One is starvation. They have been domesticated for over 2,000 years
(early Greek and Roman writers indicate ferrets preceded cats as domestic
pets). As a result, they do not know how to hunt. From an early age,
they expect to be fed processed food. If they are not fed, and they don’t
know how to hunt, they simply starve to death.

b. Also as a result of centuries of domestication, they are unafraid and
: therefore have no idea of how to avoid predation by foxes, bobcats,
coyotes, hawks, owls, and feral dogs and cats.

c. Finally, they cannot survive extreme temperatures. They generally die at
temperatures below freezing or above 90 degrees. Ambient temperatures
in all parts of California.

Thus, for all these reasons, feral populations of domestic ferrets simply do not
occur. Letters from all 50 states attest to this fact.

Domestic ferrets can now be legally owned in 48 states, and a bill legalizing
ferrets in Massachusetts is going forward with the support and sponsorship of the Department
of Fish & Game in that state, which would make it the 48th state, leaving California as the only
state on the mainland banning ferrets. This bill has already passed the House of Representatives
by a unanimous voice vote.

The most recent state to overturn their ban on ferrets was Michigan, where the
bill legalizing ferrets was signed into law last December 22 (1994). Incidentally, the vote in the
Michigan Senate to legalize ferrets was unanimous. ’

In addition to nearly all the states in this country, ferrets can also be legally
owned in all Canadian provinces and territories, in all of the British Isles, in all countries in
Europe (as far as we know), aud in Australia, New Zealand, Mexico, South America and
Japan.

I would now like to turn to the policy of the California Department of Fish &
Game in regard to domestic ferrets here in California.

In 1933, this domestic animal was mistakenly placed under the control of the
Department of Fish & Game, whose mandate is restricted solely to wild animals. To illustrate
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the point, the 1933 enabling statute was entitled: "The Importation and Transportation of Live
Wild Animals." Furthermore, an independent legislative history done by the Legislative Intent
Service in Sacramento indicates that it was never the intention of the Legislature to place this
or any other domestic animal under the control of the Department of Fish & Game whose
mandate by law is restricted solely to wild animals. See Exhibit 15.

Ferrets at this time were not widespread in California as family pets, and their
nature was not well understood. A few other states made the same mistake. However, most
of the others have corrected, or are correcting, their error. Some, through administrative action
(see City of Baltimore and State of Maine news release - Exhibit 8B - New Hampshire, Utah,
Vermont did the same thing.

Others did it through legislative action. The bills legalizing domestic ferrets in
Michigan and Massachusetts had the full support of their Department of Fish & Game. The
California Department of Fish & Game, on the other hand, has continued to ignore a massive
and ever-increasing mountain of evidence in order to maintain their claim to jurisdiction over
what is basically a tame family pet. In addition, they have conducted a continuing campaign of
misinformation regarding the domestic ferret.

A prime example of this is a letter from Boyd Gibbons (former Director of Fish
& Game) (Exhibit 9) and accompanying fact sheet sent to Speaker Willie Brown when a bill to
legalize ferrets in California was before the California Assembly last year. This letter, which
states Fish & Game’s position on this matter, and which was sent to all Assemblymen, has a
great many distortions, half-truths, and statements that are simply not true at all.

For example, Gibbons makes the statement in his letter that there is "no effective
ferret rabies” vaccine. This statement is contradicted by a letter from the USDA (August 27,
1992), "Imrab was tested in ferrets and found satisfactory for purity, safety, potency and
efficacy in accordance with the above standards.”

Also: Please refer to the letter from Rhone Merieux (Exhibit 11), manufacturer
of Imrab, the ferret rabies vaccine, indicating that it exceeds the efficiency level required for
cats and dogs.

Thus, these letrers stand in direct contradiction to the statement in the Gibbons’
letter that there is no effective ferret rabies vaccine.

Gibbons’ letter cites New Zealand as an example of domestic ferrets "escaping
into the wild" and establishing a feral population.

Let me tell you the truth about what really happened. These ferrets did not
"escape" in New Zealand. They were deliberately and systematically introduced into New
Zealand by the thousands over a period of 10 - 15 years in order to try to control a wild
population of exotic European hares. In 1884 alone, 3,000 ferrets were released for this purpose
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in Néw Zealand.

They failed to do the job, and as a result real wild animals (weasels, stoats and
polecats) were brought in. The ferrets there today are hybrids (Fitch Ferrets), a result of
interbreeding with its wild counterpart, the polecat. Thus, even when systematically pumped
into the wild by the thousands, they were unable to control the European hares and had to be
replaced by real wild animals.

This is all documented in a book entitled "Immigrant Killers" by Carolyn King.
Dr. King is Scientific Editor of the Royal Society of New Zealand and one of the world’s
leading experts on Mustelids (weasel-like animals).

New Zealand is an area cited by Mr. Gibbons as an example of potential problems
that could occur in California. Apparently, New Zealanders, who have had the most direct
experience with domestic ferrets, do not consider them as being much of a problem--they are’
legal today through all of New Zealand.

Did you note that date -- 18847 Mr. Gibbons’ letter states in the first paragraph
that their position is based upon the "best and most current information available.” Yet, what
he neglects to mention is that the New Zealand episode to which he refers occurred over 110
years ago. Since ferrets have been in the United States so long and are legal in so many states,
and there are so many, why did the California Department of Fish & Game find it necessary to
go back over a century, to an island 7,000 miles away and then to mis-state the crueial points
that the ferrets were: (1) not escapees, they were deliberately introduced by the thousands; and
(2) these supposedly vicious wild animals could not control the rabbit population and had to be
replaced with weasels, stoats and polecats, which are real wild animals.

Why couldn’t the California Department of Fish & Game simply have asked other
states for their experience? This is exactly what the State of New Hampshire did. They sent
a questionnaire to all other states (Exhibit 12). Based upon the answers received from all the
other states, New Hampshire promptly lifted the ban on ferrets -- which is what most other states
did.

This is such a simple and logical thing to do that it hegs the question -- why didn’t the California
Department of Fish & Game do the same and ask other states for their experience? It makes
you think that they probably did but didn’t like the answers they got so, instead, in their search
for support, they were reduced to going back in histery over a century, to an island a thirc of
the way around the world and then mis-stating the facts concerning that episode.

Similarly, the same letter to Willie Brown says that there was a feral population
of domestic ferrets on the San Juan Islands in the State of Washington. There were no details
given, other than to say that the climate was similar to that of the north coast of California.

Well, here are the details that were left out. Once more, the ferrets were not
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"escapees” but were deliberately introduced to try to control a colony of European rabbits. Mr.
Gibbons neglected to mention that -- a rather significant omission, since the question is "Do
Domestic Ferrets escape and establish feral populations in the wild? Or not?

In a letter (Exhibit 13) dated April 14, 1988, Thomas C. Juelson (Non-Game
Program Manager) of the State of Washington Department of Wildlife, said: "There are no
ferrets living in Washington that prey upon native wildlife . . . the rabbit population (on San
Juan Islands) dramatically decreased a few years ago, and I have been unable to find anyone who
has observed a ferret there since."

This letter was written in 1988, and states that ferrets had disappeared a few years
previously -- presumably in 1984 or 1985. Boyd Gibbons’ letter was written in 1994. Thus,
the population of ferrets to which he referred as evidence of feral populations had already
disappeared some nine or ten years prior to the time he wrote the letter to Willie Brown.

There are many other distortions in this letter and accompanying fact sheet. I
counted some 15-20 statements that were either false or highly questionable. I have provided
a copy (Exhibit 9) of it for your examination and would be glad to answer any questions in that
regard. Basically, you would have to categorize this letter as being very economical with the
truth.

Now I would like to turn to the social impact of the ban on domestic ferrets in
California. Since domestic ferrets are legal in nearly every other state in the union, many people
moving here unwittingly bring them, along with their dog or cat, and are shocked when their
pet ferrets are seized at the boarder.

The amount of unhappiness and heartbreak that causes cannot be over-estimated.
The loss of a beloved family pet is a trauma not quickly or easily forgotten.

The bonds of trust between a society and its government are weakened by this
kind of behavior -- it casts a shadow of suspicion over all other government agencies.

A very great wrong is being done to over 100,000 California ferret owners. They
have been criminalized and made fearful merely because they chose a pet that was legal in 48
other states. The Department of Fish & Game policy regarding domestic ferrets has
accomplished nothing -- except to cause needless and useless work throughout the whole
apparatus of their administrative and enforcement machinery - ard to cause dismay and anguish
among innocent people who are denied a pet of their choice.

We respectfully request that the Commission follow the lead of the other states -
- ask the Department of Fish & Game to stop opposing legislation -- and declare domestic ferrets
to be a domestic animal, which they unquestionably are, and therefore outside the jurisdiction
of the Department of Fish & Game and not subject to their control.
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The jailing of young Brent Utley, who is jailed in Blythe, California today, is a
monstrous example of what is wrong with the Department of Fish & Game’s policy regarding
pet ferrets. We hope very much that the Commission will see fit to change it.

Thank you.
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Presentation by Floyd L. Carley
California Domestic Ferret Association

CALIFORNIA FISH & GAME COMMISSION MEETING
November 2, 1985
San Diego, California

Mr. Chairman and Commission Members:

Although the Department of Fish & Game has responded to
some of the issues which were raised at the August meeting of the
Commission, it has not refuted them. The stubborn facts remain:
That all 50 states, including California, have reported, in
writing:

1. That domestic ferrets are not a threat to
agriculture in their state.

2. That there are no feral populations of domestic
ferrets in their state and, consequently, no threat
to wildlife.

Copies of all these letters were submitted at the August
meeting as Exhibits 2 and 3. We have extra copies on hand.

Now I would like to direct your attention to Exhibit 26,
which consists of two letters. These letters are already included
as parts of other exhibits, but have been separated out as Exhibit
26 for your convenience.

The first of these is one of the letters of reply from
the 50 states - to which we have just referred.

It is from the State of California - from the Department
of Food & Agriculture - from the Director. See Exhibit 26 - letter
from H. J. Voss, Director of the Department of Food and Agriculture
dated June 26, 1989.

The domestic ferret is as much like a polecat as a black
lab or a German shepherd is like a timberwolf.

This is explained in the second letter - from the
American Museum of Natural History. (Exhibit 26 - letter dated
September 25, 1995,

Well, it’s easy to understand what happened. He has
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confused the two species.

This is just what happened in 1933 when the domestic
ferret, a domestic animal, was mistakenly included in a list of
wild animals to be controlled by the Department of Fish & Game.

Now, a word about strays - we have shown that there are
no feral populations of domestic ferrets and the principal reason
for this is that the occasional stray ferret lasts only a few days
in the wild, and at the last meeting we gave the reasons for this.
If you recall, at the August meeting we provided advisory reports
from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and from
the U.S. Public Health Service - Centers for Disease Control, which
confirmed the very short life expectancy of domestic ferrets in the
wild. Today, we provide, additionally, an extract from the
Encyclopedia Americana in which Robert Ellarson of the University
of Wisconsin says, "The domestic ferret seldom survives in the wild
more than a few days". (Item 10, Exhibit 1E)

With regard to public health and safety, figures from the
Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association (JavMA) ,
shown in Exhibit 17, indicate that dogs are over 200 times more
likely to bite than ferrets. The bite incidence rate for dogs
using JAVMA data works out to 8.8 bites per year per 10,000 dogs,
and .04 bites per year per 10,000 ferrets. As you can see, bites
from ferrets are statistically insignificant.

For what are regarded as "serious" ("serious" is not
defined) bite injuries, the numbers are 44,000 per year for dogs
and 12 (not 12,000) per year for ferrets. For even more serious
injuries - requiring plastic surgery - the numbers are 16,000 per

year for dogs and 12 per year for ferrets. Even allowing for
differences in population (45-50mm dogs and 3mm ferrets, 1988), the
ferret numbers are inconsequential. This from the American
Veterinary Medical Association. (Exhibit 17)

With regard to rabies, at the August meeting it was
pointed out that an effective rabies vaccine for ferrets has been
approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, contrary to the
statements by the then Director of the Department of Fish & Game,
Boyd Gibbons. It should also be noted that studies at the French
National Center for the Study of Rabies have shown that ferrets do
not shed the rabies viius in their saliva, making the transmission
of rabies from a ferret bite virtually impossible. (Blancou &
Artois, 1982)

And not coincidentally, no one in the USA has ever
acquired rabies from a rabid ferret - which does seem to confirm
the French report that the rabies virus is not secreted in the
saliva of domestic ferrets. '
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The CDC Annual Summary of Rabies Surveillance from 13984-
1990 listed the following cases of rabies in animals:

Horses ' 701
Dogs 2240
Cats 2310
Cattle 3385
Ferrets 10 - Only 12 ever recorded in the USA

The remarkably small number of ferret cases is best
explained in a letter from the ASPCA. (Exhibit 38, page 267)

C & K REPORT

At the August meeting, we did not bring up the report
entitled "Pet European Ferrets" by Drs. Constantine and Kizer -
although we were well aware of it.

Nor were-'we planning to bring up this report today. But,
since it has been brought up by the Department of Health Services,
we are prepared to offer a rebuttal.

Exhibits 18 and 19 are critiques by qualified experts of
this advocacy piece. The review by Dr. Wellstead (Exhibit 18) is
particularly instructive, since one of his books is referenced in
this piece and he is cited several times. Dr. Wellstead, who holds
a Ph.D. in Zoology, is a published author and guest lecturer on the
subject of ferrets, with some 40 years experience in the field. He
is a world expert and is used as a reference by the authors.

If ferrets could sue for libel they would have a very
strong case. I think it suffices to say that this ugly piece of
taxpayer financed propaganda was politically motivated, it was
designed specifically to discredit domestic ferrets, and was done
at the request of the Department of Fish & Game, as the authors
admit in the report. It is laced with falsehoods and distortions,
of which I will offer some examples:

Exhibit 22 is a list dated March 6, 1986 compiled by Dr.
Constantine, and shows Chio, Washington and Massachusetts as states
with "Reproducing Feral Ferret Populations". Here is what the
states themselves have to say about this matter: (See Exhibit 22)

Exhibit 23 shows three excerpts, all of thew warning
against the threat of feral populations of domestic ferrets,
particularly to poultry. I would like to comment on these, as
follows:

First, as we know from advice from all 50 states,
there are no feral populations of domestic ferrets.
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Secondly, with regard to the threat to poultry, let
me read letters from the California Poultry Industry
(Exhibits 3A and 3B). 1In addition, Exhibit 24 consists
of letters from 10 other poultry associations in
different parts of the country.

This report is not a serious document with it’s reckless
disregard for the truth.

The critiques by Drs. Wellstead and Hoffman have put this
propaganda piece in its proper perspective but, to indicate the low
regard which other states have for it, the following states have
lifted their ban on ferrets since it first came out:

1988 - "Pet European Ferrets" published

1990 - Georgia lifted the ban on ferrets

1991 - Vermont lifted the ban on ferrets

1992 - New Hampshire lifted the ban on ferrets
1993 - Utah lifted the ban on ferrets

1994 - Michigan lifted the ban on ferrets

1996 - Massachusetts lifted the ban on ferrets

Interesting footnote: This Report states that 3 people
in California were attacked by rabid ferrets. Yet only 1 rabid
ferret was ever reported in California. The same ferret would have
had to attack all 3 people.

This 1is not a document worthy of any serious
consideration - in fact, it’s an embarrassment to California, and
it was requested by the Department of Fish & Game.

Mr. Treanor asked me to provide copies of any additional
information which we intended to provide the Commission. We sent
several additional exhibits on September 29 and asked to be
provided with copies of any written information that the Department
of Fish & Game was planning to submit. Mr. Treanor said he would
supply us with a copy of the Department’s information as it became
available.

Apparently, it never becane available because we never
received any written information.

What we did receive were two letters, one each, from the
Department of Fish & Game and Department of Health Services stating
their position and their concerns. I counted the word "concerns"
9 times in the 2 letters. They seem to be very long on ‘concerns®
but pretty short on facts. There was nothing substantive in their
letters.
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Please refer to the letter to Mr. Treanor from Mr. Kevin
Reilly of DHS dated October 2, 1995. Refer to third paragraph.

I can only conclude that Mr. Reilly’s universe must be
pretty small - probably not much bigger than Sacramento. It
certainly does not include Atlanta, Georgia, where the CDC has an
entirely different opinion of what to do about ferret bites - See
Exhibit 5A. (middle of second page.)

This is a far cry from Mr. Reilly's prescription - which -

is "Kill them and test whether or not they have been completely
housebound; kill them and test whether or not they have been
vaccinated."

The ASPCA letter from Mr. Caras shows just how ludicrous
Mr. Reilly’s suggestion really is. ‘

I have already addressed the concerns expressed by Mr.
Reilly in regard to ferret bite injuries and rabies in ferrets, but
he also worries about stray and abandoned ferret populations.
Early on, we pointed out that pet ferrets are usually spayed and
neutered - and that they have a very short life expectancy in the
wild. But, to put Mr. Reilly’s mind at ease, I'll send him a copy
of Exhibit 25, which consists of our ll-page survey with names,
addresses and telephone numbers of 46 animal control agencies - in
29 states - all of them where ferrets are already legal.

The total number of animals received by these agencies
ranged from a low of about 5,000 per year up to 60,000 per vyear.

The average number of ferrets per year received was less
than 7. Anyone who spends time worrying about that obviously
doesn’t have much to do.

* * % %

Aside from threats to wildlife and agriculture, which are
virtually non-existent, and to public health and safety where the
threat, if there is any at all, is statistically insignificant, I
believe that the certral :issue, really, in all this is one of
jurisdiction. This is a subject that was brought up in August, but
has not beern addressed by the Fizh & Game speaker today.

Briefly, the domestic ferret, a tame family pet, was, in
1933, mistakenly included in a 1list of wild animals to be
controlled by the Department of Fish & Game. But the inconvenient
fact is: scientific literature is today, and has long been,
unanimous in stating that the domestic ferret is just that - a
domestic species. Exhibits 1A, 1B and 1C submitted at the August
meeting, list 23 experts and authoritative sources that state,
unequivocally, that this is a domestic animal. Today we submit
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Exhibits 1D and 1E listing 32 additional experts and reference
works, for a total of 55 authorities, attesting to the fact that
the domestic ferret is not a wild animal, but rather a domestic
animal.

The scope of authority of the Department of Fish & Game
is clearly limited to wild animals, and the Legislative Intent
Service confirms this as shown in the original 1933 statute (SB
493). (Exhibit 15) The status of the domestic ferret as a o
domestic animal means that it is clearly outside and beyond the L
authority of F&G, a wildlife agency. ;

To summarize then, it has been shown not only that the
domestic ferret is not a threat to wildlife, agriculture or public
health and safety - but, in addition, it is clearly outside the
jurisdiction of the Department of Fish & Game, whose mandate is
restricted to wild animals.

The irony in all this is that the domestic ferret is
easily the safest and most problem-free of all the companion
animals, especially when compared with dogs and cats.

The house cat (which does go feral) can be devastating to
wildlife. A report in Great Britain a few years ago estimated that
5mm cats kill 70mm birds and small mammals annually.

The dog is over 200 times more likely to bite than the
domestic ferret - and several thousand times more likely to cause
serious injury (data from JAVMA) .

The figures from the CDC Annual Summaries of Rabies
Surveillance indicate that both dogs and cats average 350 to 400
cases of rabies each year, whereas there have only been 12 cases of
rabid ferrets ever recorded. And, there is no problem with large
numbers of stray or abandoned ferrets.

In short, domestic ferrets have none of the above
problems usually associated with other pet animals, such as dogs
and cats.

This issue is not going to go away. And, the reason it
is not going to go away is because people will continue to bring
their family pets into California - not wilfully, mind you - but
many of them unwittingly, unknowingly - unaware of the
anachronistic regulation that forbids domestic ferrets in
California.

Those that are seized at the border will cause heartbreak
and resentment. Those that get in will continue to swell the number :
of ferrets and ferret owners in California. 1In a special press :
release by the Department of Fish & Game in March, 1989, the R
Department of Food & Agriculture was quoted as estimating that the
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number of ferrets in California at that time was between 250,000
and 500,000. The F&G officials believed that the numbers were even
higher - and that was 6 years ago. This probably translates into
a figure of at least 200,000 - 300,000 ferret owners today -
probably more.

The Bill lifting the ban on ferrets in Massachusetts will
eventually become law. It passed the House of Representatives
unanimously - and now goes to the Senate where it has no
opposition. It has the co-sponsored support of the Massachusetts
Department of Fish & Game and Massachusetts SPCA. When it passes,
Massachusetts will become the 48th state to recognize that domestic
ferrets are tame family pets, and will leave California the only
state on the mainland that does not do so.

This regulation banning ferrets, which clearly is the
result of an error in classification over 60 years ago, serves no
useful purpose.

As a taxpayer, I am appalled that the Department of Fish
& Game expends any time, any money, or any effort whatsoever on
this minuscule, non-problem, and as a citizen I resent that I
cannot have as a pet a domestic animal which I am entitled to own
as a private property right, a right which is codified in both the
State and Federal Constitutions.

Mr. Chairman, lady and gentlemen Commissioners, we have
heard a great deal of testimony - much of it consisting of hearsay,
conjecture and scare tactics.

However, with hundreds of data and references, we have
submitted some 36 factual exhibits at the August and November
meetings and we hope that the Commission will decide the issue
based on the facts - undeniable, unshakable hard facts.

Facts are stubborn things - and the facts are that 48
other states (soon to be 48) did their research, reviewed the
evidence, surveyed their sister states and have all legalized or
maintained the legality of the domestic ferret in their states -
and not one has ever reversed its decision. That 1is an
incontrovertible fact that is hard to ignore.

And now I’'d like to ask a rhetorical question. In a
letter to Mr. Treanor dated October 24, Nr. Raysbrook, interim
Director of Fish & Game, says in effect, "Well, yes. Some of the
information we put out previously and some of the letters we wrote
earlier DID have potentially misleading informaticn." Actually, as
I reported at the August meeting, Mr. Gibbons’ letter and fact
sheet to Speaker Willie Brown had 15 - 20 statements that were
either false or highly guestionable, and I described several.
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And today, again, we'’ve seen a great number of statements
from the Department of Health Services that range from highly
questionable to outright falsehoods. My question is this: How
many times <can an agency make statements of deliberate
misinformation before it loses all credibility?

We strongly urge the Commission to do the right thing and
repeal this regulation which is both unfair and mistaken, and which
criminalizes so many thousands of innocent citizens in California
who have done nothing wrong.
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Exhibit
Number

IA,B, C

1D

1E

3A

3B

FERRET LEGALIZATION IN CALIFORNIA

EXHIBITS

List of Exhibits

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Letter,
May 3, 1994

References to domestic ferrets as domesticated animal

“Wild vs Domesticated: The Pet European
Ferret”

Authoritative Sources [Books, Government Entities,
Individuals and Organizations] Which State That the
Domestic Ferret Is a Domesticated Species

(with 155 accompanying letters, excerpts or statements)

Letters of Reply from Departments of
Fish and Game (or Equivalent}—50 States

Letters of Reply from Departments of
Agriculture (or Equivalent}—50 States

California Poultry Industry Federation,
Letter

Pacific Egg and Poultry Association,
Letter

State of New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (advisory
letter to resident ferret owners)

U.S. Public Health Service (Centers
for Disease Control), Veterinary
Public Health Notes, October 1980

(g

Page
Number

22

23

26

29
39
71

100

101

102

103



Exhibit
Number

List of Exhibits

5A

8A

&B

10

11

12

13

14

15
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Extract: U.S. Public Health
Service (Centers for Disease Control),
Veterinary Public Health Notes, October 1980

Black-Footed Ferret—Update from Phone
Call to Jerry Godbey, Project Manager,
Black Footed Ferret Project, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Fort Collins,
Colorado, July 6, 1995

Polecat Release Experiment (from black-
footed ferret article)

State of Maine, News Release
City of Baltimore, Letter, July 5, 1994

Boyd Gibbons, Letter and Ferret Fact
Sheet, March 30, 1994

Harmful Non-Indigenous Species in the
United States, Report, U.S. Congress,
Office of Technology Assessment,
September 1993

Rhone-Merieux, Letter, April 6, 1994

State of New Hampshire, Ferret
Questionnaire Survey

State of Washington, Department of
Wwildlife, Letter, April 14, 1988

Brent Utley, Letter, July 3, 1995

Legislative Intent Service, Letter,
February 27, 1991 .

Page
Number

105

106

107
121

122

123

127

132

134

139

140

142
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16

17
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18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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List of Exhibits

The Domestic Ferret as a Threat to
wildlife, V.J. Fitzgerald, Ph.D.,
University of Iowa

Bites: Dogs v. Ferrets,
Journal of the American Veterinary
Medical Association 193:1091 (1988)

Lee Wittek, Animal Control Officer,
Carson City, Nevada, Declaration,
April 21, 1995

Graham Wellstead, Letter, August 27, 1995
(critique of Constantine and Kizer report)

Freddie Ann Hoffman et al., Letter
(critique of Constantine and Kizer report)

Dog Bite-Related Fatalities, Jeffrey

Sacks et al., Journal of the American
Medical Association 262(11), September 15,
1989

Centers for Disease Control Annual
Summary of Rabies Surveillance,
19841990

Reproducing Feral Ferret Populations,
D.G. Constantine

Excerpts from Constantine and
Kizer Report
re: Feral Population
re: Threat to Poultry

Poultry Associations: Letters

Survey of the Impact of Ferrets on
Humane Societies, SPCAs, Animal
Shelters, and Animal Control
Agencies, 1994

Page
Number

146

154

155

157

163

170

174

175

179

180

190

10



Exhibit
Number
26A

26B

27

28
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30
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32
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34
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List of Exhibits

California Department of Food and
Agriculmre, Letter, June 26, 1989

American Museum of Natural History,
Letter, September 25, 1995

Professor M. E. Fowler, D.V.M,,
University of California, Davis,
Letter, January 23, 1984

Letters from Humane Societies, SPCAs,
Animal Shelters and Animal Control Agencies, 1994

Domestic Ferrets: A Dissertation
on Mustela Furo, Kenneth D. Steinberg

Statement by Governor William Weld
on the Occasion of Signing the Bill

‘Legalizing Ferrets in Massachusetts,

December 12, 1995

Steve Wheeler, Regional Supervisor,
State of New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department, Letter, September 9, 1992

Excerpt: InMgrmt Killers, Carolyn King.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984

U. S. Department of Agriculture, Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service,
Animal Welfare; Proposed Rules,

March 31, 1987

Ducks Unlimited, Inc., Letter

Graham Wellstead, Letter (re legality
of domestic ferret worldwide)
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Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol. 4,
pp.746-747, 1995

California Department of Fish & Game,
Press Release of March 22, 1989

Selected Letters from Exhibit 1E

Are Ferrets a Threat to the Environment?
or

Is the Environment a Threat to Ferrets?
Life expectancy of a domestic ferret in the wild is very short.

Domestic Ferrets: Wild or Domesticated?
Excerpts From Selected Letters

The California Departments of Fish & Game and
Health Services vs. Everyone Else

Ferrets: A Selective Overview of Issues and
Options, California Research Bureau

Letters from Animal Control Services Limited,
Auckland, New Zealand

Statements in DFG Report to Fish & Game
Commission, February 26, 1986

DFG Report to the Commission, February 26, 1986
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February 20, 1991
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Are Domestic Ferrets a Threat to Waterfowl?
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255

273

275
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Are Domestic Ferrets a Threat to the Poultry

Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to Public
Health, Small Livestock and Wildlife

The Experience of Those States Which Have Lifted
the Ban on Domestic Ferrets

Letter from Gordon L. Kirkland, Jr., Ph.D.,

Curator/Professor of Biology
University of Pennsylvania at Shippensburg,

Briefing-Pacific Research Institute for
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48

Industry?
49
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Public Policy, May, 1996
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@ United States Extension’ Agricutture Box 0910
Depariment of Service ashington, DC
Agricutture 20250-0910
May 3, 1584 o .
v EXHiBIT 7
Ms. Pamela Grant
P.O. Box 1714

Springfield, Virginla 22151
-Dear Ms. Grant:

You recently requested information regarding the.designation of ferrets by the.
US Department of Agricutture. 1 could not determins i the Extension Service
has a designation, but it is very doubtfut there Is a designation as there Is no
need for this type information for any of our activities. '

| checked with the Animal and Plant Health Inspaction Service (APHIS) and
found that they do not cover ferrets In thelr regulations. The APHIS uses the
state regulations regarding these designations to take precedence In any of
thelr regulatory functions. Howsver, under the APHIS animal care reguistions,
they do not consider the ferret to be wild, and do not consider the ferret to be
exotic. Therefore, they must consider the ferret to be a pet, or domestic.

“This is the best information available to me. | hope it is beneficial to your
organization. Please contact me (202/720-4087) if you require further
assistancs.

Sincerely,

Richard Reynnels
National Program Leader,

Poutiry Science end Fur-bearing Animals

The Extenglon Servico s en ef the Unlted
SWUWW 0o Feseral
Partner nthe Extension System.
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Hei:T d.A

Who Says the Ferret Is A Domestic Animal?

ary
4 Harper & Rowe, 1963
| page 401

. at B *
furo, hasbegzdomestzmtedforoverz,ooo
years; although- confusxon : '
exactongm and early use..

| Ronald M. Novak and John L. Paradiso
| Walker’'s Mammals of the Warld
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1983

- ] James G. Fox, D.V.M. , »
: (Director, Division of Comparative Medicine,

| Massachusetts Institute of Technology)

| Bidlogy and Diseases of the Ferret

1 Lea and Febiger, 1988, pp. vii

] Clifford Owen
The Domestication and

Explaitation of Plants and
Animals, Aldine Co. 1969

p- 489

| Cdllier’s Encyclopedia

‘| Volume 9,
. London, 1984

mcreasmg)y popular as aheuseﬁold pet

R. Wayne Randolph

er'| "Preventive Medical Care for the Pet Ferret."
*| Current Veterinary Therapy IX
| Saunders Co, 1983 p. 772

The domestic ferret is believed to-have been
dcnved fmm the wxld (Eumpean) polecat

The ferret,” lmrstela putonus ﬁu-a. jsar
camivore belonging to the family Mustelidae.

stcovery of thc suscepnbﬂxtyof fcrrets myca
nine distemper in the 1930s...initiated a series of events
that changed the principle use of the damestic
from a hunting compamon to 2 valuablc modcl

16

Moody, Bowman and Lang

"Laboratory Management of the Ferret for
Biomedical Research."

| Laboratory Animal Science 35(3):227 1985

Anon. "Ferrets in Biomedical Research."
Laboratary Animal Science 35(3):199 1985




2f
Encyclopedia Brittani ,
15t E o, VolIV ExHIBIiT LB

Ernnelioa] Funk & Wagnalls’ New Standard Dictionary
= 1965

==\ New Book of Popular Science
o volumeb
=1 Grollier, 1979

=1 Bureau of Biological Survey,
4 United States Department of
Agriculture
; U.SéGovemment Printing Office
" 191

Anon,

~| New England Anti-Vivisectian Society
& April 1985p.8

% United States Department of Agriculture
+| Federal Register
sss Volume 51 N2 49, March 15 1989

1 page 10,833

 C.S.F. Williams
| A Practical Guide to
Labaratary Animals
4| C.V.Mosby, 1976
=] page 65

2251 Lennox M. Ryland & John R. Gorman
= "The Ferret And Its Diseases."
4 Journal of the American Veterinary
 Medical Associatian
| 173(9):1154 )

17
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ST T Daniel and Baker,
Ferrets havg: he.en domestlcgted- : Handbook of New Zealand M. ;
to hunt rabbits since Roman times... ~ |1986
< - |page 81

The ferret is the Carol King

domesticated . Inmgrant KIHGS

version of the Oxford University Press

wild polecat. : Aukland, 1984

page 84
o “'f’"’, George]e . n'

FERRET (Mus tg]a_ ﬁzro ) _ e .| Natural Histary: Animals
- = | A & E Black Ltd. London, 1929
‘| page 106 '

Ferret (Mustela faro). .. .| Gordon Corbet,
Domestic form of the polecat, used (T:heMaﬁsalch: Bé’fa";ggg Europe
especially for catching rabbits... p:gnue 68ls ., London,

— .~ -] H.N. Southern
Ferret Mustela furo... TheHan;xx*dBdﬁstamls
Taxonomic status: a — - | Secand Edition

' - v | Blackwell Scientific Publications
domesticated form ... |5 ¢4 7977 page 352

: - New International Encyclopedia
FERRET ..many regard itas - | Cambridge, University Press
a meer domesticated form... .- 1917

page 484
-+~ | New Encyclopedia Brittanica
ferret, alse called mrcmer Volumeiy

...a domesticated form = | 1986
of the wild polecat...

Additional references can be found in Ferrets and the New
Inquisition, the rebuttal to the CDHS 1988 Report, in Section 9

of this Manual. The Authors were unable to find any zoological
or other scientific reference in which Mustela furoMustela
putorius furowas considered anything but domesticated.

18
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WILD VS DOMESTICATED: The pet European Ferret Extdir ZD

Madeline Lowery, R.N., O.N.C.; Freddie Ann Hoffman, M.D., and Randy S. Sellers =4 6
[the American Ferret Association, Inc., P.O. Box 3986 Frederick, MD 21705-3986.]

[NB: For the purposes of this paper, the term DOMESTICATED will be used. The term domestic is
often used by the layman to mean domesticated, i.e., "tamed and brought into use by man.* Domestic
refers to "indigenous” or "in close relationship with the household."]

¢

¢

Administrative classification of the domesticated European ferret (M. purorius furo) ("FERRET"),
which occurred prior to a USDA licensed rabies vaccine for ferrets, has led to confusion.

Laws, ordinances and policies labeling the ferret as "wild” or "exotic® has prohibited the sale,
ownership, and in many jurisdictions, proper medical care of ferrets.

The USDA licensed a killed rabies vaccine for use in ferrets, on February 7, 1990.

SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE

¢

There is consensus in all of the scientific literature that the ferret (M. pwtorius furo) is a
domesticated species.

“The ferret was a domesticated animal in Roman times for Strabo mentions it in his Geography of
the 1st Century A.D. Probably it was domesticated in even earlier times, for according to Zeuner
(1963), Aristotle (350 B.C.) described a polecat which *becomes very mild and tame.’
[Poole,1972]

“The ferret, Musrela purorius furo, is the domesticated cousin, and perhaps a descendant of the
European fitch or polecat, Mustela putorius. The ferret has been in man’s custody for centuries,
which proves the assertion that the ferret is a wild animal to be erroneous.” [Besch-Williford,1987]

Linneaus classified the ferret as Martes furo, and the wild polecat as Mustela putorius, considering
them to be two distinct species. The ferret "appears to be more nearly related to the Asiatic
[Steppe polecat] M{ustela] eversmanni Lesson.” [Pitt,1921]

Distinct anatomical, physical, physiological, and behavioral differences exist between the ferret,
the wild polecat (M. purorius), and their F1 and F2 hybrids. [Pitt,1921; Ashton & Thomson, 1955;
Rempe, 1970; Poole, 1972; Lavers]

The gene for albinoism is common in ferrets, but quite rare in wild polecats.

Ferrets appear to be more resistant to certain illnesses, such as pneumonia and canine distemper
virus, than their wild counterparts.

Ferrets are docile and trainable, less ready to emit defensive odor from their scent glands; polecats
are "untameable® if caught as adults, and ferret-polecat hybrids are also less docile, and require
constant handling.

*The [ferret’s skull has a] more narrow constricted post-orbital region, averaging in the male only
13 mm. in breadth, against 18 mm. of the male polecat, which gives the skull a *small-waisted’



AMERICAN FERRET ASSOCIATION - PAGE 2 Ex:B:T 1.0 @ 27

appearance; the more inflated and less triangular auditory bullae; and the smaller carnassia:
teeth..... [E]very ferret's skull I have seen has differed in one respect from both ....[the Steppe
polecat] M. eversmanni, and from every polecat’s ... this character being the shortness of the
ridges that proceed from the post-orbital processes towards the brain case, which converge at a
much blunter angle than they do in the polecat.... This seems to indicate a character in the ferret
that is not possessed by either of the other species.” [Pitt,1921]

“Ferrets sold as pets in the United States are derived from European ferret stock which have been
domesticated for centuries and selectively bred for productivity and desirable behavior traits.”
[CDC Veterinary Public Health Notes, 1980]

"Differences were found [between the ferret, polecat and F1 hybrids] in exploratory behaviour,
fear of man and the frequency of occurrence of the 'attention response.’ [Poole, 1972]

¢  The selective breeding and use of ferrets by humans has been very similar to that of the
domesticated dog and the domesticated cat: ferrets were used to hunt rabbits for food, and to rid
homes, farms and ships of rats and other unwarranted rodents.[Lantz,1915; Owen, 1969; Zeuner,

1963] .

¢  Ferrets cannot survive on their own for more than a few days. They do not exist in the wild in the
United States. In two surveys conducted of the 50 states, no feral colonies existed.

&  Ferrets are no more “exotic* than dogs or cats: Except for the husky and other arctic dog breeds,
no pet dogs or cats would be considered domestic breeds to the United States, since they did not
originate on American soil. Therefore, they too should be considered “exotic. "

CONCLUSION

The scientific evidence, both historical, archeological, and genetic overwhelmingly support the
domesticated nature of the ferret.
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Exhibit 1E (a. b. and c.)

AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES WHICH STATE THAT THE DOMESTIC FERRET
(MUSTELA PUTORIUS FURO) IS A DOMESTICATED SPECIES:

(a) Books and Encyclopedias 33
{b) Government Entities and Agencies 41
{c) Biologists, Zoologists, Mammalogists,

Veterinarians, University Researchers,
and Private Individuals and
Organizations 81

Total 155
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Exhibit 1lE(a)

BOOKS AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS
Which state that
Mustela Putorius Furo (The Domestic Ferret)
is a Domesticated Species
(* - Letters or Page Extracts Attached)

A History of Domesticated Animals, F.E. Zeuner, Harper & Rowe
1965 p.401

A Practical Guide to ILaboratory Animals, C.V. Mosby, 1976,
p.65

Biology and Diseases of the Ferret, J.G. Fox, Lea & FeBiger
1988 pp.vii, p.489

Century Dictionary, 04 *
Collier’'s Encyclopedia, Vol 9, London 1984 *

Compton’s Encyclopedia & Fact Index, Vol 26, Univ. Chicago
83 *

Cowles Encyclopedia of Animals and Plants, Cowles Educational
Corp, ’'68 *

Encyclopedia Americana, Grolier 85 #
Encyclopedia Brittanica, 15th Edition, Volume IV *

Encyclopedia of Mammals, Equinox (Oxford) Ltd., ’'84 *

Ferrets and Ferreting, Graham Wellstead, T.F.H. Publications,
N.H. 1982

Ferrets in Biomedical Research, Lab.Animal Science, 35(3):199
1985

Funk & Wagnalls New Standard Dictionary, 1965 *
Handbook of New Zealand Mammals, 1986, p.81

Immigrant Killers, Carolyn King, Oxford University Press 1984,
p. 84

Laboratory Habit of the Ferret for Biomedical Research Lab,
Animal Science 1985
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

3!

" Natural History: Animals, Geo. Jennison, A&E Black Ltd, London

1979, p.106

New Book of Popular Science, Vol. 5, Grolier 1979

New Columbia Encyclopedia, Columbia University Press, '75 *

New Encyclopedia Brittanica, Vol 4, 1986 *

New International Encyclopedia, Cambridge University Press,
1917, p. 484 *

Preventive Medical Care for the Pet Ferret, Saunders Co.,
1983, p. 772; R. Wayne Randolph; Moody, Bowman & Crug

The Domestication and Exploitation of Plants and Animals,
Albine Co. 1969

The Handbook of British Mammals, H.N. Southern, Oxford 1977 p.
352

The Mammals of Britain and Europe, G. Corbet Collins Ltd.,
London 1980, p.68; Blackwell Scientific Pub.

Walker’'s Mammals of the World, Johns Hopkins University Press,
1983

Animal Life Encyclopedia - Dr. Bernard Grzimek, Van Nostrand
Reinhold Company, p. 52-53.

Encyclopedia of Mammals, Vol. 3, p. 404, Bernard Grzimek,
McGraw-Hill, 1990

Evolution of Domesticated Animals - Clifford Owen,
(Leicestershire Museums - England) I.L. Mason (Ed). Longman,
N.Y. 1984, p. 225-228

Ferrets As A New Pet - G. Ovechka, p. 55, T.F.H. Publications,
Inc., 1995, Neptune City, N.J.

Bioloay and Medicine of the Domestic Ferret: An Overview
Carpenter, J.W. et al Small Exotic Animals Medicine 2{(4) :151-
162, 1994

Dcmestic Ferret (Mustela Putorius Furo) Courtship Activity,
Miller, B.J., Zoo Biology; 9(3):201-210, 1990

A Review of Domestic Ferret Reproduction, Conservation Biology
and the Black Footed Ferret, U.S. Seal et al (Ed) p. 190-188,
1989




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

32

Exhibit 1E(b)
GOVERNMENT ENTITIES AND AGENCIES
Who have Stated that Mustela Putorius Furo

(The Domestic Ferret) is a Domesticated Species
(* - Letter on File)

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, Vol. 51, No. 49, Federal Register,
March 15, 1989, p. 10833; Veterinary Public Health Notes,
October, 1980

U.S. Public Health Service (Centers for Disease Control),
press release 7/24/85

Smithsonian Institution. National Zoological Park, Washington,
D.C. (Exhibit 1E - letters)

Bureau of Biological Survey, USDA, USA Government Printing
Office, 1915

City of Baltimore, Health Department Letter 7/5/94 - (Exhibit
8B)

Canadian Department of Agriculture, letter 9/28/89
State of Alaska *

State of Arizona - Department of Wildlife

State of Colorado, Division of Wildlife (Exhibit 2)

State Connecticut, Department of Environmental Protection
(Exhibit 2)

State of Delaware, Department of Natural Resources &
Environmental Control (Exhibit 2)

State of Idaho, Department of Fish & Game (Exhibit 2)

State of Illinois, Department of Conservation (Exhibit 2)
State of Indiana, Department of Natural Resources (Exhibit 2)
State of Iowa *

State of Kansas, Department of Wildlife & Parks (Exhibit 2)

State of Kentucky, Department of Fish & Wildlife Resource
(Exhibit 2)



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

33

State of Louisiana, Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
(Exhibit 2)

State of Maine, Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
(Exhibit 8A)

State of Michigan, Department of Natural Resources (Exhibit 2)

State of Minnesota, Department of Natural Resources (Exhibit
2)

State of Missouri, Department of Conservation (Exhibit 2)

State of Montana, Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks
(Exhibit 2)

State of Nebraska, Game & Parks Commission (Exhibit '2)
State of New Hampshire *

State of New Mexico *

State of North Carolina, Wildlife Resources Commission *
State of North Dakota, Game & Fish Department (Exhibit 2)
State of Ohio, Department of Natﬁral Resources (Exhibit 2)

State of Oklahoma, Department of Wildlife Conservation
(Exhibit 2)

State of Pennsylvania, Game Commission (Exhibit 2)

State of Rhode Island, Department of Environmental Management
(Exhibit 2)

State of South Carolina *

State of South Dakota, Department of Game, Fish & Parks
(Exhibit 2)

State of Texas, Parks and Wildlife Department
State of Utah, Department of Natural Resources (Exhibit 2)
State of Vermont *

State of Virginia, Commission of Game & Inland Fisheries
(Exhibit 2)

State of West Virginia, Department of Natural Resources
(Exhibit 2)
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40. State of Wisconsin, Department of Natural Resources (Exhibit
2)

41. State of Wyoming, Game & Fish Department (Exhibit 2)



Exhibit 1E(c)

BIOLOGISTS, ZOOLOGISTS, MAMMALOGISTS, VETERINARIANS,

UNIVERSITY RESEARCHERS AND PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS

12.

13.

14.

15.

Who state that Mustela Putorius Furo
(The Domestic Ferret) is a Domesticated Species
(* - Letter Attached)
American Museum of Natural History *

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals *

Humane Society of the U.S. (See HSUS definition of ™"wild

animal")

Humane Society of the United States -
Its definition of a wild animal: "We define wild animals
as any animal not genetically controlled over a very long
period of time and, specifically, thereby, adapted to the
human environment"”. This is a perfect description of
what a domestic ferret is NOT. Ipso facto, the Domestic
Ferret is not a wild animal.

American Veterinary Medical Assn Journal 173(9); 1154 Ryland
& Gorman

London Journal of Zoology, 166:25-35 1972

Mammalian Taxonomic Directory . International Species
Information System (ISIS), Apple Valley, Minnesota *

A.M. Eastment, Queen’s University, Belfast, Ireland 1968
A.P. Florczyc, Bristol Laboratories 1981
C. Birnbaum, Karl Marx University, Germany 1969

C.H.R. Joffre Centre d’'Etude du Biologie Des Animaux Sauvages,
Beauvoire, France

?rof. M.E. Fowler, D.V.M., University of California, Davis *

J.S. Pollard, University of Canterbury and Christ Church New
Zealand 1969

K.D. Ryand, Women's Hospital - Pittsburg 1984
M. Biben, National Institute of Health 1982
M.J.G. Appel, Cornell University 1988

1




16.

17.

18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

M.S. Erskine, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 1982

M.S. Hoover, Oregon State University College of Veterinary
Medicine 1988

New England Anti-Vivisection Society April 1985 p. 8

P.A. Thorp, University of Cambridge, England 1983

Dr. Trevor Poole, University of Wales

P.T. Curry, University.of Wyoming, 1988

"The Domestic Ferret @As A Threat To Wildlife" - V.J.
Fitzgerald, Ph.D., Dept. of Biology, University of Iowa (From
Books & Encyclopedias, etc.)

Graham Wellstead, BA, BS, Ph.D., Published Author and Lecturer
on ferrets. "The Ferret And Ferreting Guide"; "Ferrets and -

Ferreting"

The Wildlife Conservation Society - New York, N.Y. (letter on
file)

Dr. Thomas W. French - Assistant Director, Natural Heritage

and Endangered Species, Massachusetts Division of Fisheries
and Wildlife. *

Z00s
(* - Communication on file)
(** - Letter Attached)

San Antonio Zoological Gardens, San Antonio, Texas *
Topeka Zoological Park, Topeka, Kansas *
Cincinnati Zoo, Cincinnati, Ohio *
Potawatomi Zoo, South Bend, Indiana *
Como Zoo, St. Paul, Minnesota ¥
Houston Zoological Gardens, Houston, Texas *
Saint Louis Zoo, Saint Louis, Missouri #*
Seneca Park Zoo, Rochester, New York *

Fort Worth Zoo, Fort Worth, Texas *



35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44 .

45.

46.

47.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

5b.

59.

60.

Gulf Breeze Zoo, Gulf Breeze, Florida *

The Living Desert, Palm Desert, California *
Gladys Porter Zoo, Brownsville, Texas *
Pittsburgh Zoo, Pittsburgh, PA *

Montgomery Zoo, Montgomery, Alabama *

Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha, Nebraska *

Marine World, Vallejo, California *

Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Cheyenne, Wyoming *

Roger Williams Park Zoo, Providence, Rhode Island *

Jackson Zoological Park, Jackson, Mississippi *

Miller Park Zoo, Bloomington, Illinois *

Charles Paddock Zoo, Atascadero, California *

San Diego Wild Animal Park, San Diego, California *
Baton Rouge Zoo, Baton Rouge, Louisiana *

Oakland Zoo, Oakland, California *

Phoenix Zoo, Phoenix, Arizona *

Oglebay, Wheeling, West Virginia *

Dakota Zoo, Bismark, North Dakota *

Woodland Park Zoological Gardens, Seattlg, Washington *
International Crane Foundation, Baraboo, Wisconsin *
Cameron Park Zoo, Waldo, Texas *

Caldwell Zoo, Tyler, Texas *

Audubon Zoological Garden, New Orleans, LA *

Santa Ana Zoo, Santa Ana, California *

Riverbanks Zoological Park, *

Metropolitan Toronto Zoo, Scarborough, Ontario, Columbia *

27




61.
62.
63.
64 .
65.
66 .
67.
68.
69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74 .

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

Discovery Island, Lake Buena Vista,

Z00

Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, Tucson, Arizona *#*

America, Hershey, Pennsylvania *

Florida ==

28

Kansas City Zoological Gardens, Kansas City, Missouri =

Los

Knoxville Zoological Gardens, Knoxville, Tennessee *

Angeles Zoo, Los Angeles, California *

Indianapolis Zoo, Indianapolis, Indiana *

Blank Park, Des Moines, Iowa *

Wildlife Safari, Winston, Oregon *

Trevor Zoo, Millbrook, New York #

The

E.H.

The
The
The
The
The
The

The

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETIES
(* - Communication on file)
(** - Letter Attached)

Zoological Society of London proceedings,
; Vol. 125; 807-9; 317-33

New York Zoological Society **

Zoological Society of San Diego **

Staten Island Zoological Society **
Calgary Zoological Society *

Chicago Zoological Society **

Pueblo Zoological Society *

Toleda Zoological Society =

Societe Zooclogique De Granby Inc. *

The

The

Zcological Society of Philadelphia *

Sacramento Zoological Society *

1955,

Ashton,



EXHIBIT 2

Letters of reply from Departments of Fish and Game (or equivalent)
Replies from State Departments of Fish and Game

Replies from State Departments of Agriculture regarding

inquiry sent to Department of Fish and Game in their

State (California, Texas, and New Hampshire)

Reply by telephone (Mississippi)

Total

All replies state that there are no known feral populations of domestic ferrets in any state.

c:\Windows\Ferrets\Exhibit.2
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50 State Survey

on the

Supposed Existence
of Feral Populations
of Domestic Ferrets

‘in Each State
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24.

25.
26.
27.

28.

29.
30.
31.

32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

v/

SUMMARY OF STATE SURVEY

REGARDING ALLEGATION OF POSSIBLE FERAL POPULATIONS

Alabama

Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas

California
Colorado

Connecticut
Delavare
Florida
Georgia

Havaii
Idaho
Illinois

Indiana
Jovwa

Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts

Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi

Missouri
Montana
Nebraska

Nevada

N. Hampshire
Nev Jersey
Nev Hexico

Nev York
N. Carolina

North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island

No known feral populations; no lavs specifically
addressing ferrets.

No feral populations; considered domestic.

No feral populations; considered domestic.

Not avare of any feral populations; considered
domestic.

No feral populations; considered wild.

Not aware of confirmed populations; considered
domestic.

No known feral populations; considered domestic.

Not avare of any feral populations; domestic.

No known feral populations; classified as

No documentation of feral populations; considered
vildlife.

No known feral populations; prohibits importation.

No known feral ferret populations; domestic.

Unavare of existence of any feral populations;
domestic.

No known wild populations in existence; considered
domestic. .

No known feral populations; suspects they are
unable to survive in the wild. No legal status.

No known feral populations; considered domestic.

None known; speclies considered domestic.

No known feral populations; considered domestic..

No feral populations; considered domestic.

No known feral populations; considered domestic.

No self-sustaining wild populations of domestic
ferrets.

No feral populations. Considered domestic.

No population of domestic ferrets.

Phone conversation w/Robin Neally (Div. of Law
Enforcement). "No feral populations. Animal
considered domestic."

No feral populations of domestic ferret.

No feral populations of domestic ferret.

Not awvare of existence of any feral populations of
domestic ferret.

No feral populations. Classified as wildlife, but
covld be considered domestic; permit required.

No feral populations. Considered wild animal.

No known populations; considered exotic.

No documentation of feral population; considered
domestic.

No knovledge of feral populations. Not classified as

either domestic or wild; permit required.

No feral populations; not classified - no control over

possession or sale of ferrets.
No known feral populations of domestic ferrets.
No feral populations; considered vild.
No feral populations; considered domestic.

No known feral populations; considered exotic wildlife.

No feral populations; considered domestic.
No known feral populations; considered domestic.

vildlife.

e ot it i it S5+ e o 7 e S e . g W

e O o~ —

s S, i e oo




e i
— ~ o . o e i i o+ P Py s P oSt
.

-

. . —————— s Sttt e Pt St i s W
e o ——————

Page Two
Summary:

40. S. Carolina
41, S. Dakota
42. Tennessee
43, Texas

44. Utah

45. Vermont

46. Virginia
47. Vashington
48. V. Virginia
49. Visconsin
50. Vyoming

No
No
No

known
feral
known
feral
knovn
known
known
known
feral
feral

Possible Feral Populations

feral populations.

populations; considered domestic.

feral populations; considered wild.
populations. Considered domestic.
feral populations; considered domestic.
feral populations; considered wild.
feral populations; considered domestic.
feral populations.

populations. Considered domestic.
populations. Considered domestic.

Unavare of any feral populations; domestic.

May 1988
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EXHIBIT 3

LETTERS OF REPLY FROM DEPARTMENTS OF AGRICULTURE (OR EQUIVALENT)
FROM ALL 50 STATES

All replies negative to inquiry regarding damage to agriculture
from domestic ferrets.
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50 State Survey

on the Effects

of Domestic Ferrets
On Agricultural
Interests in

Each State
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Ex HIBIT 3A

February 3, 1994

The Honorable Jan Goldsmith
Assemblyman, 75th District
Room 2002

State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Assemblyman Goldsmith:
* ] am writing to inform you that our Executive Committee confirmed this week that the

California Poultry Industry Federation does not oppose your legislation, AB 2497,
regarding domestic ferrets.

Our board felt that allowing domestic ferrets to be ill not threaten or hurt
e om. ur supports the requirement in your
= owner of a ferret maintains, and can produce, documentation showing that the ferret
has been vaccinated against rabies with a vaccine approved for use in ferrets by the United
States Department of Agriculture and administered in accordance with the recommendation
of the vaccine manufacturer.”

Please phone me at your convenience if you should have any questions and/or concerns.
B M=

BILLMATTOS -
President

3117-A McHENRY AVE.
MODESTO, CA 95350
TEL. (20%) 576-6355
FAX. (209) 576-6119

[ 0O
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: "INDUSTRY'S VOICE OF THE WEST"
I Pacific Egg & Poultry Association
1620 N. Carpenter Ril., Suile A-4 Mudesto, CA 9534141145
209/524-9666 FAX: 209/524-3047
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L The Honorable Jan Goldsmith

pnch California State Assembly

g Room 2002

vl el State Capitol

pErCION Sacramento, CA 95814

DAVID MAILEY

o Dear Mr. Goldsmith:

DAN CUNNINCHAM .

iyt We have polled the Pacific Egg and Poultry Association Board of Directors with
VERX DILLON regard 1o your bill AB 2497. Although our polling is not completed, we have found
b Ca . there is litde to no concern about your bill placing the poultry and egg industries in
I s - Jeopardy. |
oy Loma, CA .

gary form . Inlight of the above we are not opposed to AB 2497 at this ime and do not expect
We Coma, €A that there will be a change in that position.

et Should you have any questions you may call me at (916) 441-2272.

HERBEXT M. HELL
Nadolas Takey Becoding Forms

Samema, CA Sincerel
PUTIR OL20M

Oloua Fema, n2.

Caieao, CA @
wiouin - [, e
amea Richard L. Matteis

IACKI PLDERIGH _ Executive Vice President

Peterses, Hryct fums
Tasozma, WA

LAKAY FICZERING
Smemata Fezis
Twbak CA

M CSLTLER
,,,,,, sicandy b
Yusepe. CA

RODERTESULIR
Spadas bamrynazs
Cnddals, CA

AMTIOXY BALRD
CHARLES CAMPBELL
Smbiv Rench
LeymCa

- e FORS

« wafonr, s
Poaliy WA
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EXHIBIT Y
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State of New dJersey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION PLEASE SIaLy 10
o a0
TRENTON. MEW JZISEY QBc
ATTENTION

FERRET OWNERS

Please check with your veterinarian regarding inoculations for your

ferrets.
are susceptidle to.

Ferrets can be inoculated for

canine distemper, which -they

Ferrets should receive a balanced diet consisting of canned dog and
cat food, chicken parts, milk and bones, supplemented by owlitivitaming

and codlivgr oil.

Your ferret, with proper care. will ljve to the age of 10-15 years.
must have 3 cage when unsupervised to prevent accidental release.

it
Lost

ferrets are rarely found and usually die socon after they escape.

1983

-17 -
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October 1980
VIRAL DISEASES

Pet Ferrets and Rabies

The marked increase in queries received by CDC and soms state
health departmants regarding fervrets and associatad poasible rabies
exposure suggests that the ferret is bscoming an increasingly popular
pet in the United States. The lack of knowledge about this enimal as
a potential rabies vector has led us to prepare this summary of in-
formation about ferrets and rabies.

Perrets belong to the family Mustelidae glong with the skunk,
otter, mink, and weasel. The only wild indigenous ferret in the
United States is the black~footed ferret (Mustelas nigripes) vhich is
smong the rarest of the endangered mammals and is rapldly spproaching
extinction. There have been only 2 or 3 reliable sightings of black~
footed ferrets since 1973,

Ferrets sold as pets in the United States are derived from Euro-
pean ferret stock which have been domesticated for ceaturies end
selectively bred for productivity snd desirable dshavior traits.
According to | major producer, sbout 12,000 ferrets are sold each
year in thie country, half to the pet trade and half for resaarch;
ferretas are not used in the commercial fur industry, Moet are mar-
keted at 812 weaks of age. There has been sbout & S~fold increase
in the sale of ferrets in this country in the past 5 years with an
equal increase in both pet and laboratory snimzl markets.

Ae pets, farvets are similar to domestic cats in many ways. Like
cats, they are fastidious in their toilet, self-training easily %o a
litter box or paper. Their behavior is docile end cat-like, unlike
that which would be expected of 2 normal wild mustelid. As pets,
ferrets are usually kept in cages except when asctuslly besing handled,
They are inquiaitive and if left to roasm free and unactended about
the home are apt to get into trouble. They are not normally released




oy

outside=-as a cat might he-—and if they escape it is often difficulc
to recover them. Escaped ferrets rapidly develop the cunning, speed,
and stealth for which their wild counterparts are noced; even so,
escaped ferrets do not appear capsble of reproducing and escablishing
theaselves in the wild. Rare reports of young European ferrets in
the wild are balisved to have resulted from escaped pregnant females
and are probably not capable of long-term survival.

Although studies on suscepcibility of ferrets to rabies have been
reported, as & mustelid the ferret is assumed to ba highly suscepti-
ble and capable of transmitting rabies if infected. Two cases of
fecrret rabies have been reported in the United States, | in 1954 and
1 in 1978, No data are available on the first case; the second case
was in a pat for which an exposure could not be determined, although
there was a recognized possibilicy that the animal aight have re-
ceived live rabies vaccine.

It appears that the ferrer, while a potential source of rabies
exposurs for man, is much less likely to bs exposed to rabias than
are pat skunks, raccoons, or foxes which are often trapped in the
wild and then sold as pets. 1f, in the investigation of a ferret
bite, the investigator can be resascnably assurgd that the animal hae
had no contact with indigenous rabies vectoresfand was not vaccinaced
i V rabies vaccine) then the liklihood oP the ferrat's having
NPl Ia rabies seems e , and antirabies Ctreatmant of the bits
CTQETTFTUIS‘ victis would not seem warranted. 1f, on the other hand, the ferret

'ﬁ"u.f has possibly been in concact with wildlife, then rabies should be
fl considered.
We would appreciate receiving any information relative to ferrets
and rabies which readers may have so that this informacion can be
disseminated to others who have queations about faervets and rabies.

T e

Source: Viral Diseases Division, Bureau of Epidemiology.

Rabies in Canada

Rabies in humans is rare in Canada. In the period 1925-1979,

2] human rabies deaths were recorded. In the last decade there ware
only 2 deacths: 1 in 1970 and | in which rabies was suspected in
1977.

About half (10) of the deaths were reported from Quebec. The last
death in Quebec Province was in 1964 in a lé=~year-old girl who was
bitten by s skunk. Six of the 2! deaths occurred in Ontario, with
the last in 1967 in a 4~year-old girl who died | month after exposure
to s rabid cac.

Alberta and Saskatchewan reported & deaths, with the last in a
lS~year~old boy in Saskactchewan in 1970 who was bitten by a bat 2
weeks before onset.

Since 1947, rabies in Canada has been predominately a disease
of wildlife. Nevertheless, human exposure to.rabies ia still more
frequently associated wicth donmestic animals. Undoubtedly, the low
incidence in humans (s largely due to prcmpt postexpcsure prophy-
laxia. In 1979 about 1,300 persons received postexposure treatmenc.




EXHIBIT S A

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
Centers for Disease Control, Atlanta,

Georgla

Veterinary Public Health Notes, October 1980

npet Ferrets and Rables"

n, . escaped ferrets do not appear
establishing themselves In the wild.

capable of reproducing and
. . . young European ferrets in

the wild . . . are probably not capable of long-term survival."
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EXHIBIT 6

THE BLACK-FOOTED FERRET PROJECT
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Denver Wildlife Research Center
Fort Collins, Colorado

Project Manager Jerry Godbey (303/226-9460)

Talking with Mr. Godbey he related that a small colony of Black-Footed
Ferrets were known to be in South Dakota, but died out in the mid 70's,
and were thought to be extinct.

In 1981, a dog killed a Black-Footed Ferret in Meeteetse, Wyoming, and
brought it to the ranch owner.

This small colony was protected and cbserved until 1984, when the remainder
of 18 of a decreasing number of Black-Footed Ferrets were trapped and put

into a captive breeding program,
In 1991 a re-introduction in Shirley Basin, Wyoming, failed.

In 1994, 40 ferrets were released in the C.M. Russell Wildlife Reserve

in Montana. This small colony is now down to 8. At the same time another
40 were released in the Badlands Wildlife Reserve in South Dakota, and
they are also down to 8.

Mr. Godbey stated that there are several reasons for their inability to
maintain a sustained population in the wild. Principal among these is
predation by other wild animals and loss of hunting instinct after 10 years
in captivity. Those in captivity are fed mink food and are carefully
separated fram any human being imprint, but they still seem to be losing
their hunting instinct and don't know that they are supposed to hunt
prairie dogs when they are released, according to Mr. Godbey.
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EAR THE TINY town of Vet-
eran. Wyoming. not far from
the Nebraska line, the wind

is blowing hard. It usually is. It shouts
and shoves at you. bullying its way
across these shortgrass prairies that
form the western portion of the Great
Plains. and there isn't a thing out here
to discourage it except a handful of
weathered buttes. The air tempera-
ture has dropped below freezing. and
the sky is growing dark. Already.
covotes have begun to sing at the
edge of a prairie dog town spread
across a sandy flat of blue gamma
grass and scattered sagebrush. It is
time for the first night shift of biolo-
gists to head out and begin tracking
ferrets.

One by one beneath the light of a
rising full moon, members of a U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service research
team make their way to several trail-
ers stationed around the prairie dog
town. Each trailer’s roof sprouts a
large antenna braced against the wind
bv stout cables. The interior looks
like a spies’ den—a dimly lit warren
of wires. maps with coded scribblings,
stained coffee mugs, walkie-talkies
and. at the center, electronic receiv-
ers. ticking and beeping. They moni-
tor both the location and activity rate
of individual ferrets from signals sent
forth by miniature transmitters en-
cased in collars around the animals’
necks.

“OK. I've got Number 36 moving
out on a bearing of 225. What's your
reading over there?”

“Steady around 168." replies the
radio voice from a trailer across the
flats. “Hold on. There's Number 41
on the same route. Looks like they're
playing follow the leader.”

Through a computer program de-
signed by Dean Biggins, long-time
ferret researcher and one of the proj-
ect leaders. data from the various
stations are fed into a lap-top proces-
sor that can pinpoint the where-
abouts of these nocturnal amimals to
within a few vards. Just the same,
Dean or co-leader Brian Miller. a
lanky. bearded Midwesterner associ-
ated with the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s Conservation and Research
Center in Front Roval, Virginia. is
soon out walking through the buffeting
wind with a hand-held antenna and a

Confined to a Wyoming cage, a rare
black-footed ferret emerges from
its nest box into an activity area.

flashlight 10 {ind and mark exactly
which praine dog hole the ferret
entered.

Prairie dog burrow systems include
listening chambers close to the sur
face. nest chambers. main tunneis
and an array of escape routes and
exit holes, some of them plugged off
against previous invaders. Although
much of the architecture lies only a
few feet beneath the surface., some
sections may be a dozen or more feet
deep. Once a collared ferret traveis
below about seven feet. its radio pulse
can no longer be picked up, even by
someone standing directly overhead.
Traipsing back and forth trying to
retrieve a signal lost underground is
one more task that keeps everyone
busy through the wee hours. And
during the day, while the ferrets are
generally resting, the researchers are
out looking for more sign. They also
search for the remains of animals
whose unvarying activity signals indi-
cate that they have died. Sometimes a
whole section of the burrow system
must be excavated to get at the car
cass. The one thing nobody on this
project seems to be looking into is
the possibility of getting a normal
amount of sieep.

Ferrets typically exhibit a burst of
activity not long after dark. One of
the subjects has developed a pattern
of exploring beyond the limits of the
prairie dog town during this time.
Like a different radioed ferret several
weeks earlier. it may be on its way
toward colonizing another town. This
is the sort of information crucial to
the study, and Brian is very anxious
not to lose contact with the wide-
wandering creature. So when a mem-
ber of the tracking shift suddenly
becomes ill, I find myself recruited to
operate one of the stations. Even
with the gale moaning like a chorus
of lost souls in the meral antenna
overhead and the radio squawking
close to my ear, I nod off at my post
ana am awakened by Brian peering in
the window. I probably deserve to be
hauled out and shot for sleeping on
duty, but he says, "Good morning.
Don’t worry, she's still right there
where she ducked into that last bur
row.” He himself has been up and
running around for something like 37
hours straight. If he were being radio-
tracked. his activity chart would prob-
ably be thrown out as too bizarre.

But then. the whole project is a bit
unusual. The radio-collared creatures

[0&

exploring this patch of Wyoming plains
are not black-footed ferrets. the spe-
cies native to North America. but
their counterparts from the steppes
of Asia. commonly called Siberian
polecats. There are good reasons for
this. beginning with the fact that by
1985 the black-footed ferret had be-
come the most endangered mammal
on the continent. perhaps the globe.
No more than ten or || were known to
remain in existence. A decision was
made to capture those survivors in
the hope that they could be bred in
captivity. The last ones were rounded
up in 1986. a discouraging year for
North American species on the brink.
That year the last California condors
were also taken in from the wild for
captive breeding. And the last dusky
seaside sparrow vanished forever from
the face of the Earth.

The good news is that the black-
footed ferret breeding program worked.
Overseen by veterinarian Tom Thorne
at the Wyoming Game and Fish De-
partment’s Sybille Canyon Wildlife
Research and Conservation Educa-
tion Unit, it has yielded a total of 180
animals as of this writing. Barring
catastrophe, ill produce enough
young in the coming birth season—
late spring—to boost the population
to upwards of 250. Experts like that
number. They consider it large enough
to provide a few animals for release
back into the wild. Soon. The first
attempt. involving an estimated 40 to
50 ferrets. is scheduled for fall of this
year in southeastern Wyoming's Shirley
Basin.

Naturally. the biologists want to
know as much as possible about prob-
lems the animals might encounter
during reintroduction. Would it be
best to release them gradually with
artificial feeding? Or suddenly? Should
they first be given some experience in
hunting live prey? In avoiding preda-
tors? Rather than risk any black-footed
ferrets in experiments designed to
answer such questions, the Fish and
Wildlife Service chose to use a cap-

_tive population of Siberian polecats

as stand-ins. The animals were surgi-
cally neutered to prevent any not
captured at the end of the trial re-
leases from establishing a population
in the wild.

Ferrets are common and widespread
in Eurasia. West of the Urals lives
Mustela putorius. known as the Euro-
pean polecat. From this species was
bred the larger. lighter-colored do-
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A trailer tracks Wyoming ferretsin *7°
1984. As visiting Chinese biologist
Zhao Zhebin looks on, Dean Biggins
hooks up a nailer radio receiver.

mestic ferret. Mustela putorius furo.
used since Roman times and proba-
bly earlier to catch mice and rats
around households and to drive rab-
bits from their burrows toward wait-
ing hunters. Today it is kept mainly as
a pet. Eurasia’s second species is the
Siberian or steppe polecat. Mustela
eversmanni. Found across the great
plains of Asia. it more closely resem-
bles the biack-footed ferret. In fact.
black-footed ferrets very likely arose
from Siberian polecats that colonized
the New World via the Bering Land

12 DEFENDERS—Mar/Apr91

Bridge toward the latter part of the
Ice Ages. The two types are still
similar enough to interbreed, although
blood protein analysis and certain
behavioral traits confirm that they
qualify as distinct species

Most of the Siberian polecats tak-
ing part in the Wyoming study are
descendants of a group the Wyoming
Game and Fish Department obtained
from the Moscow Zoo in 1986. The
rest arrived not long ago from China.
So did Zhao Zhebin. a voung man
who greets me at one of the tracking
stations. He explains that he is here
to learn the fine points of radio
telemetry. the better to apply them
when he returns to his own country.
Dean Biggins has helped to get two

LuBay Barker/ Wyoming Gaoe amd Fih Depastient
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different ferret studies under way there.
one in Inner Mongolia and the other
on the Tibetan Plateau. They are
fascinating projects in their own right.
but Dean’s main interest in them lies,
again. in uncovering any information
that might have a bearing upon the
survival of our own nation’s ferrets.
After all. our entire past experience
with them has been a lesson in the
perils of knowing too little. too late.

The tale is worth repeating. It be-
gan with a single sagebrush-stuffed
specimen taken from Wyoming by
two wandering naturalists, John
Bachman and John James Audubon,
who wrote in 1831: It is with great
pleasure that we introduce this hand-
some new species.” Additional speci-
mens trickled into collections over
the years that followed.” They came
from throughout the Great Plains
region. including the Canadian prai-
ries, and from portions of the Rockies.
They are believed to have inhabited
parts of Mexico as well. In nearly
every case they also came from prai-
rie dog towns. Yet details about the
life of this newest addition to the
mustelid. or weasel. family remained
almost nonexistent.

Some scientists still wonder whether
this might not mean that the black-
footed ferret was always rare. More
likely. what were rare were frontier
folk who would bother trying to ob-
serve a species that is active almost
exclusively at night. and then mainly
underground. By the time biologists
decided to look a bit harder. precious
few ferrets were still around to find.
Westerners had concluded that prai-
rie dogs were a threat to agriculture
and livestock grazing and embarked
upon a campaign to poison them out
of existence. Too late, studies would
show that whereas Eurasian ferrets
stalk a variety of rodents from pocket
gophers to pikas. black-footed ferrews
are highly specialized hunters. They
rely upon prairie dogs for at least 90
percent of their diet.

Like the parallel war in the West
against predators considered threats
to cattle and sheep. the all-out assault
on prairie dogs was subsidized by
government through an array of county.
state and national agencies. The ex-
terminators’ job was made easier by
the fact that town after prairie dog
town was also being ravaged by the
same bacteria that claimed a third of
Europe’s human population during
the 14th century— Yersina pesus. bu-
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Biologist Brian Miller checks a burrow
where a badger had killed a polecat.

bonic plague. [t appears to have
reached the New World through ei-
ther sailors or shipboard rats that
came ashore in San Francisco around
1898. On this continent, the toll upon
people was—and still is —minuscule.
But the disease, termed sylvatic plague
when it occurs in animals. spread
rapidly through native rodents in the
Western states.

By the middle of this century, plague.
systematic poisoning and conversion
of prairie to farmland had combined
to eliminate prairie dogs from nearly
98 percent of the millions upon mil-
lions of acres they once inhabited.
And black-footed ferrets had become
ecologically extinct. They died be-
cause their main source of food was
all but gone. They died because when
they did find prairie dogs to ear. the
strychnine. 1080 and other poisons
that had laced the grain used as rodent
bait passed into their systems. They
died when prairie dog burrows were
filled with cyanide gas. They died for
a reason less often discussed: Even
where prairie dogs had not been
poisoned. those same lethal chemicals
were strewn across Western range-
lands vear after vear in meat-based
bait aimed at carnivores such as coyv-

otes. We now xnow — azain. o iate —
that black-footed ferrets will scavenge
meat in addition to hunting live prey.
Still. wasn't it possible that a few
relict populations were holding on
here and there? Nobody really knew
until 1964. when a government preda-
tor control agent found a black-footed
ferret while seuting traps and poisoned

- bait around a prairie dog town in

South Dakota. Field studies bv Conrad
Hillman and scientists from the
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in
Maryland began soon afterward. The
main thing researchers discovered was
that this already tiny group was dwin-
dling fast. In 1971, six of the animals
were taken in for captive breeding.
Since canine distemper was known to
affect domestic and wild Eurasian
ferrets. all six were vaccinated against
it. Four died after accidentally being
given twice the usual dose. (As it
turns out. black-footed ferrets are so
sensitive to the distemper virus that
even a normal dose of live vaccine is
fatal.} The others managed to produce
offspring. raising hopes that captive
breeding of ferrets might be possible.
But the offspring failed to survive.
their parents eventually passed away.
and the free-roaming ferrets still in
the prairie dog town were soon gone
as well. All anyone could do was hope
that yet another remnant group would
be discovered.

Ferret sightings were reported now
and again. and some seemed fairly
reliable. But nothing ever came of
follow-up surveys. Nothing year after
year. The popular consensus was that
the species was finally. irretrievably
gone. Dean Biggins savs he and a few
biologist colleagues never believed
this. in part because they knew how

_ little money was made available for a

proper search. They also knew of a
confirmed sighting in South Dakota
as late as 1979, but nothing ever came
of that. either.

In any case. everything began to
change one day in 1981 when rancher
John Hogg's dog came back to the
house near Meeteetse. Wyoming. with
a strange-looking weasel-like critter
in its mouth. John threw the chewed-up
thing over the fence. But his wife
Lucille kept wondering what kind of
animal that was and eventually took

The Siberian polecat (top) closely
resembles this black-footed ferret
photographed in Wyoming in 1982. but
they are considered distinct species.

e

it to the local taxidermist. In short
order. aiter a town meeting to request
permission {rom the Hoggs and nearby
landowners. two Fish and Wildlife
Service biologists moved in. soon
trapped the first black-footed ferret
seen in seven vears. and equipped it
with a radio transmitter.

During 1982. researchers tallied 61
black-footed ferrets in the Meeteetse
population. By 1984 they counted 129.
But scientists were concerned that even

‘a population of this size remained
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highly prone to extinction. on the
basis of what had been learned about
the survival of isolated populations of
other species in the wild. In October.,
1985, six ferrets were taken in for
captive breeding, as had been done in
South Dakota. This time. the ferrets
didn't get canine distemper from an
overdose of vaccine. Two of the cap-
tives already had it. All at once, the
researchers understood why the
Meeteetse population appeared to be
declining sharply that vear. It was too
late. The infected animals passed the
disease on to the other four captives.
All six died. Another six ferrets were
captured. They proved 1o be free of
distemper. But most of the ferrets in
the wild soon fell victim to the disease.

From tracks seen in freshly fallen
snow that winter, researchers knew
that no more than three or four ferrets
remained out there. By sheer luck.
one was a male that in late spring
fathered a litter of kits by each of two
breeding females still at large, whereas
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Wyoming s ferret breeding facility at
Svbille Canvon and one of its four
rooms of ferret cages. In davtime most
ferrets are asleep in their nest boxes.

the six ferrets already in captivity
failed to produce any young. That
summer of 1986, after heated techni-
cal debate and. as Dean describes it.
a lot-of dismal soul-searching in pri-
vate. the Wyoming Game and Fish
Deparmment and the Fish and Wildlife
Service decided to capture the last
free-roaming ferrets. By the following
Februany they had succeeded. bring-
ing the total in captivity to 18 and the
total in the wild to zero.
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That spring the entire group man-
aged to produce only seven kits. For
tunately, the researchers for some
time had been using European and
Siberian polecats as surrogates for
their endangered relatives in an effort
to work out estrous cycles and other
aspects of ferret breeding biology.
Lighting conditions for the captive
black-footed ferrets were changed. and
their diet was supplemented with key
vitamins. Either the combination of
new techniques did the trick or the
animals simply needed a couple of
vears to adjust to their caged environ-
ment. or both: 1988 saw 13 new lit-
ters, totaling 34 kits, and the recovery
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was under way. In captivity, anvhow.

At the Svbille Canvon breeding
facility. I have a quick look at a
refrigerator full of endangered Wyo-
ming toads. Bufo hemiophrvs baxtert.
They. too. have been rounded up for
captive propagation. in theircase as a
buffer against a crash in the last
known free-ranging population. and
are now being cooled down into a
state of hibernation for the winter. In
the main building I go through a
showering and disinfectant procedure,
then don a surgical mask and join
Tom Thorne and his fellow veterinar
ian. Don Kwiatkowski. to look in on
the ferrets. The first thing Don says is.
It kind of bothers me that all our extra
precautions and isolation procedures
add to the impression that we're deal-
ing with a very weak and fragile spe-
cies. Their situation may be fragile.
but I'm telling you. black-footed fer
rets are about the hardiest animals
I've ever worked on and the most stoic
when they do have a hurt. Even when
they're suffering from a terminal ill-
ness. they hang on like nothing I've
ever seen. You've got to admire them.
I hope vou'll go back and tell people
that this is one tough. tenacious crea-
ture we're trying to save here.”

My hopes for the ferrets rise far
ther still when Tom opens a nest box
and [ find myself staring into big,
night-hunter’s eyes, as black and bot-
tomless as subterranean pools. Long
vibrissae —antennae-like whiskers—
spray outward from the muzzie. On
the elbow of each forearm grow simi-
lar specialized hairs. providing an ex-
tra sense of touch in the course of
burrowing through the earthen dark-
ness. The rest of the coat is like a
strip of streaked silk. Yet it isn't the
slender grace of these ferrets that
strikes me so much as their wildness.
The faces of the mother and kits
looking back at mc have bared ca-
nine teeth. and the room echos with
their chattering barks of warning.

Next door are some of the Siberian
surrogates. in captivity for many gen-
erations. Their eves are smaller. their
sensory elbow hairs nearly gone. When
we approach their cage. they climb
toward us expecting food. The black-
footed ferrets. after barking. would
whirl away and dive from their nest
box into the darkened adjoining
chamber.

The native ferrets are almost never
handled at Svbille Canyon except for
medical treatment. and in such cases
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they are anesthetized first. This both
minimizes stress on the animals and
helps prevent them from becoming
conditioned to humans, thereby keep-
ing their wariness intact. When the
time comes to place two together for
breeding. the animal to be moved is
enticed into a smaller. tunnel-like cage
and transferred in this module so that
there is no direct conta:'t with peo-
pte. The moving is done at night in
accordance with the ferrets’ usual
nocturnal pattern.

Television cameras are the only
cirect observers of whelping, or birth.
and of the first critical days of care
and nursing. Researchers monitor the
action on screens in a separate room.
recognizing that a nursing mother
disturbed by a person will immedi-
ately grab her kits to move them.
possibly injuring some in the process.
In her frenzy. she may even cannibal-
ize them. Cameras replace human
eves once again during the breeding
period. since the ferrets will break off
mating attempts or avoid them alto-
gether in the presence of people.
Immediately after a mating, however.

the scientists do enter the scene. They
need to check on the viability of the
sperm, especially that of older males
from the original group of Meeteetse
survivors. The contribution of these
animals is vital to a breeding strategy
designed to draw the greatest possi-
ble degree of variability from a very
shallow gene pool.

As Don points to a chart represent-
ing the family tree of the Sybille
Canyon animals. I realize that the
entire current population arose from
just five different individuals. “We
near.y nad even fewer genetic found-
ers to work with," he informs me.
“Femaies first breed when they are
anproacning one vear of ace. These
first-time mothers average three kits
per litter. After age three. their repro-
ductive potential falls off precipitously.
A couple of tae founder females were
already two or three vears old by the
time we captured them. and one of
the others was three or four years old.
We didn't know how lucky we were
when those females finally did pro-
duce young.”

Although artificial insemination

A litter of black-footed ferret kits
ar 47 days in their nest box at the
Sybille Canvon breeding facility.

techniques have been successfully ap-
plied to European ferrets. Siberian
ferrets and Siberian/black-footed hy-
brids. they have not yet worked for
pure black-footed ferrets. Much of
the research has been carried out by
Joegayle Howard and her colleagues
in the Department of Animal Heaith
at the National Zoo in Washington.
“Black-footed ferret sperm is less via-
bie than normal.” she informed me.
“and this is probably because of in-
breeding. which we have found leads
to lower sperm quality in other carni-
vore species.”

- Thus far. there are no other obvi-
ous signs of ihe deleterious effects
that can resuit from inbreeding, such
as poorer survival of young. On the
other hand. such signs don't usually
show up for several generations.
“Reproduction was off a litte in 1990.
but that could be due to any number
of factors.” Tom says. “Our tests show
the inbreeding coefficient to be well
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within acceptable levels still. We'll
just have to keep our fingers crossed.”

There is another potential tme
bomb ticking away, and that is the
effects of being reared in artficial
surroundings. Even with the careful
hands-off policy practiced at Sybille.
life in small cages of wire and wood
painted government green is a far cry
from life in a prairie dog communiry.
The longer the black-footed ferrets
remain thus confined, the more they
risk becoming like the Siberian surro-
gates. whose original traits already
have begun to fade during their long
sojourn in tame environments. Each
new generation is a step farther along
the road toward domestication. a proc-
ess generally marked by a decreasz in
brain size as well as by the disappear
ance of key survival instincts.

Brian Miller's first attempts to teach
predator avoidance to captive Siberian
polecats made national news and a
few humor columns when Be mounted
a stuffed badger on a radio-controlled
toy truck and then stung the polecats
by shooting them with rubber bands
as Robo-Badger came whirring cheir
way. Yet the challenge of escaping
predators is serious. Of the dozens of
radio-collared Siberians released into
the wild. a third sooner or later ended
up in the jaws of badgers. Nearly all
the others were caught by coyotes.
Night-hunting raptors such as great
homed owls snatched a couple as
well. Obviously. any dulling of the
black-footed ferrets’ natural instincts
will undercut their chances of suc-
cess during reintroduction. Put an-
other way. continuing to hold them in
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Biologist John Carison checks on the
stuffed badger tried out for teaching
polecats how to avoid attacks by this
species. A Wind Cave National Park
prairie dog checks out a photographer.

a safe place creates a growing danger
of its own.

The time is right for turning the
first ones loose. In the captive sphere,
almost everything else has been ac-
complished, including the establish-
ment of alternate populations in case
some unforeseen disaster strikes Sybille
Canyon. First, a few ferrets were
shipped in 1988 to the Smithsonian’s
Front Royal, Virginia. facilities. Sev-
eral more were sent to the Henry
Doorley Zoo in Omaha. Additional
animals are being sent to the Toronto,
Louisville. Phoenix and Colorado
Spring-Cheyenne Mountain zoos.

University of Wyoming veterinar
ian Beth Williams has successfully
inoculated Siberian/black-footed hy-
brids with a modified version of the
caunine distemper vaccine and will
soon test it on pure black-footed fer
rets. immunization would greatly im-
prove their cnances of gaining a
foothold in communities of predatory
mamraals. which serve as a reservoir
for the virus. Of course, wild-born
ferret generations will have to take
their chances without inoculation.
Their best defense against disease
epidemics and other pressures lies in
being part of a population sufficiently
large and widespread to absorb a
random blow and bounce back. Over
«the long term. there is no substitute
for good ecological health.

BDouglus

Jim Brandenburg

Wyoming had planned to release
the first 40 to 50 ferrets back at their
old home in Meeteetse but switched
to Shirley Basin for this year after a
bout of plague continued to knock
down Meeteetse’s prairie dog num-
bers. Tom Thorne tells me not to let
my expectations run too high. Given
predation. the possibility of disease.
accidents and other dangers, the
Shirley Basin colonists may need to
be reinforced by another release of
animals there in 1992 and perhaps in
several more years after that. By 1992,
however. Montana could be ready
with a reintroduction site in and around
the Charles M. Russell National Wild-
life Refuge. So there should be two
wild populations out scratching and
digging their way toward survival. That
brings us to 1993.

The recovery plan calls for one or
more releases each year as new off-
spring become available until a mini-
mum of ten different locales over a
broad geographic range have been
repopulated. Toward that end. the
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Fish and Wildlife Service let the West-
em states take the lead. Each was (0
carry out an inventory of its best
remaining prairie dog complexes. de-
fined as clusters of towns no more
than about four miles apart. Then
they were to select the best prospects
and. working with the private and
public landholders in each area. draw
up a management plan that would
secure the habitat. Finally. they would
offer these sites as candidates for
ferret refntroduction.

[t isn't vet certain where ferrets will
be sent after next vear. At the De-
cember meeting in Denver of the
Interstate Coordinating Committee
for Ferret Recovery, one state after
another presented preliminary sur
veys of prairie dog habitat but then
tapered off into a vague discussion of
difficulties. Arizona at least seemed
enthusiastic about the. possibility of
having the species back within its
borders and suggested a site in
Coconino County in the northwestern
part of the state. But after Wyoming
and Montana. each state appeared to
have been hoping someone else would
volunteer for the earlier years so that
it could put the whole matter off for a
while longer.

Several argued that they wanted to
avoid announcing any specific site
until they have had a chance to forge
support at the local level. Suspicion

of gevernment runs Jeep among 1n-
dependent MWesterners. [t will take
time to establish the delicate but
crucial bridge of trust that will make
this effort succeed. said the recovery
teams. The last thing they want is for
the people in the region to feel that a
decision is being shoved down their
throats by “the Feds™ or state official-
dom and automatically fight it.

Nevertheless. the group had a
healthy share of members dedicated
to putting ferrets on the ground with-
out undue foot-dragging. ducking or
waffling. Before the meeting wound
down. they called for each state to
stand and deliver. Give us a date—
now—when vou can reasonably ex-
pect to be ready. they insisted. At
last. a 1993 possibility came in. It was
ftom South Dakota. focusing on a site
that-takes in Badlands National Park
and the adjoiping Buffalo Gap Na-
tional Grasslands. overseen by the
U.S. Forest Service. Next. a couple of
1994s. one in northwestern Colorado.
perhaps near Dinosaur National Mon-
ument. the other in North Dakota.
around Theodore Roosevelt National
Park. Then a hesitant 1995 from Ne-
braska. Things were moving forward.
anyway. if not exaculy at breakneck
speed. Kansas shrugged and said. only
half-jokingly, “20007"

In many rases. the lack of enthusi-
asm came not from the representa-

A o

tives in Denver but from the people
they report to at higher levels of gov-
ernment. Some state agencies appear
to be more or less indifferent to the
ferret’s fate. regarding it as a low
priority. New Mexico has declared
the ferret extinct. in effect dismissing
the recovery question. Other states
are still intent upon wiping out prai-
rie dogs. and black-footed ferrets stand
in the way of success. The Colorado
Department of Agriculture. for. in-
stance. sull speaks of native grass-
lands inhabited by native prairie dogs
as “infested.” South Dakota lists the
animals as pests. In various counties
of Nebraska and Kansas you aren't
supposed to allow prairie dogs to
exist on your own property even if
you like them. According to a statute
inappropriately called the “home rule”
law. once a neighbor complains about
the rodents being there you must
liquidate them or the county will do
it for you and send vou the bill.

Nor is the situation much more
enlightened at the national level. For
example. from 1980 through 1984 the
Bureau of Indian Affairs eradicated
prairie dogs on some 430.000 acres of
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
adjoining Badlands National Park at

Wholesale poisoning of prairie dogs
has decimated this once widespread
Jerret prex base. Here are some pups.
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This county agency sign in Wheatland.
Wvoming, signalizes the reason the
region lost its black-rooted ferrets.

a cost of $6.2 million. That is consid-
erably more than the market value of
the livestock the poisoning was in-
tended to aid—and more than the
market value of the land itself. Then.
during 1983 and 19%6. the bureau
poisoned out acother 225,000 acres
at a cost of several million more
dollars. And the Pine Ridge area.
together with Badlands and Buffalo
Gap National Grasslands. was the top
potential ferret habitat in the nation.
The National Farm Bureau success-
fully sued to force the National Park
Service to poison prairie dogs inside
Badlands National Park. Wind Cave
National Park in South Dakota has
also been poisoning prairie dogs within
its boundaries.

Under similar pressure from live-
stock interests. the U.S. Forest Ser
vice plans to poison the prairie dog
complex in South Dakota’s Conata
Basin, part of the Buffalo Gap Na-
tional Grasslands-Badlands National
Park ecosystem and thus part of the
best possible ferret recovery habitat
left anywhere. The annual economic
benefit from carde grazing there is no
more than $430.000. but an estimated
$3 million flows into the local econ-
omy everv vear from people who
come to shoot prairie dogs for recrea-
tion in Buffalo Gap National Grass-
lands. primarily :n =2 Conata Basin.
Here. then. is one measure of the
value of a vigorous. rzproducing pop-
ulation of praime ¢ogs. Some might
find it a curious measure. but it was
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brought out by biologists racking their
brains for arguments to dissuade the
Forest Service from toxifying the towns.
The service intends to eliminate not
every town but about 90 percent of
them. continuing-the history of habi-
tat reduction and fragmentation that
ultimately made it impossible for the
ferret to carry on.

Researchers have found that roughly
125 acres of prairie dog habitat are
needed to support one black-footed
ferret. Thus 200 ferrets. considered
the minimum viable population, re-
quire a prairie dog complex covering
at least 25.000 acres. The Forest Ser
vice proposal suggests leaving no more
than 3.800 acres of Conata Basin's
prairie dog habitat free from poison.
Actually. 200 ferrets may be the mini-
mum number of breeding animals re-
quired to produce a viable population.
Since only about a third of the ferrets
in a typical population are breeding
animals. the true minimum viable
population could be as many as 600
ferrets. requiring 73.000 acres. and
that is for a population expected to
be viable only over the short term.
Biologists generally agree that most
species require some 300 breeding
members to maintain a viable popu-
lation indefinitely. For ferrets. that
would mean 1,500 animals in all.

Back in 1971. Faith McNulty wrote
a book entitled Must Thex Die? in
which she described how one agency
was spending bundles of raxpayers’
money to extirpate prairie dogs while
another—the Office of Endangered
Species—was struggling to rescue fer-
rets. She called it "a bad case of
governmental schizophrenia.” This bu-
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reaucratic psychosis has not improved
much since then. The same schizoid
logic leads to spending public funds
to kill prairie dogs while also spend-
ing public funds on predator control
programs to kill the prairie dogs’ nat-
ural enemies, such as covotes. foxes
and bobcats.

Although some ranchers seem to
get along well enough with prairie
dogs. most cuss them as varmints that
seriously deplete the range of grasses
for livestock. It would be more accu-
rate to say that prairie dogs tend to
thrive where livestock have first de-

pleted the natural cover of tall grass -

by heavy grazing. In-other words. it
isn’t that prairie dogs discourage live-
stock: it's that livestock encourage
prairie dogs. After all. these sociable
rodents evolved in habitats dominated
by bison and were adapted to colo-
nize portions of the prairie mowed
down by large herds. The bison would
move on. Sheep and cartte don't.
Often, they continue to graze down a
range until the vegetation changes
and can no longer support the num-
ber of livestock it used to. High densi-
ties of prairie dogs can be a symptom
of such a trend, but they are hardly
its cause.

It takes at least 300 prairie dogs to
consume as much vegetation as one
cow and her calf, and even then they
are not necessarily direct competitors.
Prairie dogs aerate and fertilize the
soil, turning over dozens of tons per
acre every vear. The rodents’ close
cropping of forage encourages the
spread of succulent herbs and keeps
grass in the early stages of growth.
which grazers find more palatable
than later stages. Research has shown
that at certain times of year. bison,
antelope, deer and livestock all pre-
fer to graze in prairic dog towns.
Further studies have revealed that the
market weight of cattle grazed on a
prairie dog complex is as high as that
of cattle grazed away from the com-
plex. Despite all the decades devoted
1o prairie dog genocide. it has never
been demonstrated that these rodents
take more than four to seven percent
of the total forage available over a
typical rangeland. even at high
densities.

If prairie dogs really make it im-
possible to raise decent numbers of

livestock on range kept in decent ’

condition. how is it that {or thousands
of vears a vastly greater throng of
prairie dogs. billions of them. coexisted

Jim Brandenburyg
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across the Great Plains with what was
possibly the greatest hooved biomass
ever supported by one ecosystem—an
estimated 60 million bison, plus an
equal number of elk, mule deer and
antelope?

But why argue? In order to get the
ferrets out of their cages and back on
those plains. the biologists in charge
of recovery are taking pains to ac-
commodate livestock interests. Mak-
ing use of a. obscure provision in tne
Endangered Species Act, they are
prepared to designate the releasad
animals 2s “nonessential experimen-
1al” populations. This means. in ef-
fect. tha: no one will be prosecuted
for some action that inadvertently
harms the animnals. The provision is
intended to allay ranchers’ fears that
having an endangered species around
will result in a welter of new restric-
tions on how they use public lands.
Nonessential experimental status also
represents a compromise with oil. gas
and mining interests. They will merely

be requested to make a sincere effort
not to disrupt essential prairie dog
habitat in the recovery area. Nor do
any plans for the ferrets call for shut-
ting down such recreation as big game
hunting. varmint shooting and driv-
ing off-road vehicles in key prairie
dog complexes. Plans call only for
managing these activities more care-
fully than usual during the critical
early phase of reintroduction.
Another move designed to over
come resistance from agricultural and
livestock intecests is 1eferred to as
lock clearance. Once a state identi-
fies and secures a prairie dog com-
plex or two for ferret recovery, it will
oe released from a requirement that
it consult with the Fish and Wildlife
Service about ferret protection be-
fore it sets about clearing—that is.
eradicating~— prairie dogs from other
blocks of potential habitat. Simply
put. the deal seems 1o be: Give us
enough prairie dogs someplace for
ferrets and we'll let you do whatever

Wind Cave National Park is rated
a good ferret reintroduction site.
Note the covote ambling past bison.

you like with the rest. The preferred
poison these days is zinc phosphide.
which is at ieast less likely than previ-
ous toxins to kill nontarget animals,
including black-footed ferrets.

Block clearance is intended to en-
courage cooperation on the part of
certain states in ferret recovery. Un-
fortunately, it also has the potential
of encouraging accelerated fragmen-
tation of the West's remaining prairie
dog communities. And to the extent
that such fragmentation does pro-
ceed. it could condemn the reintro-
duced ferret groups to remain forever
cut off from one another. Loss of
habitat linkage means loss of genetic
linkage. The usual resuit is known
among ecologists as the island effect.
whereby smalil. isolated populations
either disappear or evolve fairly rap-
idly into different forms.
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The ferrer recosery strategy cails
for establishing the minimum viable
number of 1.200 ferrets—but not in
one contiguous population. Instead.
it will be distributed in at least ten
different geographic locales whose
populations together will add up t0
1.500. Naturally. the biologists hope
that each group will expand bevond
the reintroduction area to colonize
other prairie dog communities. But
each group may still be too far from
the next with too little prairie dog
habitat in between ever to meet one
another. To maintain the black-footed
ferret in isolated populations. the spe-
cialists admit that they will probably
end up having to transfer breeding
males from one state to the next for a
long time to come. perhaps in perpe-
tuity. They may also have to continue
supplementing the “island” popula-
tions with captive stock to prevent
their numbers from slipping.

The implications are enormous. for
this means that recovery has been
redefined to mean returned to nature
but in an unnatural arrangement that
the species has little chance to
overcome —oule that keeps it depend-
ent upon human manipulation and
ultimately more vulnerable to disrup-
tion in the future. It is an arrange-
ment out of step with the emphasis
on connectivity and biological diver
sity that is beginning to challenge
wildlife managers to forgo their tradi-
tional piecemeal approach to conser
vation. The ferret’s plunge toward
near-extinction is still something of a
mystery. Prairie dog eradication was
not practiced everywhere. A fair num-
ber of isolated populations of ferrets
ought to have survived. Some experts
believe they did. but whether because
of disease or some other factor
proved unable to endure long in such
a configuration.

The diversity of fauna in ovr prai-
rie ecosystems is in good part a direct
product of prairie dog complexes. It
reflects the increase in plant diversity
found there. but that is only the start.
Stand with me on the Wyoming plains
in the wintertime. There is no more
shelter from the wind and driving
snow now than there is shade from the
baking midsummer sun. Where is the
best place to escape the extremes?
Underfoot. Down in the maze of bur-
rows, where the temperature and
humidity remain fairly constant vear
round. That is where the prairie rat-
tlesnakes have their winter hiberna-
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culum. [t is where bull snakes. box
turtles. various lizards. Great Plains
and spadefoot toads and long-toed
and tiger salamanders also lie waiting
for the warmth to return: and where
grasshoppers. crickets. beetles and
an array of other invertebrates spend
part of their life cycie in order to
survive.

Here. too. at various times will be
cottontail rabbits. skunks. weasels and
all manner of mice. voles and other
small mammals. And the dens of
swift foxes, prairie dwellers now threat-
ened or endangered in several states:
toward the southern end of the prai-
ries. rare kit foxes may den in the
burrows instead. Prairie dog holes
also provide essential nesting habitat
for the burrowing owl. which many
observers feel is headed for the threat-
ened or endangered list.

The town as a whole will have
nearly six times the number of terres-
trial predators as will be found out-
side. from gopher snakes to badgers
and bobcats. Tally the birds during
the warm months and you'll have
more than twice as many individuals
from 25 percent more species in prai-
rie dog towns as on surrounding lands.
Among them may be golden eagles
and prairie falcons. There will almost
surely be birds from a compiex de-
scribed as steppe endemic species—
those that originated on the buffalo
prairies and remain closely bound to
traditional buffalo habitats. They in-
clude ferruginous hawks. which have
declined in many areas; lark bun-
tings. Baird's sparrows and Sprague’s
pipits, down berween 35 and 45 per
cent since the 1960s: Cassin's spar
rows, down 63 percent: and, perhaps
most closely associated with prairie
dog communities. mountain plovers,
down 61 percent. Like the burrowing
owl. mountain plovers are considered
bound for the threatened or endan-
gered list.

What. then. is the true value of a
prairie dog if it helps sustain so many
different kinds of life? It already costs
the government far more to extirpate
prairie dogs than is gained by adding
a few more cows to the range. What is
the true cost if continued extirpation
is also going to lead to managing
burrowing owls. mountain plovers and
other prairie animals as endangered
species along with ferrets? And what
is the point? Utah prairie dogs are
already themselves threatened. Mexi-
can prairie dogs are endangered.
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Cynomys gunnisoni gunnisoni. one of
the two recognized subspecies of
Gunnison's prairie dog. has become
rare. Even white-tailed prairie dogs
and black-tailed prairie dogs. the most
abundant of the five species. fill only
a shadow of their former niches.

In 1987 and again in 1988, Bad-
lands National Park took swift foxes
from the neighboring Pine Ridge In-
dian Reservation in the hope of re-
storing this native creature to the
park’s wildlife communiry. The suc-
cess of this transplant effort is un-
known. The project ended recently
for two reasons. The first was that no
more swift foxes could be located
following a massive prairie dog poi-
soning campaign in the reservation.
The second was that the swift fox
became a candidate for the federal
threatened and endangered list. put-
ting transplants on hold until more
information about existing popula-
tions is gathered.

The life form we are at risk of
losing is really the whole prairie dog
community and with it. ultimately,
the native American prairie. In many
ways. this savanna was our grandest
biome. replete with buffalo wolves.
plains grizzlies and whooping cranes.
Now it is difficult to find a small
sample of what it was once like. To
find a sample that. like the admired
savanna parks of East Africa, holds
all its original inhabitants is impossi-
ble. Think what it wouid mean to
have such a place of our own, if only
as a model—a natural laboratory in
which we could learn how our prairie
system is supposed to operate. Think
what it means not to have one. It
means we are flying blind.

Ranchers might have a point when
they say prairie dogs can at times
multiply until they really do cut sharply
into livestock forage. Naruralis's may
be right when they reply that this is
temporary and the rodents will fi-
nally abandon the town. which will
then regrow with richer vegetation

* than before. How do we decide? Where
do we look? Because it was bison-
dominated and the bison were migra-
tory, the prairie was in constant flux.
That was part of its richness and
vitality. We might be able to recreate
some of that pattern using livestock
and perhaps learn to prosper within
the natural framework instead of strug-
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Veterinarian Tom Thorne sets a live trap t1op) for wild black-footed ferrets gling against it. But which place can
near Meeteetse. Wyoming. in 1983 and weighs a captive ferret in 1958, From show us how things originally worked?
a handrul saved from the plague. the captive population has grown to some 180. Where do we have a large. diverse
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and far-ranging community of native
prairie grazers interacting with a large.
Jiverse community of predators. ro-
dents and vegetation? Nowhere in
North America. and that is a shame. |
think it points toward one of the most
important things conservation could
work for on this continent.

In the meantime. we need to follow
the plans for ferret recovery closely
as the time for the first release ap-
proaches. It is not fair. either to the
ferret or to the people charged with
managing it. to use this single endan-
gered species as a club to defend
what remains of our prairie. That
would only confirm the fears of many
public land users in the West and
possibly spark renewed biopolitical
squabbling that might delay ferret
reintroduction indefinitely. Wyoming
and cooperating zoos and research
centers don't really have the funds or
facilities to keep increasing the num-
bers of ferrets in captivity. The con-
tinued captivity isn't going to do the
animals any good. anyway. In the
words of Tom Thorne., “This is not
the time to start a battle with
stockgrowers over prairie dogs in the
name of black-footed ferrets. If
reintroduction can be accomplished
and a ferret population established. it
shouid do a lot to demonstrate that
ferrets will not necessarily interfere
with stockgrowers’ operations and life-
styles.” The ferret, in other words.
need not remind anyone of the spot-
ted owl.

Yet—as the foot-draggers among
the Interstate Coordinating Commit-
tee know only too weil—a number of
farm and ranch groups and some
state officials already have come out
squarely against ferret reintrodu ction.
They oppose it despite the considera-
ble efforts of the Fish and Wildlife
Service and state recovery teams to
accommodate their interests. It is not
enough for them that released ferrets
may be treated as nonessential exper-
imental animals rather than as a valu-
able share of the few that remain on
the planet. Being granted something
as potentially destructive to prairie
dogs as block clearance also fails to
sausfy them. If their position is so
hardened. we might question whether
it was worth giving away any strict
protective measures in the first place.
And we ought to make sure that
orders don't come down from Wash-
ington forcing the biologists to bend
even further than they have already.
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One positive thing that has come
out of ferret-related politics has been
increased communication among the
myriad state and federal agencies that
deal with natural resources. An ant-
dote to schizophrenia, this crossing
of the traditional bureaucratic bound-
aries to find common ground is still
so new that a lot of it takes place on
tiptoes. But it is under way nonethe-
less, sparked by the need to save such
imperiled species as grizzly bears.
trumpeter swans and now black-footed
ferrets. Given enough practice, maybe
the agencies will even develop a habit
of working together. We can hope so.
because linkage berween government
land-use policies is going to be as
critical to the future of many wild
animals as linkage between protected
habitats.

If the spirit of cooperation came to
be embraced by more of the eco-
nomic groups whose activities affect
our common wildlife heritage, we
could. with luck. have black-footed
ferrets back on the prairies in fairly

Biologist Brian Miller examines a
polecat found hungry in its release
box. The animal may have returned
for fear of badgers and coyotes.

short order. We are incredibly lucky
to have any at all after what they have
been through. As things stand. their
return promises to be slow and less
than complete. We can do better
than that. Instead of trying to save
some minimum number of prairie
patches scattered far and wide. we
should be pushing to conserve the
integrity and continuity of the Amen:-
can savanna—and working to do it

~ with the cooperation of stockgrowers

and other landowners. To the ferrets
waiting dark-eyed in their cages at
Sybille Canyon. and to a lot of other
creatures still in the wild, it could make
all the difference in the world. O

Douglas. H. Chadwick wrote “The
Los Guajalotes Project.” Nov/Dec 90.
A Monuana biologist/writer. he is a
DEFENDERS field correspondent.
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MAINE PUBLIC 284 STA
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& WILDLIFE (207) 289-2871

CONTACT: PAUL FOURNIER
PHONE: 289-2871

EXHIBIT €A

REiEASE AT WILL::::RESTRICTIONS REMOVED ON COMMON FERRETS

AUGUSTA, MAINE --— "The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife will no
longer comnsider the common ferret to be wild by mature, and subject to
regulation,® Commissioner Glena H. Manuel said today.

. "In response to numerous requests to import and possess ferrets in the
state of Maine, the Fish and Wildlife Department has investigated the origin
and nature of this animal. For many years, the department has controlled the
importation and possession of ferrets to insure against the establishwment of
wild populations and the introduction of disease to Haine furbearings animals,?®
Hanuel said.

The ferrets in question (Mustela putorius furo) are members of the weasel
family. They are bred by commercial and private breeders and commonly possessed
as pets in many parts of the U.5. and other foreign commtries. These animals
should not be confused with the rare Blackfooted Ferret foxmd in western sections
of the United States.

Richard €. VanGelder, Curator of Hammals, American Museum of Fational
History, states: “These znimals have been domesticated certainly since 600 A.D.
vhen they were described as being used for hunting rabbits, and very ptobably
much earlier. In the first ceatury A.D. there are descriptions of what a:e
most likely ferrets being bred to hunt rabbits, being wuzzled before being
sent into warren — this was the Balearic Islands. Aristotle, about 350 B.C.
refers to a kind of polecat that becomes very mild and tame, which probably is
in reference to domestic fe:ilts, and there are esrlier accounts that probably
refer to domestic ferrets in Greek plays (Aristophanes) and possibly even in

the Bible (Lev. XI, 29-30). -
The present-day domestic ferrets qualify as domestic animals because they

have been bred by humans to achieve differences from their wild ancestors.”
Other fish and wildlife departments indicate that ferrets are commonly

possessed as pets and that feral populations have not become a proble=m.

///prepared243uly85/// =30- . .
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PETER BEILENSON.M.D.. M.P.H.. Commissioner
303 East Fayetie Street
Balumore, Maryland 21202

CITY OF BALTIMORE

KURT L. SCHMOKE, Mayor

5 July 1994

Ms. Diane Rogers, President EX #w@GiT &0
Baltimore Ferret Club .

2306 Pickwick Road

Baltimore, Maryland 21207

Subject: Owning of Domestic Ferrets
in Baltimore City

Dear Ms. Rogers:

We wish to thank you and other representatives of ferret owners from this
region and indeed from around the country for providing a wealth of information
concerning the domestic ferret and their status as pets in many states in this
country. :

This information and our subsequent meetings and discussions have led us to
conclude that the ferret kept as a pet by many ferret owners in Maryland and
elsewhere is indeed a domestic animl, and, as such, may be kept as a pet in
Baltimore City. We have also been informed by our Law Department that no
change in City law is needed, since our previous ban on ownership of ferrets
was based on our administrative decision that these were wild animals and not
on any particular City law banning ferrets.

We are pleased to inform you that the domestic ferret may now be legally
kept as a pet in Baltimore City. We have no intentions at this time to impose
any licensing or other restrictions on ferret ownership, but reserve the right
to do so in the future if the need arises. We have been impressed that the
Baltimore Ferret Club is a strong advocate for responsible ferret ownership,
the humane treatment and care of ferrets, and for the responsibility of ferret
owners to maintain their pets and their surroundings in a clean and sanftary
manner.

We look forward to maintaining our good working relationship. If you have
any questions, please call Earl Watson, Director, Bureau of Animal Control, at
396-4698, or Donald Torres, Assistant Commissioner for Environmental Health,

at 396-4422.
Sincerely, g 7
Peter Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H.
Commissioner -
PB/DT/bjr
cc: Dr. F. A. Hoffman
J. Welch
E. Watson
D. Torres
File @Rimumychdmﬁthuwwﬁeaﬂywyuiﬁ.

P. Marudas
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916) 653-7664
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March 30, 1994
The Honorable Willie Brown ':'Nt" brand fax transmittal memo 7871 [sotages » [ ()
Speaker of the Assembly 5% Pl e Tiove
State Capitol, Room 219 Ca e b Movein
Sacramento, California 95814 > —
Fae o ry
Dear Speaker Brown: l

As you know the Department of Fish and Game is OPPOSED o AB 2497
(Goldsmith). This position is based upon the best and most current informaton available to
the Deparunent of Fith and Game. The following informaton and the enclosed "Ferret Fact
Sheet” summarizes our position on this issue,

Domestic ferrets are from the family Mustelid carnivore, which places it in the larger
group of animals which includes otters, weasels, and mink. The scientific community
generally concludes that ferress are derived from the European polecat, with which it will
interbreed.»’A distinguishing characteristic of these camnivores is that they are by nature very
adept buntersi/ Literature from New England studies report that in the wild ferrews prey upon
small mammals, repdles, rails, ground nesting birds, waterfowl, and eggs. It is important to
note that the name”*Domestic ferret” is a zoological name and is'iot meant to suggest any
unique personal pet qualities.

Records indicate that humans have used ferrets for nearly 2,000 years because of their
i/predatory ability to hunt rabbits and other similar animals and to control undesirable rodens,
* including rats. Ferrets were apparenty captured, bred, and shipped around the world to
control problem animals in homes and communities. Ferrets have been bred and kept on a
large scale as personal pets only in the last 40-30 years,

Although proponents of Domestz ferret ownership claim that through extensive captive
brecding ferrets havelest the ability to survive in the wild, no credible sciendfic evidence exiss
to support this claim. In fact, common knowledge contradicts this assertion. Cats and dogs
which have also been bred and kept as personal pets for hundreds of years clearly demonstate
the ability to survive and esuablish feral populations in the wild.

Conmary o claims, numerous sciendfic reports document the existence of feral
populadons of ferrets intentonally or accidentally released into the wild. These reports (many
of which are from within the past 20 years) come from around the world including, England,
Wales, Scotland, mainland Europe. Eurasia, several Mediterranean islands, New Zealand, and
the"United States.
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Ferress were first introduced into the United States about 1875 to kill rats in Ohio.
vHowever feral populations developed and became a problem to poultry producers,
necessitating adoption of ferret control regulations in Ohio and at least four neighboring
states,

Decades ago State law recognized that many exotic (nonnatve) species of animals could
cause problems to private property and native fish and wildlife. A long list of species are
prohibited unless specifically allowed by the Fish and Game Commission. Female ferrets have
been prohibited since 1932, while neutered males were allowed in California with a permit
until 1987 when the Commission determined that the risk posed to wildlife"was (00 great due
to the numerous ferrets which had escaped or had been reléased. Although ferress are no
longer permitted in the State, the Department receives at least 20-30 ferrets annually from
local animal control agencies. These ferrets were caprured out-of-doors after escaping or
being released. ; )

Limited research funding is available to wildlife agencies to study and document
potental problems undl a wildlife issue becomes a crisis. So it is not surprising that‘other
states, 00, lack any extensive documentation of wild ferret populations. Since ferrets are
ilegal in California, the Department has not studied them and has relied upon‘fitarature from
other states and countries in forming its decisions. However, the Department has had
experience keeping ferrets for extended periods in outside cages. In addition, the reports of
sightings by knowledgeable persons, coupled with documented populatons from other areas of
the world with climatic conditions similar to our own, convinces us that ferrets’éan and ‘will
susvive in the wild in California.

Ferrets are allowed in 46 other states—under a variety of conditions and restrictions.
Proponents of ferret ownership claim that no states report any problems. However, it is a fact
thatfew wildlife officials willingly concurred in the legalization of ferress. They are concerned
that eventually ferret populadons will conflict with wildlife'ds they have in other parts of the
world and these officials would 'quickly go back to prohibiting ferress if they could.

California's experience with exotic species of plants and animals which were introduced
into California for so-called beneficial reasons is a sobering one and should make us cautous.
Many of these species have become significant and costly problems for the State, for _
agriculture, and for the public (e.g.\fed fox, white bass, wild boar, European starling).” Given
the growing list of California's endangered animals, it is ill advised to permit the introduction
of yet another adept hunter,

For these reasons the Depastment is opposed to AB 2497. If you would like additonal
information or copies of the sciendfic articles we have, please let me know.

Sincerely,
Boyd ézbbons
Director

Enclosure
cc: Members of the Assembly




DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
FERRET FACT SHEET
March 25, 1994

What are ferrets?

Ferrets are members of the mustelidae family (weasels, wolverines, badgers, skunks, etc.).
They are about 16 inches long and weigh from two to five pounds. The males are larger
than the females. Ferrets are slightly larger than mink. Long-tailed weasels, which in parts
of California are similar in markings to the ferret, are much smaller, weighing 1/2 to

one pound.

Ferrets are carnivores and are very adept hunters by natre. Yin the wild on birds
waterfowl, reptiles, rodents, and small livestock, including poultry and rabbits. Some of the
potential species in California include State- or Federaily-listed ground-dwelling species, such
as the Stephens kangaroo rat, California least tern, clapper rail, smowy plover, and others
(see anached Collins Guide to the Mammals of New Zealand). '

Do ferrets have an instinct to escape domestic settings?

Yes. Bynamm,femammﬁmn,cancrawlﬁ:mughmaﬁopcnmgs.andmmﬂyesmpe
from cages or home settings. Ferret care literature cautions owners 1o secure their houses
and cages to prevent escape (Literamre Reference: A Bit Abowt Ferrers). Literature also
indicatesthmfmdonothaveabondinginsﬁncttoahomcandmn,ffcrmsucanowed
t0 roam outside, they may wander away.

Are there documented cases of stray ferrets?

Yes. Since 1989, 104 stray or confiscated ferrets have been brought to one Department of
Fish and Game facility. Ihismpmsfmmken&nmaverymngmgnphicm;
however, stray ferrets have been reported nationwide.

/mmdoam@dmpdﬁmﬁmmmfmbmmgmmmm&e
1§ E

iYes. Literamre from ew Zealand studies states that ferrets may escape into the wild in any
counaywhemﬂzymﬁf,andmﬂindcpmdmfemjpopﬂaﬁonsmmwnonuvem
omummaﬁmmmzwm.ammwmammmmhycmxy
memblasseverdamsmcuﬁomh,mmﬂmkmwnpopuhdonofmnymﬂfmm.
Mw.mmmym.afmimhﬁoneﬂnediﬂWmSanMImm.
which has a climate similar to California’s north cosst.

Whet is the Tatrre of ferrets in the wilg?

According to the Moors and Lavers 1981 snudy, "the males and females share the same
pround bu: exclude other ferrets of the same sex, at least {rom the centers of their home
xangs.AMmyshiﬁimhomemgemningimﬁfcmrdmgmmedisuibuﬁmoffood
and neighbors. In New Zealand in 2 [wetland]/dune/farmiand area home ranges of males
averaged approximately 100 acres and that of females, approximazzly 30 acres.® Unlike
prairie dogs or ground squirrels which live in colonies, ferrets are fairly solitary and
individually require a sizeable home range.

Are there‘ﬁocumented cases of populations of escaped domestic ferrets in the United

States?
Ferrets are small, elusive, solitary, nocurnal mammals. It is thzrefore‘(mmly difficult,

time-consuming, and expensive 10 scientifically document their presence in the wild. Also,
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any public reports of ferret sightings in the wild would have 1o be carefully assessed because
of the possibility of confusion with native species, such as weasels and mink. For these
reasons, ‘wildlife agencies in some other states have pot conducted investigations. In
California, where ferrets are illegal and the fiscal resources available for wildlife research is
limited, ferret research has not been possible. However, we have experienced serious
problems with nonnative species. A case in point is the nonnative red fox. A few decades
ago, this species was not perceived as a problem to California’s wildlife resources, but it has
become so. Now, the burden nonmative predators such as the red fox place on stressed
ecosystems is well documented (see antached Managing Non-Native Species in California).

R:gardless/ofthepownﬁalforfmestabﬁshmemasabreedingspeciesinmewﬂdin
Californiay’large oumbers of stray. nonbresding ferrets could have serious impacts on local
wildlife populations.

Have domestic ferrets lost their instinct to kill live prey?
No.mDeparmmofPishandGamnhasmbﬁshedthnmyfeum.hcldinupﬁvi:y
andprovidedape:fooddiet.mdilyandwpuwdlykilllivepreyinzoduwdmtheircagcs.l/
Afoodhzbi:ssmdyofadomesﬁcfmnpopuhﬁonmnhasbecomembﬁshedinNew
Zsaland documents thar these animals eat rabbits, mice, rass, rails, waterfowl, and eggs.

The study showed that 45 percent of their diet was mammals and approximately 30 percent

of their diet was birds, including perching birds and ground-dwelling species. About five |~

percent of their diet was eggs.

How would domestic ferrets fit into California’s wild environment?

California has more plant and wildlife diversity than any other stare. The State’s wildlife
species have evolved together with complicated predator-prey relationships. Many of the
specwcfmwwoummyonhawhadmcmericm:wimfemandwomdmaefmbc
exceptionally vuinerable to predation. This factor has been substantially documented with
similar nonnative predator species, such as the nonmative red fox and feral cas. The
scienrific literature includes several recent studies showing excessive damage caused to
vulnerable prey species by nonnative mammals with*Similar predatory instmcts 1o the ferret.

Do(errascarrydhusesthatmathrwtocmfomia’swﬂdlife?

Yes“Ferrets carry Aleutian disease, which is caused by a parvovirus and is rapidly fatal to
mink. Thisslowlypmgmsivedisnsembecarﬁedbymmglymmyfem.m
escapedfmwuldexposemﬁvcwifomiawﬂdlifcwmisﬁmldim. Like other wild
and domestic animals, ferrets can carry and spread many other dissases (such as distemper)
and parasites 1o wildlife (Reference: Biology and Diseases of the Ferrer).

Is there a "proven"‘{acdne to prevent rabies?

,/No. Although there is a rabics vaccie approved for use, it is nct proven effective in
preventing this disease in ferrets. Vaccination does not eliminare the possibility of rabies, aud
the infectious period for a rabid ferret—prior to showing clinical signs--is not known.
Escaped stray ferrets may coms in contast with skunks, which State Health Services reports
indicate have a very high incidence rate of rabies.

How many ferrets are in California?
The Department has 0o information on the number in the State. There were an estimated
1,000,000 pet ferrets and 400,000 ferret owners in the United States in the earty 1980’s.
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Foreword

on-indigenous species (NIS)—those species found beyond their natural
ranges—are part and parcel of the U.S. landscape. Many are highly
beneficial. Almost all U.S. crops and domesticated animals, many sport
. Y ‘fish and aquaculture species, numerous horticultural plants, and most
biological control arganisms have origins outside the country. A large number
_of NIS, however, cause significant economic, environmental, and health
damage.'rhesehannmlspecicsmthefocmofthisamdy.

The total number of harmful NIS and their cumulative impacts are creating
a growing burdea for the country. We cannot completely stop the tide of new
harmful introductions. Perfect screening, detection, and control are technically
impossible and will remain so for the foreseeable future. Nevertheless, the
Peduﬂandswpoﬁcicsdesignedmprotectus&omthewmtspedesmnot
safeguarding our national interests in important areas.

_ These conclusions have a number of policy implications. First, the Nation
has no real national policy on harmful introductions; the current system is
piecemeal, lacking adequate rigor and comprehensiveness. Second, many
Federal and State mmtes,regulaﬁons,andprogramsmnotkeepingpmwith
new and spreading non-indigenous pests. Third, better environmental education
andgreatcraccountabﬂityforacﬁomtha:cansehannconldpreventsome
problems. F‘mally,fastzrrespomeandmoreadequmfundingconldlimitthe
impact of those that slip through.

‘ ThissmdywasrequestedbytheﬁouseMcrchamMaﬁneandF‘mhsics
Comminee;iszubcommineeonthaiﬂandWﬂdﬁfeComervaﬁonandthe
Environment and the Subcommittee on Oceanography and Great Lakes; the
Subcommittee on Water Resources of the House Committee on Public Works
andmnsportaﬁon.andbykcpmesemaﬁvelohnDingen.lnaddiﬁon, .
RepresenxaﬁvesAmoHoughwnandH.ImoSanonendorsedths study.

WegreaﬁyapprecimthccomribuﬁonsofthcAdvismyPaneLmthorsof
commissioned papers, workshop paricipants, survey responcents, ard the many
addiﬁnnalpeoplewhoreviewedmxxexiaLTheirﬁmclyandindepthassistance
enabled us to do the extensive study our requesters eavisioned. As with all OTA
studies, the content of the repart is the sole responsibility of OTA.

A

hoger C. Herdman, Director

P
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376 | Harmful Non-Indigenous Species in the United States —

flaraneivceE Twoex:

Cape Sable seaside sparrow (Ammodramus maritimus
mirabilis), 262

cat (Felis cartus), 50, 57, 131, 199, 262

cattle (Bos taurus), 3, 78, 189, 236-7, 243

cattle egret (Bubulcus ibis), 237

chuckar—see chukar partridge

chukar partridge (Alectoris chukar), 57, 94, 178, 190, 228

coyote (Canis latrans), 73, 213

crocodile (Caiman crocodilus), 84

Cuban brown anole (Anolis sagrei), 257

desert bighorn sheep (Ovis canadensis), 75

dog (Canis familiaris), 49-50, 57, 69, 131, 138, 143, 188,
199, 236, 248, 251-3, 262

donkey-—gee burro

castern bluebird (Sialia sialis), 71

English sparrow (Passer domesticus), 63, 99, 228

European fallow deer (Dama dama), 84

Europesan pig—see hog

European rabbit (Orycrolagus cuniculus), 33,75, 213, 246,
253

B " .
feral burro--gee burro

feral cat—see cat T

feral dog——see dog L

feral European pig—see hog -,

feral goat—gee goat e

feral hog—see hog

feral horse—sgee horse

feral rabbit—gee rabbit

feral sheep—gee gheep

orida panther (Felts concolor cory), 49, 76, 265

giant rat (Cricetmys gambianus, C. emini), 292

gost (Capra hircus), 7, 61, 148, 151, 178, 189, 204, 236-7,
240, 246, 268, 271

green anole (Anolis carolinensis), 257

grey wolf—ges wolf

grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horribilis), 135

Guam rail (Ralius owstoni), 76

Hawaiian googo——gee nens

Hawaiian moak seal (Monachus schauinslandi), 234

Himalsyan snow cock (Tetraogallus himalayensis), 94

hog (Sus scrofa, Sus scrofa domesticus), 9, 33, 50, 52, 61,73,
76,131,152, 188, 205, 218, 220, 236, 237, 240, 263, 265

horse (Equus caballus), 9, 111, 131, 148, 152, 166, 178,
189-90, 2064, 236

house sparrow——sgee English gparow

Hungarian partidge (Perdix perdix), 228

Indian mongoose (Herpestes auropunctarus), 9, 152, 160,
236

kalij pheasant (Lophura leucomelana), 246

key deer (Odocoileus virginianus clavium), 262

Kirtland’s warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii), 71

lion (Panthera leo), 212, 218

"“wolf (Canis fupus), 49, A
. wolf/dog hybrid (Canis lupus x C. familiaris), 49, 52, 69, 71

"
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loggerhead sea wurtle (Caretta caretta), 75

longhorn cattle (Bos taurus), 187

mongooss—see Indian mongoose

monk parakeet (Myiopsirta monachus), 84, 258

mouflon sheep (Ovis spp.), 204

Muscovy duck (Cairing moschata), 228

mute swan (Cygnus olor) 228

myna bird (Acridotheres tristis), 237

nene (Branta sandvicensis), 236

Nile monitor lizard (Varanus niloticus), 84

nine-banded armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus), 263

nutria (Myocaster coypus), 213, 228 )

Old World blackheaded gull (Larus ridibundus), 52

ostrich (Struthio camelus), 141 ’

palila (Loxioides bailleui), 204, 246

pig—see hog

rabbit-—ses European rabbit

rat (Rartus spp.), 56, 131, 236, 242, 299

red deer (Cervus elaphus), 141,217, 220

red-vented bulbul (Pycnionotus jocosus), 243

red-whiskered bulbul (Pycnonorus cafer), 243

ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus colchicus), 57, 82, 94, 178,
190, 228 :

Rocky Mountain goat (Oreamnus americanus), 94

San Juan rabbit-gee Earopean rabbit

scarlet kingsnake (Lampropeltis triangulum elapsoides), 89

sheep (Ovis gries), 178, 189, 236, 246

Sichuan phessant (Phasianus colchieus), 82

sika deer (Cervus nippon), 57, 71

enail kite (Rostrhamus sociabilis), 262

South African oryx (Oryx gazella gazella), 57

starling (Sturnus vulgaris), 71, 228

tree frog (Hyla cinerea), 89

Plants

African boxthomn (Lycirum ferocizsiman), 303
Afiican lovegruss (Erugrostls lehmunniana), 71
African payal (Salvinia auricuiata), 303

air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera), 259

alfalfa (Medicago sativa), 52, 61, 187, 271, 275
alkanet—see common bugloss

alligator weed (Alternanthera philoxeroides), 9, 152
American chestrut (Castaneg dentata), 66, 74
Amur maple (Acer ginnala), 84

anchuss—eee common bugloss
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Dear Mr thbons. ) ’

-

Rhone Meneux is the manufac':urer of IMRAB“’ a kmed rebles vaccine which has’ been

- - -8pproved by the USDA for use-in-six specias of animals, Including ferrets.. It has ?~._=
- COMG to dur attention that your Department has been. ‘publishing false ang mieleadlng

. Information about lMRAB°' both ‘within California and perhaps in. other states.’-We = -

.. have reviewed’ the attached March 25,1894 "Ferret Fact.Sheet,” and wae.believe that
n ‘the comments made about our.vacc.ne ‘are falae end mxsleading to the Intended

reader [ - ﬂ - S N O'. : A L4 .- ~" ": i
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N !MRAB“" rabres vaccme, k!lled vxrus, has been tested for safe!v, purlty end
effectiveness in. accordance With' ‘the Code of Federel Regulanons, Secuon 9 (SCFR).
part 113..209 as :ssued and reguieted by the APHIS of the USDA. y

4"" P "As a resutt of thxs testmg i cccordence virlth SCFR 1 1.3 209 thoﬂﬁﬂ.ﬁ.h.a.um ook
o -. 2"+ IMRAB®.as a sefe, pure and_ 5 '
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fThe cmerlon for demonstratmg protec'xon In ferrets (SCFR J 13 209 63V) wac zﬁe

.. " " same as used 1o’ demonstrate’ the. vaceine’s ‘effectiveness’ in-dogs;. cats-and ‘other ““ -

Tt 'speciés. - = In_ fact, ‘the-ralles prozectl,on afforded ferrets (Ei._% vacclfisted. with '

IMRAB' exceeded ‘the mimmum protsc:ion tcvel requfred M for USD‘A ﬂcense
'aoproval for dogs. cets. ctc. U B : _f,., i et -

. : . .
- =~ . -,_ .0 . '_ = ': : .
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h appears your source of mformarion regerdlng XMRAB° was not accurate and we ask :
thar you ‘cease and* "desist : any: tur:her pubhcations Qr: commen .
accurately reflect the; _proven - efﬂcacy or safary: of our IMRAB° product. ~-We »also-?
T 7request that'you issie r retfactions of your: statements to anyone tc v
T'pubxlshed or mentxoned_and that you submxr coplesf_.of. your sreu
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. Asa.company, .RMi {5 working very hard to develop, manufacturs and distributs =

;.. Quallty, p'raven‘._vaccines for use by the vaterinary csmmunity.: We are most seriously -
concarned when someong trias t0 destroy.the integrity of our praducts without just™ - -

. 'causae. i - . -

" Ploasa feal free 1 contact me.if you any questions o wish 1o discuss the matter.” " .
. -Donald G, Hildebrand - -- ¢ .0 . S A
‘.. ;Pr_es‘dent‘ ..':' . .. . .:.. . "’. N .'. . .‘ . -:. ) . . _‘ ' A ) Y

Yo = . . . ° *

R T

¥ giubans (dn20k

. .




(3¢

suojiedede|

jejoe) 848ASIP| YD
PlO Yluow-7 uo }oelle
jueddy ‘poloslsep
Jo palsel/jewjue
pPliM e se pejeed)
aq 19440y bujljq

e sasjnbed josoljoud

sjed se sebBw.noos|p
‘3dep y3jeey 3|qnd
tpejasoded se)|q

. sajqed Bujisyxe W'N 4o sjuep|ou| G- 504 IN2|190UU0)
wajqosd e se uevs (snjs03nd
J0U $)}203S D3 soUWop . "V'N UMOUY Buou ejo|snuw) sed opelolo)
s9jqes 9
se1|q woty o|doed 3d0j04d (¢
(A431nod) s3sedelu|
e4n3no4bs 3oejoad (2
8J|IP1|M @A]IRU 399304d 1 ‘W'N ou ejuloj|en
pejuewnoop {|{eMm 3Jou s0A sy
‘W'N ou soA sweqe|y
UMY t'o A ) 1’0 °j@31g
’ isjusuo) ‘4
L48Yylg jsudedsuod Alejes
2119ng (aJnssedd oj|qng (uo|s|oep J4noA oju| Juem jeym ‘sied se s3esse) MO||® Jou op noA J| ‘€
‘oq|J4osep osee|d Jowe|qotd Aup peoue|tedxs noA eamy ‘sed J| ¢
(o31e3s JnoA u| sjed se sijesso) ssessod o) |ebe| 3| 8| °|

1049M pPOXSE 8UO|3IBONY

*gosuodset eyl jo Adeuwuwns e S| Siyj

"sMe| J13y) jo se|dod se yons uojreudoju) Bujidoddns y3|m owos ‘883138 [{ Wodj POA|@c0s ©JOM SO3uodsey °$104.0)
uo Adjjod sjey) ujelsedse o3 sjuewisedeg o4 |P||M pue ysid [|® o) jJues sem ssjeuuo|rsendb o ‘Aey Ajlee u)

Y IYNNOILSIND L3YY3 4

T & 2’9HX%xF LOEEO 94 jysduey Mo ‘paosuo)

OA|dQ USZBYH T

NOISIAIQ SHIvd4dv Jilend

INFWLIYVAIQ JWVD ONV HSIJd JUIHSIWYH MIN




135

s|ewjue pjimM 94el
03 osn 03 jebej]

uofjewioju| pue
94n3e491§| pepnyiou|

Wiy S|yl 1@
sjas4ey bujssedppe
uojiejsibs| @1€3S OU

sjewjue 2(jox® jo
JJodxe/340dw) so|puey
eani1fnojaby jo *ideg

934nos |ebe
e woldj Oq Isnw

s{ewwsw J40
sp.tiq suweb bujyey
104 |ebs| 30U

Me| peso|oue

- poso(oue
!SUJ9U0D BARY Y |ROY

JO neeung 9 pivogQ IV |OM
jewjuy ‘*2]4b6y jo °adeg

x..nu.uoua_: po3l3 juwied
s3od se uvo|ssessod

(se|2eds 0f) sp4iq

pouejlealy) pue petebuepue

s,0303s 03 1904y} osod

ou

ou
sjoJlie) oA|jdes Jo
eduruejujew Bujisjiiee
sme| oney Aww 8o || |ed
= (ojunu {umotny euou

ou

PlLIM oyl oju| pesesie.
fujeq siessel o|3souwop

pue uelljq Bujeq
susuwny jo sjJoded

ou

ou
ou

Apgebeg | u| Iybnoaq
] PeIed8|jUDD BARY
ou

eBwuep

010A08!U931|q P iYyd
obe siweA jelenes

(s13esnydessey Joj obed 1se| 00§)

%0

(4]

t'o

sen 230sOUU ||
seh sujey
seh eue|s|noi
sod Axonjuey
pejoselosd
jou spesiq
usedouany) seA sesuey
(Pe3ocoy-)deiq
1deox9) seh eMo |
SOA” sjoul|ti
s0A oyep|
ou | jeMey
(*bes suo|3puod
uje3lied) sIA ej64099
s0A ep|iol 4
1o .S

z obed/9z sunr/eljeuuoiisen] 1940~y



\346

ssossod 03 esuedj| ® jo
jyewt |nbes ejeujw) |0
03 JuUBUpULWE

Aioiniels Bujnsund

swe | qodd
pelejed o) ||pliM ou

uo|ssessod mo|(@ Ajdus

ou

(e3e|nbos 03

,>u_;o;u:¢ ou) soA

giojeq YILoN

eu| 049 ylIoN

tAdessescouun esued|| {e0d 804 NI0A MBY
uo|3ajpsian{ yoe| os
P931@D|ISOWOP PBIBP|SUOD 838|%0 |@)3usjodiumMouwy euou seA oD XOl Moy
(Juas sme|) uojssessod
bujjeinbes Aq swe|qoid
szZjwjujw 03 AJ3 ’
‘93e3s U] ssequnu ebae| 801 |q pue sedesse {seA  ('bes 3)juwied) seA Aostep Moy
124493 Aq pemays piyo pedojeaep ueeq pey (|=qeJin|
‘og6l up f3jwaed pue qetw)) sielse) 31d0jo4d
o4 nbes 4o op 03 QU|IOBA 384} IOY)Y
$9{junos ewos Inq 0661 °qo4 owsw jues 86{A peJ nbed
‘Pe311q1yold seneu -10§ UBWNY 9 Y) |EBH [0890] 1jwied ou) seA epeAoy
Bsuou s0A" !Hyselqoy
eoe(d U] JeAe 01818
SeM U0|3D}43804 OU U] [|9M BA|AINE 0) Jeedde (p®300y-)d0|q
osnedeq pemo|(® S| 3| 3Jou op 3jeade) ueedodny ‘ou jdedxes) seAd sueIUoy
AyjJoyine AloreinBed
jo sduesqe enp jusw)iedep
03 peldodes swe|qosd ou
!s3ed 5|3sewop snosebuep .
Al {ejiuelod se pezjubode. 117 [4NOSS |4
$0A {ddjssssy
%' 1 40) t'o 1’0 es

¢ ohed/gz sunp/aijeuuoyisend 104~y



\37

mucogra
Aq passpjsuod oq
pinoys Ajajes juejuy

Ajjeba| 140dw)
ues awos :(mMe|
yijeay sajqes) siad
se [|9s 01 {ebaj |

paso|oua me|

uajyby3y Aew 'sjyod se
$2130%9 buypirebos
sa|nt uoboug

j1e bujujwexs

uosees yj|eay Joy
11qiyold sjuauyaedop
yi{eay jeso| swos

(s194434 o) porotdde

jou eujddeA 183 9 bop)
2)11qnd 03 UO|SSjWsURL)

oseos|p @|qissod

191109 99s

pe3eos | juod
9q 1SnW {048 SMB| JEYM
fujujwielep edojeq 03838
oju} iybnodtq sjewjue

Ajunod euo

uj uojlejndod 6u|pes.q
Jo 3Jtodea peun§juooun
!swo{qo4d umouy ou

ou

("H'N

uj) Bujaybiy %202 4|y
yonw 6ujybyy ebey|)
404 Bujsn ejdoed jo
pisoy eAwy!swe|qold Mey

ou

ofe o8 Jo Jeed
jes40y jod Aq v-,_.x
PLIYD (|ews Ing "jou
sey Ascuebe ejels Jno

ou

swe | qo.ud
jJuedjyjubis ou

$04A

soA

s0A

$0A

(s4e0Az uey)

88| ue.p|iys ou)
sjuswe. |nbed
doyjo pue

Jjwied y3m ‘sel

sok’

(®3e|nbo.

Aew s®jjunod pue
80|12 Ing) seA
seA

ojyp u) (wwjue
PliM 30U !sed

yean

sSeXo |

@310%8Q Yyinos

eu||048) yinog

pue|s| opoyy

ejueajAsuuey

uobeug

ewoye

otyo

w'd

£

t'd

'y

0Imlg

1 ofied/9z eunp /o1 jrunngsany .w;;oi




135

(310dou

peso|ouv) °sjed

S® 510449y MO||® 03
1119 peldioddns saey

931IPLIM 3 4S)d

*jujod

S|yl 18 1| op 03
swa|qotsd pajusundop
|8yl 8Aey 3, uop Ing
‘s19449) paseineu
ing e bujuueq
poJ4sp|suod vAey

(*239 ‘spiiqAy jiom)
se|2ads ueyl0

Yyl im suwojqoasd vaow
bujsusjaedxe ‘ejuibajp

0661 U} 998 u| ULl |q AjeleABD
juejul fuMouy ueyMm 83Ed8|juod
‘s3ed se 3jdoy Jequnu oBie|

91484 8ja|430g Aq poj|duo)

ou $1305nydessey

s194de) jo uo|ssossod 3 jqjyosd sejeys Bujlsodes eyl jo eedyl Ajug

Juejul ue o3 yieep suo sisodes uobedg

*$031|q WoJd}

*JUOWIOp pue AesJep MOy ‘sesuey

‘epjdo|4 ‘Ind|3o0uu0)) ueII|q A[040ABS UBLP| YD ||ews peliodes seILIS OAjJ :IION

juow) odep
41943 03 pelJodes suou

$04A U{SUOIS | M

u] enss| ue jou pujuw 03 Afuo sieau0}
ewod souo juesjyjubls ou ueedoiny !seA . equibajp
$19449) S|043U0d obe saeeA Me) e28) U|
e1in3nd3juby jo *ideg uell |q A{eJsABE p||Yyo s0A JUCWIOA
CH) t°o Ak ) ) o183 ¢

¢ ofied/9z aunp/aajeuuo)1sant 19019y



139

JACK S. WAYLAND

STATE OF WASHINGTON

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE »
600 North Capitol Way, GF11 o Olympia, Washington 985040091 o (206) 753-5700

April 14, 1988

ExWBIT 13

Mr. Wililam B. Phillips
P. 0. Box 1868
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

This letter is to confirm the statements | made to you via telephone
on April 14, 1988 on the subject of feral populations of European
ferrets in Washington.

| have questioned numerous persons on the subject of feral ferrets in
Washington. From that effort, | am prepared to state that, to the
best of my knowledge, there are no ferrets {iving In Washington that
prey upon native wildlife.

| understand that there have been attempts to use ferrets to controi
populations of exotic European rabbits on San Juan and Hat islands of
Puget Sound. 1 also understand that during the time the rabblt
populations were_haalthi: ferrets were frequently observed In
conjunction with those colonies. Those rabbit populations
dramatically decrsased a few years ago, and | have been unabie to find
anyone who has observed a ferret there since.

| am convinced that the only way an European ferret can survive In the
wlld In Washington ls In conjunction with the concentration of an
exotic colonlal specles,-"such as the European rabblt.
1f you have addlitlional questions, please call.

Sincerely,

THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE

Vormas, @ —

Thomas C. Jusigdn, Ph.D.
Nongame Program Manager

TJ:hil

cc: Bob Everitt, Region 4
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LEGISLATIVE
INTENT SERVICE

712 Main Street, Woodland, CA 95695
(916) 666-1917 » (916) 441-7959 » Cable: Deadcat

February 27, 1991

ourc

Mr. Joe €orwy

WILSON, SONSONI, GOODRICH & ROSATI

Two Palo Alto Square, Building-S84. Cuctr oo
Palo Alto, California 94306

Re: Pish and Game Origins

Dear Mr. Corey:

In accordance with your request for the legislative history of
the above~-raferenced origins, please find enclosed the following:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

10.

i1.

Excerpt regarding former Political Code Sections 642
and 643 from The Political Code of the State of
California, annotated by Haymond and Burch, 1872;
Excerpt regarding Chapter CCCCLVII from The Statutes

of California Passed at the Eighteenth Session of
the Legislature, 1869-70;

Excerpt regarding former Political Code Section 642
and 643 from The Codes and Statutes of California,
Political Code, 1886;

Excerpt regarding Senate Constitutional Amendment
No. 18 from the Election Proclamation;

Excerpt regarding Section 642 from Chapter 424 of
The Statutes of California and BAmendments to the
Codes Passed at the Thirty-Eighth Session of the
Legislature, 15909;

Excerpt regarding Section 642 from Chapter 439 of
The Statutes of California and Amendments to the
Codes Passed at the Forty-First Session of the
Legislature, 1915;

Excerpt regarding Section 254 from The Constitution
of the State of California, 1916;

Excerpt regarding former Political Code Sections 642
and 643 from The Political Code of the State of
California, 1924;

Excerpt from the State of California Fish and Game
Commission Twenty-Ninth Biennial Report, 1924-1926;
All versions of Asgembly Bill 1176

(Feigenbaum-~1927);
Excerpt regarding Assembly Bill 1176 from the 1527

Assembly Final History;
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Mr. Joe Corey
February 27, 1991
Page - 2 -

12. Excerpt regarding Assemblyman B. J. Fiegenbaum from
the 1927 "Legislative Handbook"; '

13. All versions of Senate Bill 795 (Swing-1927);

14. Excerpt regarding Senate Bill 795 from the 1927
Senate Final History;

15. all versions of . Assembly Bill 1123
(Feigenbaum=-1927);

16. Excerpt regarding Asgsembly Bill 1123 from the 1927
Assembly Pinal History;

17. Excerpt regarding Assembly Bill 1123 from the 1927 =y
Legislative Digest, prepared by Legislative Counsgel; . :

18. Excerpt from the State of California Department of
Natural Resources Division of Pish and Game
Thirtieth Biennial Report, 1926-1928;

19. Articles regarding fish and game from California
Fish and Game, July 1927, Vol. 13 No. 3;

20. Excerpt regarding Assembly Constitutional Amendment
No. 45 from Proposed Amendments to Constitution,
Propositions and Proposed Law, November 5, 1940;

21. BExcerpt regarding former Political Code Section 373g
from Deering‘s California Codes Fish and Game Code
of the State of California, April 11, 1933;

22. BExcerpt regarding Assembly Constitutional Amendment
No. 27 from Proposed Amendments to Constitution,

Propositions and Proposed Law, November 2, 1948.

This letter is in response to our telephone conversations of late
January in which you authorized research on behalf of the
California Domestic Ferret Association. I understand that you
are seeking to make a distinction as far as the Department of
Fish and Game jurisdiction between wild ferrets and domestic
ferrets. As a result of our conversations in January, you
ultimately concluded that we should pursue the original enactment
of the Department of Fish and Game, seeking to understand the
development of the powers granted to them to support your
position that the Department of Fish and Game was not then and is
not now intended to have dominion over domestic animals.

The history of the Department of Fish and Game is fairly complex
but we have provided a sampling of materials, hegirning with the
1872 Political Code up through 1949 constitutional znd statutory
enactments. I will give a brief summary of the materials to
assist you in underatanding how they relate to one another.

Exhibit #1 is an excerpt from the 1872 Political Code. The 1872
Political Code was one of four codes enacted in 1872, the first
effort by the California Legislature to organize California law
into codes. The 1872 Political Code contained as Sections 642
and 643 provisions regarding "Fish Commissioners.” (See Exhibit
#1) These "Fish Commissioners" appear to be the ancestral

e - -



Mr. Joe Corey
February 27, 1991
Page = 3 ~

beginnings of the modern Fish and Game Department. A later copy
of the Political Code Sections 642 and 643 indicate that these
1872 Political Code provisions were incorporating a statute which
had first been enacted in 1870. (See Exhibit #2)

In 1904, a new section was added to the Constitution, Section 25%
added to Article IV, which provided:

“The legislature may provide for the division of the

state into figsh and game districts, and may enact such
laws for the protection of fish and game therein as it
may deem appropriate to the respective districts.”

(See Exhibit #4) '

This appears to be the first point in time there was explicit
constitutional authorization for £f£ish and game law.

In 1909, s.ctioh 642 of the Political Code was amended to first
add provisions pertaining to the importation of:

", . . game birds or animals and for the propagation,
distribution and protection of imported or domestic
game birds or animals . . .”

(See Exhibit #5)

The modern Department of Fish and Game was first created in 1927
ae a part of a Department of Natural Resource by Assembly
Bill 1176. (See Exhibit #10) There were a couple of other bills
pending in 1927 on the same subject matter. It appears that this
was departmental legislation and thus was introduced by a number
of different legislators in order to give different legislative
committees an opportunity to review the bill early in the
segsion.

A 1940 amendment to Section 25% is primarily interesting because
of the ballot arguments in favor of the amendment. (See Exhibit
#20) The buliot argumunt statas ia part:

“This propomition willi give an opportunity to the
pivision of Fish and Game to manage cthe wild-life
resources of the State on a basis of sound, scientific
and factual knowledge by: . . ."

(See Exhibit #20)

This particular comment seems to be qgg53ggggéggig_gg_g;érgg_ggg

comments in these materials jindicating that the early derivation
of the fish and game provisions did not contemplate state control

over domestic animals.
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2Any analysis provided is based upon the nature and extent of your
request to us, as well as our brief review of the enclosed
documents. As such, it must be considered tentative in nature.
A more conclusive statement of the impact of the legislative
history in your case would be dependent upon a complete
understanding of all of the factual issues involved and the
applicable legal principles. You may wish to involve us to this
greater extent in order to utilize ocur skills as expert witnesses
in your case. We have had extensive experience in presenting
legislative documents to the courts in this role. (Please see

Follow-up Services.)

If you do desire to retain our firm in this capacity, a retainer
will be required. The size of the fee will depend upon the
complexity of the matter and length of time the additional work
is estimated to require. Please note that your decision to
retain us should be made at the earliest sgible o rtunity as
our present 1i is to- continue to furnish materials such as
those enclosed to all attorneys requesting them, regardless of
whether or not another attorney may be involved in the same or a
similar case as yours. Once a retainer commitment is made,
howevaer, none of the enclcosed materials will be voluntarily
released to a competing party without first checking with you and
determining your position. (Please see our policies statement at
the front of this package and the follow-up services indicated

which follow.)

Evidence of legislative intent is relied upon in both federal and
state courts. Por example, in California authority for
submission of the enclosed documents to the court as evidence may
be found in California Code of Civil Procedure Section 1859.
Purthermore, California courts are authorized to take judicial
notice of evidence of legislative intent pursuant to California
Evidence Code Section 452(c). (See Post v. Prati, 90 Cal.App.3d
626) In addition to the materials already mentioned, points and
authorities on statutory and case law authority for the use of
legislative documents are included in the package.

I appreciate the opportunity to provide this assistance and hope
that these efforts will be of value to you.

Very truly yours,

LEGISLATIVE INTENT SERVICE

S.
irect
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The Domestic Ferrst as a Thresat to Wildlife

V. J. Ficzgerald, Ph.D.
Department of Biology -
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Popular articles critical of the practice of xeeping ferrets as
pets sometimes assert that the sﬁécias poses a threat c6 wildlife. a
good example of this is the article by G. Hulsey that was recently
reprinted in The Ferrecl.‘ The reasoning behind such assertions, if
offered, is scanty. In fact, examinazion of the relevant ecological
licerature leads to a different prediction on the likely environmental
impact of escaped pet farrats.

This literature falls into two catagories: hypotheses and
observations about characreristics of successful invader species, and
the history oé ferret introductions world-wide. Neither can
definitively answer the question of whether the ferret will become an
established and destructive invader in any particular localicy. Buw the
literature is rich enough to permit a reasonable assessment of this
species’ prospects for establishing feral populations.

Traits that characterize species which are successful in
colonizing new habitats have long been of interest to ecologists.
Several studies of different faunas have yielded a small list of
atctributes common to most good invaders.2:3:4 A compilation of these
characteristics and the degree to which the domestic ferret, Muscala
putorius furc, meets these criteria is presented in Table 1. In this
overview, the ferrat appears to be at best a marginal candidate as an
invader.

The species’ greatest assets as a potancial iﬁvader ara its
commensalism with man and itcs relatively long lifa-span (at least in
capcivicy). An intimate association with man is a tremendous boon to a

potential invader because of the vast ecological impacc that inevitably
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accompanies human habization. The disruption of native faunal
assemblages presents opportunities to new species that otherwise would
be poor competitors in undiscurbeé regianslz. Also, traveling with man
nullifies any need to be highly mobile in order to colonize foriegn
areass. ‘

However, the domestic ferret fails to meet many of the other
standards for successful invaders. Such species frequently have high
fecundities; their population "explodes” in a new enviromment when there
are no major predators in the new habitac. This phenomenon is called
"predator release”. But Mustela species in general can fall prey to any -
terrestrial predator which i{s at least as big a fox as well as birds of
prayIB. Domestic ferrets, renown for their trusting nature around other
animalsla. are particularly susceptible to dogs, cats, and hyscc:ic;i
humans. These are the predators an escaped pet is most likely to
encounter.

Genetic variability is also considered particularly important for
species colonizing new environments, but no solid information has been
collected on the domestic ferret in this ragard. The ferret has never
enjoyed immense popularity, so.the founding population was probably
small and therefors subject to gemetic drift. In addicion, much of the
quancicy breeding has heen far laboratoery usela. a purpose for which
genetic uniformity is desirible. However, large breedirg opecations Zur
the recently expanding pet market have been able to develop "varieties”
coat color centers. The most comnservative assumption is that the North

american domestic ferret population is not suffering erippling genetic

invariablicy.
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Even some of those criteria which the ferret nominally fulfills
ara not met convincingly. Alchough chey have an apprec@ahle size
advantage over any native North Aéerican weasel species, they are not
nearly as ptoficieﬁ: as pradators. Ferrets were artificially selesctad
to hunt in concert with m;n, acting as flushers to scare rabbits
(Orycrolagus cuniculus) out of warrensld. ‘hey only hunc effactively in
confined spaces and mostly have a low capture success. Only an
exceptional huntress could be expectaed to meet the nutritional demands
of raising a litter, and thereby found a feral population. .

Hypothetically, such an excsptional female could alone act as a
foundress if released pregnant. But the chances for subsequent
generations arising from her litter diminish somewhat in lighc of the
relatively longer maturation time for males. If the population of =
potential sires was limited to the foundress’ sons, sha would have no
available mate for her next estrus and her daughtars would most likely
meet the same problem in their first season. Their problems of survival
would be exacerbated by the physiological effects of long-term escrus.
Overall, prospects for a single ascaped animal engendering a population
large enough to have ecological impact appear remocs.

Perfect conditions for establishment of a feral ferrat population
would asccommodats their biological limitations. The ideal regionm for
introduction would have moderats climate, a superabundance of prefarred
prey (rabbits or possibly rats, Racctus norvegicus). and be devoid of
compecitors and possible predators. The ferret population introduced
would be largze and the introductions repeated frequentcly.

Such a situation occurred hiscorically. In New Zsaland, European

settlers convertad vast natural forests to pasture eliminacting the
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habictat of much of the indigenous fauna, including virtually all
predacors. Hungry for game on an island made barren by their own
actions, settlers formed Acclimaﬁion Societies which imported European
game animals. Domestic rabbits failed to establish feral populacions,
but wild rabbits released in Southland in 1864 flourished to the poinc
of bringing economic disaster in less than 20 years. Hundrads of
:ﬁousands of sheep starved as rabbits devoured the majority of pastures.
The resulting erosion was massive, and immense areas of grazing land
were abandoned to the rabbits. Ranchers demanded a govermment program
for introducing rabbit predators. Because of their reputation and
availability, ferrets were the first choice in this undsrtaking. The
New Zealand Department of Agriculture bred and released hundreds to
thousands annually from 1882 to 1912. (In 1884, 3000 were released=in
Marlborough alone.) t:h. Chief Rabbit Inspector recommended the
addicional importation of stoats and weasels from Britain because

ferrets generally failed to become established. They only had

significant impact on Norway rat populations in several localities.

Wild-caught stoats and weasels proved much superior, and although

raleased in relatively small numbers, became established widely.

Currencly ferrets are found only in local pockets in populations whose
densities are tied closely to rabbi-« densitiest®. In Australia, also
afflicted with a "rabbit plague®, no concerted predator introduction
program was conducted. Although ferracs belonging to Australian hunters
probably escaped on thousands of occasions, the environment has faile%~‘[
to support a fearal populationl7.

The key to the success of any invader species is how well it

"£its"” inco the recipient enviromment. It must be preadapted to some



extenc®. By nature, the domestic ferret is most well preadapted o

living in close conjunczion with man, huncing animals which are helped
by man’s continuing destruction oé late successional habitats. Ferrets
do wellin areas infested with Norway ratcs, which ara unwanted commensals
that seldom live far from.man's dwellings. It appears that the areas
most likely to support faral ferrets would be so highly discurbed that -
their impact on nacive wildlife would be a moot question.

Ferrats are not new to North America. European sertlers often
brought favorite native animals élong when they immigrated. Although
seldom used in hunting now in the midwestarn US, farrscs were commoniy
kept both for sport and to control barnyard rats in generations past
(personal communications). Yet now thare aras no feral populations.
Today’s pet animals are even less of a thresat to colonize an area =~
because most are neutered to forastall the production of stromg odors
that accompanies sexual maturicy.

Taken in concert, information on the biology, recent history, and
current status of the domestic ferret leads to the conclusion that the
fear of drastic ecological impact from the keeping of these animals in
Norch America is an unwarranced sveculation. The overwhelming menace to

wildlife continues to be the supreme invader animal, Homo sapiens.
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Table l. -Characteristics of "invader species” and how well

the domestic ferret fits these criteria.

Characteriscics of Ggog 4
Invader Spscies<’”’

Characteristics of
Ferrats

commensal with humans
long-lived

compectitive superiority to
close relatives

larger than most relatives

fertilized female can
colonize alone

"predator ralease” in new
entvironmenc

common in original home range

omnivorous

short generation time

great genetic variabilicy

ability to live in a wide
range of physical
environments

domestic species

5-6 years’

infarior to native
Muscela species

second only to
Steppe polecat (Mustela
eversmanni) in genus
Mustala

male does not C .
contribute to rearing

very susceptible to
pradation

polecat populations
never dense

oligophagous

approximately 9 months
(1.2 years for males)5

unknown

intolerant of
climacic
exczames®:9:10,11
(<7° ¢. >30° o)




P PG T

EONELTm

P T

11y g e

J,

Exdig:r

1

—

cnimals ond not appropriate as pets.

Dr. Kent Marshall, @ small animal
prcctiﬁoner in Lyons, NY, and part
owner of Marshall Farms USA, Inc, a
large ferret breeding colony, believes
thot the AYMA has placed the wrong
emphasis on ferrets os wild animals
when considering the dog ond cot
populafions.

“Dogs and cots do exist and repro-
duce in the wild and feral state in
many ports of the United States,” he
said. “If we look at the origins of our
dog and cat populations we find these
two species were domesticated and
derived from wild populations outside
the United States. Therefore, by def-
inition, our dogs and cots in the
United States also are exotic.”

Statistics from the Center for Dis-
ease Control and an orticle in the
JAMA indicate that the number of
bites inflicted by ferrets appears to
be substantially lower than those by
dogs and cats. These statistics were
compiled from 1978-1988 and were
reported on a yearly basis: between
one and three million dog bites, com-
pared with &5 ferret bites in 10 years.
Serious bite injuries were recorded os
44,000/year for dogs and 12/year
for ferrets. Severe facial injuries re-
quiring plastic or reconstructive sur-
gery numbered 16,000/year for dogs
and 12/year for ferrets.

Rex Searcy, editor of the American
Ferret Magazine, wrote, “The ferret
is by far the safest domestic carnivore
o person can own, with cots and
especially dogs being much more
dangerous. Ferrets are less dongerous
than most domestic herbivores as
well. Horses, cattle, pigs, goats and
sheep are all considerably more dan-
gerous than ferrets. Even rabbits, rats
and hamsters appear to inflict at least
as maony, and likely more, injuries
percentage-wise than ferrets.”

It is the nature of young ferrets to
nip with their mouth, just as a puppy
coes. Their teeth are very shorp at a
young age and they will sometimas
break the skin or cause sensitive sKin
to form o welt. They do not do this
viciously, and normal treatments for
cuts and abrasions should be sufficient
along with time to heal, according to
Gary Marshall, president of Marshall
Farms USA, Inc.

Rabies Vaccine Study
Although the incidence of ferret

bites is lower than in other bites from
domestic animals, the risk of rabies is
still taken into consideration. A rabies
vaccine is currently being tested by
the Wistar Institute of Philadephia.
“The Institute also is trying to deter-
mine at what point ferrets shed the
rabies virus in their saliva while de-
veloping the disease,” said Dr. Mar-
shall.

“In an effort to develop o USDA-

opproved rabies vaccine for ferrets, .

the Morris Animal Foundation is act-
ing as o coordinator on fund-raising
activities and is reviewing rabies vac-
cination proposals prior to awarding
gronts,” he added.

Dr. Marshall accused the National
Association of State Public Health
Veterinarians and the USDA of in-
forming the vaccine companies not to
continue with testing the vaccine. Dr.
Satalowich denied the occusation say-
ing, “If the vaccine meets with the
protocol merit and standards set by
the Association and the USDA, then
the drug is included in the Rabies
Compendium. We don't interfere be-
fore this point.”

Dr. Mike Kohn, o small animal
practitioner and the editor of The
Ferret newsletter for a new, nonprofit
orgonization, the American Ferret
Veterinary Association, said that for
almost three years, he has had be-
tween 40 and 50 ferret patients. Using
a killed rabies virus vaccine, Dr. Kahn
has witnessed minimal problems.

“s unfortunate that ferrets have
gotten such a bad rap,” he com-
plained. “l also om surprised that
ferrets hove become so popular. Peo-
ple feel very strongly about choosing
their pets, and ore possionate in their

defense. We as professionals need to -

be on the vanguard.”

“With our newly formed organi-
zation, we intend to educate the
practitioner, to advance medicine and
surgery techniques, and t> provide
scholarships,” Dr. Xuhn saic.

ferret Behavior and
Adaptability as Pets

The ferret’s behavioral character-
istics do not go unrecognized. Dr.
Marshall said the behavior of the
domesticated ferret is similar to that
of domestic cats. Like cats, they are
tastidious about their toilet habits,
ond can be self-trained easily to a
litter box or paper. Their behavior is

docile and cot-like, unlike that which
would be expected for a normal wild
mustelid.

Mary Van Dahm, owner of o ferret

adoption shelter in Westchester, i,
said that, from her personal experi-
ence, “Ferrets respond like dogs ond
cats. If you start handling them nicely,
they will respond to you in a positive
way.”
She began her adoption center
because she found that most animal
shelters would not take ferrets. “The
shelter cares for o litter or an individ-
val pet given up for adoption by its
owner who can no longer care for it.
Currently, we have 30 ferrets in the
shelter,” Mary explained.

Mary works closely with Dr. Susan
Brown of the Midwest Small and
Exotic Animal Clinic in Westchester,
lii. All ferrets entering the shelter cre
ploced in quarantine and tfested by
Dr. Brown for Aleution mink disease,
one of many diseases offecting fer-
rets.

“Certain ferrets are carriers of this
disease, which is transmitted through
the saliva and feces. The ferret may
not show active signs of being in-
fected,” Mary said. “Fortunately, the
disease cannot be transmitted to hu-
mans, but it is fatal to ferrets.”

“Ferrets are very curious and like
to get into cabinets, so | recommend
to people to ferret-proof their homes.
| also won't adopt on animal to
families with children under the age
of five years. Ferrets are ottracted to
the smell of milk and may aottack the
baby, thinking it has something for it
to eat,” she added.

“Most of the injuries to children
from ferret bites have involved paren-
tal neglect,” said Dr, Marshall. “The
future of veterinary medicine will be
better served by attitudes that shift -
to meet the needs of our clients, rather
than by stereotypic thinking that tries
to influence their choice of pets.”

In Conclusion

The Council on Public Health and
Regulatory Veterinary Medicine be-
lieves that it served its intended pur-
pose when recommending issuance of
the 1986 press release alerting ferret
owners about their onimals’ inherent
dangers to infants and small children.
And the issue rageson . . . @

JAVMA, Vol 193, No. 9, November 1. 1988
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California Domestic Ferret Association
P.O. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

(707) 431-2277

IN THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
SENATE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

California Domestic Ferret Association ) SENATE BILL 55

DECLARATION OF LEE

WITTEK

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
vs. CARSON CITY, NEVADA

California Dept. of Fish and Game &
California Dept. of Health

|, Lee Wittek, am employed as an Animal Control Officer by Carson City, Nevada,
and have been so employed for the last fifteen years.

| have read the letter written by Christine Ostrom regarding the injuries sustained
by her granddaughter, Michelle Bowers in September of 1985. | feel that the letter does
not give a true picture of what occurred, nor does it appropriately place the responsibility
for the injury to the child.

The quote, "Before anyone responded to her cries of total agony, the ferrets
gnawed Michelle's nose, lips and most of her face completely off." brushes over the fact
that the reason it took so long to respond to her cries of total agony is that apparently
neither of her parents were consciously present in the home at the time their child was
injured. As | recollect, the rumor in the community was that her mother was down at the
local bar with her girifriends (it was also rumored they were having some trouble at home),
and the father was either not present or was asleep or unconscious. Although the father
denied it when questioned, there were indications that the father was drinking and had

fallen asleep or passed out. One has to question why, if he was only asleep as he
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claimed, he did not wake when his child would have been crying loudly for an extended
period of time. This did not happen in the middle of the night, and one would think any
normal parent would have responded to their child in plenty of time to:_prevent any serious
injury from occurring. _

There is also the serious question of just how the ferret gained access to the baby
up in her crib. My experience with ferrets is that they are not particularly good climbers
and jumpers and absent some outside help would not have been able to gain access to
the baby in the crib unless provided with a ladder of some form, such as a lattice work of
wire or cloth they could climb up, or were placed in the crib by so>meone.

| remember at the time there was a lot of hysteria by the anti-ferret forces and they
went literally world wide looking for evidence that ferrets were a danger to children, and
they came up with very little actual evidence to support their position. Contrary to their
assertions, ferrets are not “killer weasels on the loose", which is why they had to go
literally world wide to come up with any examples in an attempt to demonstrate their point.

The anti-ferret forces want to depict the ferret as a Tasmanian Devil that will devour
everything in sight, and that is just not true. This depiction of the animal and its ferocity
is grossly overstated.

From my own experience, | know that ferrets are significantly less dangerous to
children than are dogs. |

| will state categorically that my own knowledge of ferret behavior would indicate
that there would have to be a great deal of gross parental irresponsibility for any child to
be seriously injured by a ferret.

| declare under penalty of periury of the laws of the states of Nevada and California
that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, and that this declaration
is made on Aprilz_/_'; 1995 at Carson City, Nevagla. ./

%Zeais\évr;ttgil;y Animal Control Ofﬁcer\h
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Floyd L. Carley

3000 Sand Hill Road 4-145

Menlo Park

California 84025

USA 27th August 1995

Dear Mr. Carley,

Thank you for the copy of Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to Public Health,
Small Livestock and Wildlife we discussed on the telephone.

There are many issues discussed which are either patently untrue, misuse of
source material, or inexpertly drawn conclusions. I intend to discuss here
my own views on the subject, in which I will draw sections from the
narrative and make my own comments. I will attempt to comment on each and
every point where I have a valid opinion. The facts and figures quoted in
the document are mainly outside my first hand knowledge and I must leave
you to refute them according to your own knowledge of them, or that of your
group.

It may assist if I re-state my position and give evidence of my own
competence as an expert in ferrets and ferret behaviour (an accolade
confered on me by others).

I can claim to have & knowledge of the ferret and its progenitor, the
European Polecat (Mustels putorius.) My interest in these animals has been
rather more than the casual interest of one who keeps them as either a
working tool or amusing pets, as I have made lengthy behavioural and
reproductive studies in addition to my main purpose, which is to bred
quality hunting ferrets.

I have kept domestic ferrets and wild stock European polecats for 45 years.
During that time I have never, at any time, been sttacked by domestic
ferrets, nor have any of my femily, friends or associstes. That is not to
say I have never been bitten, but any bite I have received has never
required more attenticn thea the upplication of an adhesive bandagz (I do
not know the Americen term but describe this as a small seltf adhesive
bandage some K" wide by 3" long with a centrel portion of sterile cotton
bandage to cover the wound and the two ends to stick to the skin.»

My animals are not house pets, especially tame, but working ferrets used
for hunting the wild European Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuninculus), or the Brown
Rat (Rattus norvegicus). In any one hunting season {(Late October to esrly
March) I expect to capture in excess of 1,000 rabbits.

Between the years 1955 to 1970, due to the rabbit disease Myxomatosis, the
numbers of rabbits available were very few and at that time I concentrated
on rats. However, from 1870 onwards I have caught above 35,000 rabbits. [
cannot state a more accurate figure as I have not kept records for some
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years now. Latterly my rat hunting expeditions are few but in the past I
have taken up to 5001bs of rats, it being usual to weigh the rats rather
than count them.

It could be said therefore that if ferrets were to habitually attack, then
my hunting stock would be particularly likely to do so. In practice this
1s most definitely not the case. My animals have been selectively bred with
the aim of reducing aggression and allowing the natural fear of rabbits for
ferrets to cause them to vacate their burrows. This selection saves me
having to dig large holes to find lost ferrets.

Currently I hunt rabbits with ferrets and Red-tailed Haswks, which I have
captive bred to the third generation. This form of hunting can be
stressful for ferrets as the hawks often view them as quarry making it all
the more important that any ferret on the surface of the ground can be
picked up quickly, without gloves before the hawk arrives. ’

I will leave any further description of the temperament of my ferrets, and
my abilities with them to my book 'The Ferret and Ferreting Guide', or my
more recent work, contained in ‘North American Falconry and Hunting Hawks.'

RETS: A HAZARD TO PUBLIC HE S IVESTOCK AND
WILDLIFE

DISCUSSION
Page i. Executive summary

While I am not in a position to dismiss the figures produced for ferret
attacks -~ My comment is that Ferrets, like all carnivores, take part in
mock attacks and play fighting throughout their lives. Ferrets do not, in
my experience slash and bite in a frenzy of rapid fire bites. If a ferret
does bite it is most usually a single hold bite producing the typical lock
hold of the mustalid, and that of many breeds of dog. I view the situation
where infants have been left with ferrets as a very serious dereliction of
parental duty. I would not leave an infant, or young child alone with a
ferret, a cat, a dog, a large parrot, or even a pet rodent such as a
gerbil. :

The summary states that ferreis eat the shredded tissue and drink the

blood. Normal ferret feeding on meat takes the form of chewing meat off
the main potion, net biting it tc produce & shredded meal. I know of no
arimal where this can be said to be the case. The stateuwent is nonsense.

It is true that a fatal attack was carried out on a small infant by two
young ferrets in England. These animals were starving, having been fed
only on diced carrots. The child had been left alone by young parents who
had spent the evening in a bar. While there was a furore of ill informed
opinion at the time, it has since been agreed that the parents were to
blame for this dreadful incident, rather than the two starving animals.

-
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Rabies does not occur in the United Kingdom. Such sttacks as are caused by
animals which are suffering the torment of the damned cannot be held to be
normal behaviour.

Other than the report of the sad death of an improperly supervised infant
in London the summary is nonsense.

1: Introduction. Ferrets do not typically weigh between 2 and 6 pounds.
Most adult females weigh under 2 lbs and any animal which weighs 6lbs is
grossly overweight. Ferrets may only be confused with the American Black-
footed Ferret (Mustels nigripes) in as much as they both suffer from such
excessive predation that they are neither likely to succeed in establishing
themselves in any number in the wild state, even when supported by huge
investment in money and resources. .

Again we have the nonsense statement about rapid fire bites. In the event
that sttacks on infants were as commonplace as the report suggestis, they
would also occur in the UK in similar numbers for the ferret is a very
common animal here. Any such frenzied attacks by domestic or feral
ferrets would be an issue which would exercise our legislators in
Parliament. It does not.

1I: Methods 1In the event that animal control personnel and laboratory
workers needed help differentiating ferrets and weasels I would discount
any information gained from such people; with or without tables. Again, I
am unable to comment on the rables issue, except to ask if figures for
rabid dogs, cats and other animals were also considered. I understand many
people keep pet raccoons and other small native animals which have a
propensity to rabies. I also understand feral communities of dogs abound
in the USA, something which does not occur in the UK and which may suggest
we here have a more responsible attitude to our pet animals.

I11: Results A. I am unable to comment on figures to which I have had no
access, except to restate my views on leaving any animal unsupervised with
infants.

I am unable to comment on most
incidents, due to lack of information. However, attacks by animals on
adulte such as being bitten on the ankles by a stray animal. This may
perhaps be as a result of a fear induced response from the animal.

Incomplete data
from Oregon and Arizona suggests they do not view the situation with the
hysterical alarm of the Californien authorities.

D Ferret Rebies in the United States How many cases of rabies were reported

for other domestic pets which contacted wild animals infected with rabies.
It is no surprise that & rabid raccoon should infect any animal it should
bite. Rabies infected ferrets purchased from pet shops and similarly
infected animals being bred from shows a low degree of care and
maintenance.

3
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E Feral ferrets in California I would wish to see documentary evidence,

properly supported to show incidence of extensive feral ferrets in any
part of the USA

LV Discussion
t v e Wit

Ferrets used in hunting are not highly valued if their approach is one
where Killing or seriously injuring the animal being hunted can be
expected. Hunting ferrets are bred to produce a relatively docile animal
whose presence alone is sufficient to cause rabbits to vacate their burrows
in front of the questing ferret. Reports from writings dating back to the
early 1800's have no validity today. Writers of the period were more
inclined to dramatic description that to truthful interpretation of the
facts. Also, at the time, it was considered normal to hunt with half
starved ferrets, fed a meagre diet of bread and milk which served to make
the animals desperate for the trace elements their digestive system
required. The ferret is not capable of the form of reasoning suggested on
page 17, where it waits for a restraining adult to leave before attacking
an infant.

Feral ferrets do not lack an inate fear of man, any more than any other
truly feral animal. I cannot accept that feral ferrets continued to eat
while an autopsy was taking place on a dead cow.

Crossing the wild stock of polecat into domestic ferrets has occurred, but
rarely. Simply because the true wild polecat was all but wiped out in the
British Isles before the turn of the century. It is only in the last ten to
twelve years that the wild stock has shown any significant recovery, aided
no doubt by the reduction in the number of gamekeepers who actively trap
them. Wild polecats are very easy to trap and do not become trap shy as
nany other animals do.

. C t t et Ferret rshi

It should perhaps be encumbant on pet ferret supporters to educate those
who take on these animals. I wrote in my book that ferrets can and do
attack. They view attacks as their best method of defence, but they ALWAYS
TELL YOU FIRST. Apart from a fear response from an unseen animal any ’
attack from a ferret is always flagged up in a very obvious fashion and
needs no lengthy description. Ferrets should always be properly housed for
their own safety. They are vulnerable to attack from many predators.

Young ferrets, like young puppies and kittens, will bite anything they
think may be edible. Wnere puppies and kittens differ is that they have
their eyes open before they develop teeth. Ferrets develop teeth before
their eyes are open and are therefore more likely to hold on. However, it
should be stated that baby ferreis are unable to inflict injury at this
stage, and should be trained, as a puppy is, not to bite the hand that
feeds it.

I strongly object to my name being used to suggest a ferret is best handled
with gloves (page 21) Nowhere in my book do I suggest that gloves are
required when handling ferrets. The reverse is true; using gloves may
cause inadvertent injury to a ferret and the response would then for it to

L{
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bite back! I never ever use gloves, nor does any other experienced ferret
keeper. The use of gloves is not only unnecessary, but also counter-
productive. Not one picture in my book shows gloves being worn while
hunting with ferrets. The photographs sre not specially pose, rather, they
were taken on a normal hunting expedition - it would not occur to us to use
gloves in such situations. Gloves are only used to protect our hands from
thorne when clearing briars around rabbit holes. The thorns are considered
much more of a danger than ferret teeth. You will note that even the wild
polecat shown being entered for the first time is being handled without
gloves. The decision not to use gloves is not bravado or masochism, simply
long established confidence in our animals

Female (Jill) Ferrets do not die if unmated. I have kept several groups of
ferrets, mated regularly, unmated, and neutered to check this long held
theory. The research group comprised up to 140 females at this time. My
researches show that the animals which live the longest are those which
have remained maidens all their lives (some attaining 13 years against the
norn of 7), or those which have been mated every year for a number of
years.

V. Conclusions It is not vital, or often even effective, for pet ferrets
to be de-scented or neutered. However, the practice of neutering ferrets,
along with the systematic neutering of many other pet animals to maintain
and contein a healthy population of pet animals, which may otherwise
overproduce is a sensible method of control. In my own book the chapter on
breeding ferrets states quite clearly that ferrets are rather easier to
breed than to sell.

Hy Own Conclusion

The pressure applied by the California Health Department and also the Fish
and Game Department in the production of this very misleading document, is
hardly less than a systematic attenmpt to misinform and counter the pressure
group defending the pet ferret status in the State of California. If the
State says something is so - It must be, would appear to be the presumption
aimed for. I am unable to agree with that presumption and would like to
make it clearly understood that, in my view, the document in inaccurate to
a very large degree and should be discounted in any serious discussion over
the fate of the domestic ferret in California.

The original attack on the ferret, as I understand it, was that the animal
did not qualify as a domestic animal. This interpretation was contrary to
that held by most other authorities, including the UK where the ferret has
been kept for very much longer thaon in the USA. I do not understand why
the pet ferret is so apparently likely to attack human infants in the USA
when, apart from a unique incident in London, no such evidence of similar
attacks are reported in a country where ferret keeping is considered the
normal thing to do in most country areas.

With a much more conducive climate and far less predators, one would expect
feral communities of ferrets to be legion. the reverse is the case.
Certainly ferrets require secure quarters. They are not rodents and do not
bite their way out of wood cages, but they can, and do find their way out
of any cage which is not secure. 1;'



16

I do not wish to paint the ferret as an amiable and totally harmless pet
animal, for this would not be a true reflection. Ferrets can, and do bite.
Most often such bites are harmless and part of the strong and powertul play
fighting essociasted with all predators. However, the picture of a
relentless and frenzied biting animal, frequently rabid, is not a true
description of an animal I have kept without serious incident for close to
half a century. Please feel free to use any part, or indeed the whole of
this document in any discussion with any authority relating to the status
and understanding of the domestic ferret.

In addition I enclose, with my compliments, a lst Edition copy of my

monograph “The Ferret and Ferreting Guide" which I hope may assist in
dispelling any non factual statements on the subject.

Yours sincerely

o (2 —

Graham Wellstead
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AMERICAN FERRET ASSOCIATION

Critique of the document "Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to Public Health, Small
Livestock and Wildlife," prepared by Denny G. Constantine, D.V.M., M.P.H. and Kenneth .
W. Kizer, M.D., M.P.H., California Department of Health Services (December 1988).

Prepared by Freddie Ann Hoffman, M.D., Jan Davis, M.P.H., Madeline Lowery, R.N., O.N.C., American Ferret
Association, Health Affairs Commirtee.

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES REPORT

The California Departments of Fish and Game (DFG) and Health Services (DHS) oppose legalization of ferrets in
the State of California and use as the basis of their opposition a document they have labeled a "study," prepared
by Drs. Denny G. Constantine and Dr. Kenneth W. Kizer of the DHS. The DHS report, entitled "Pet European
Ferrets: A Hazard to Public Health, Small Livestock and Wildlife" discusses 452 ferret "attacks,” including
64 "attacks" on infants and small children, spanning a ten-year period from 1978 to 1987. The report relies
heavily on European literature and anecdotal accounts of alleged ferret "attacks," including several colorful
anecdotes from the early 19th Century. Although the DHS report does not include a comparison group, i.e., dogs
or cats, the report implies that the ferret is significantly less safe than other companion animals. The report has
never been critiqued in a scientific forum. Indeed, the DHS report itself fails to qualify as a scientific "study.” It
contains glaring errors and major deficiencies, many of which are described below.

A. THE AUTHORS ADMIT BIAS

The authors, employees of the DHS, freely concede that they intended to produce an advocacy piece
prepared at the request of two other California agencies to support these agencies’ longstanding policy
against pet ferrets:

"The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the Department of Food and Agriculture (DFA) asked
DHS to define any public health concerns relevant to pet ferrets. DFG had restrictions against entry of pet
Serrets into the State...... " [DHS report, pp-2; emphasis added.]

B. DEFICIENCIES IN METHODS AND COLLECTION OF REPORTS

In contrast to the usual spontaneous reporting of dog, cat and other animal bites, the reports on ferrets
were specifically solicited by DHS:

" ... [TIhe California Department of Health Services solicited reports about ferret attacks ... * [DHS
report, pp-i; emphasis added.)

This approach could unduly increase the number and severity of the reports on ferrets, in contrast to those
voluntarily reported for other animals, e.g., of dogs or cats, which was indeed recognized by the authors:

"Other difficulties were experienced gathering and interpreting data ... Available reports, which were
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usually retrospective, generally lacked uniformity, and reflected varying degrees of effort in document
details of the incident. Spectacular incidents, including those from rabid ferrets or involving infant
maulings, seemed more likely to be reported ... Early in the investigation it became apparent that some
animal control personnel and laboratory workers needed help differentiating ferrets and weasels,
whereupon a table summarizing differences was devised and provided to these persons.” (Ibid.; pp-3;
emphasis added.)

The DHS report, however, was disseminated without the "table” provided to the workers, so it is not
possible to determine if this guidance was adequate. In addition, it is unclear what expertise either Dr.
Constantine or Dr. Kizer may have had in describing the differences between the domestic ferret and the
wild members of the mustelid family.

USE OF RETROSPECTIVE AND ANECDOTAL REPORTS

Not only are the above methodologic deficiencies identified, the DHS report also uses anecdotal and
retrospective data. Stanford University expert, L.E. Moses states:

"The limitations of the anecdote are quite substantial, and include: incompleteness of coverage, absence of
denominator information [i.e., total number of events or cases], nonstandard observation, and, if not
written up as a case report, liability to distortion over time, both through memory degradation and
transmission errors.” (L.E. Moses: International Journal of Technology Assessment & Health Care
2:27, 1986.)

The principal disadvantages of a retrospective study design are well recognized:

" ... important confounding variables may be difficult to identify and adjust for, clinical outcome is already
known and may influence the measurement and interpretation of data (observer bias), and participants may
have difficulty in accurately recalling past medical history and previous exposures (recall bias).” (Guide to
Clinical Preventive Services: Report of the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. U.S. Public Health
Service. 1989.)

"The piural of ’anecdote’ is not 'data.’” (R. Caccharinni, Ph.D.; Biostatistician, Center for Devices and
Radiological Health, U.S. Food & Drug Administration. Rockville, Maryland)

FAILURE TO DEFINE TERMINOLOGY

The DHS repor: fails (0 define the ierms “ferret attacks.” The authors readily admit the confusion: "It
was sometimes not clear from the reports whether the animals were friendly or aggressive.” (DHS report,
pp-9). Young ferrets often play roughly, like puppies or kittens, which the authors’ admit could have been
mistakenly reported as "aggressive" behavior. Without a precise definition, it is simply impossible to
delineate what the observers were reporting and therefore to draw any scientific conclusions.
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E.

LACK OF A CONTROL/COMPARISON GROUP

The DHS report fails to use a "control” or comparison group. For example, ferrets are reviewed without
comparison to other commonly owned house pets, such as the dog or cat, which are known to impose risks
to humans. (M. G. Loar: Risks of pet ownership. The family practitioner’s viewpoint. Veterinary
Clinics of North America: Small Animal Practice. 17(1):17, 1987.) The conclusions reached by the
DHS report appear to be based on emotion, not on conclusive evidence, as none of the information
regarding the relative risk of ferret ownership supplied in the report can be adequately assessed without a
comparison to other companion animals. Such a deficiency in the study design is well recognized:

" ... [T]nitial reports often mislead because the study did not include a comparison group or included an
inappropriate one."” (J.A. Grisso: Making comparisons. The Lancet 342:157, 1993.)

BIASED ANALYSES

The authors intentionally bias their analysis in order to have the results match their preconceived
conclusions regarding ferrets and children:

"Data on the characteristics of the ferrets attacking the infants are given in terms of numbers of persons
attacked ro underscore the assault perspective ... " (DHS report; pp-7, emphasis added.)

Additional examples of bias are shown in the following sections.
IMPROPER TABULATION OF "EVENTS"

In calculations based upon numbers of subjects or "events,” Tables 2 and 3 (see DHS report, pp-46, 47)
are inconsistent. For example, the "Number" of children in each section of Table 2 do not always add up
to 64. While the analyses of "Sex" and "Site of Wounds” do add up to 64 cases, the total for "Treatment
Reported,” is only 63 cases. No explanation is provided regarding the missing case. One might assume
that since the-"attack” [undefined] in Case #5 did not take place, no "event" occurred for which
"treatment” would be necessary (Ibid., Table 1). The DHS report is silent on this account. With respect to
Table 1 of the DHS report, Case #63 lists "Injury,"” as "Unknown." Since no information is provided,
this case should also have been excluded from the total number of "attacks” on children.

In another example, the total number of ferrets listed in Table 2 is 65 for the sections "Characteristics of
Attacking Ferrets,” "Age," and "Sex" of the ferret, whereas the remaining sections add up to only 64
ferrets.

As discussed above, the authors failed to exclude cases which did nor occur, or which provided
insufficient information for evaluation: these events should not have been counted (i.e., in the mumerator).
On the otherhand, the authors incorrectly excluded these cases in their overall calculation of total number
of events (i.e. in the denominaror).
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Such practices led the authors to calculate the percentages incorrectly throughout the report, resulting in
meaningless conclusions. ‘

FAILURE TO FOLLOW BASIC PRINCIPLES OF DATA ANALYSIS CONCERNING MISSING
"DATA" POINTS

The authors completely disregard the basic principles of data analysis when evaluating missing information
recorded from the solicited reports. For example, the authors failed to explain why they chose to include
some data points and ignore others, which resulted in totals that varied from calculation to calculation:

“In one of the latter instances, ferret sex and age data were available and added to the appropriate columns .

in Table 2 ... " (DHS report, pp-7.)

In another example, Table 2 describes the "Characteristics of 64 unprovoked ferret attacks on infants and
small children.” In the first section the number of males and females "attacked" by the ferrets are listed as
22 males and 24 females. However, 18 cases are listed as "NOT REPORTED." The authors proceeded
to calculate the percentage of males as 48% (22 males/22M + 24F, or 22/46). This calculation
completely ignores the remaining 18 cases for which sex was unreported. Since the remaining 18 cases
could have been all males or all females, the actual numbers of Males to Females might have ranged from
62% males (2:1 M:F) to 65% females (2:1 F:M). It is obvious that the only conclusion the DHS report
could have made is that the information provided was insufficient to draw a conclusion.

CORRECTION OF THE CALCULATIONS RESULTS IN VERY DIFFERENT CONCLUSIONS

If one uses all of the 64 data points reported by the authors (see DHS report; Table 2, pp-46.), the resuits
differ significantly from those in the DHS report. Only 8% (5/64), of the children required
reconstructive surgery, not 28% (5/18) as reported; only 6% (4/64) of the children received post
exposure prophylaxis for rabies, not 22% (4/18), as reported.

Many similar inaccuracies are noted in the analyses of Table 3 "Characteristics of 100 Ferret Attacks on
Californians:" For the 100 cases reported that took place in California, only 1%, not 3% received
reconstructive surgery; only 13%, not 41% received wound care; only 9%, not 28% received tetanus
prophylaxis; only 7%, not 19% received postexposure prophylaxis for rabies; only 1%, not 3% received
both immunizations. In addition, only 3%, not 4% were exposed to the single rabid ferret (see below).
Only 19%, not 22% were involved in an "unprovoked attack.

As demonstrated, for these and other calculations, the percentages generated by the authors are invalid,
rendering the report meaningless.

Indeed, assuming that all of the ferret "attacks" reported in the DHS report were bites (and they were not),
the information supports how safe ferrets are, when compared to dogs:

Statistics from the Center [sic] for Disease Control and an article in the JAMA indicate that the
number of bites inflicted by ferrets appears to be substantially lower than those by dogs and cats.
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These statistics were compiled from 1978-1988 and were reported on a yearly basis: between 1 and 3
million dogs bites, compared to 65 ferret bites in 10 years. Serious bite injuries were recorded as
44,000/year for dogs and 12/year for ferrets. Severe facial injuries requiring plastic or reconstructive
surgery numbering 16,000/year for dogs and 12/year for ferrets ...

[Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association. 193(9):1031, 1988.
MISLEADING STATEMENTS

Instead of using the actual numbers, the authors deliberately use percentages to exaggerate the magnitude
of their negative claims. For example, the DHS report states "22% of Californians who were bitten by
ferrets underwent rabies [post exposure] prophylaxis ["PEP"]." (DHS report, pp-22, 23.) As explained
above, the number of Californians who actually underwent rabies PEP is only 7 individuals out of 100
reports, which equals 7%.

The authors knowingly mislead the reader into thinking the ferret is at high risk to contract rabies, where
the exact opposite is true. In its introduction, the report misstates: "4% of the victims were known to have
been exposed to rabid ferrets." The actual number of is only 3/100 or 3% (Table 3). Since there has
only been one ferret ever recorded rabid in the history of California [see City EX F, Table 7], these 3
individuals would necessarily have been exposed to one single ferret, which is a remarkably good record.
The authors also chose to downplay the fact that at the time of their report there had only been 12 ferrets
ever reported rabid in the entire history of the U.S., and one of these cases was considered a misdiagnosis
from a laboratory test. This number is in contrast to the 65,000 rabid dogs reported in the U.S. between
the years 1946-1965, and the recent yearly averages of 153 rabid dogs and 195 rabid cats reported annually
from 1980 to the present. See Ibid.; Table 7; see also, Annual Rabies Surveillance Reports from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "CDC."

INCORRECT APPLICATION OF STATISTICAL METHODOLOGY

The authors are identified as having Masters of Public Health (M.P.H.) degrees; however, they show a
complete disregard for the basic principles of epidemiologic methods by their misuse of statistics. For
example, they use "p-values” to describe "significant" differences between adults and children, where there
is insufficient information to conduct the calculation. Specifically, using data points derived from Tables 2
and 3, the authors state "the data suggested that older persons were more likely to be attacked by male
Serrets, while attacks on infants invulved male and female ferrets equally (p<0.05)." A "p-value” less
than 0.5 would represent a ’statistically significant’ difference. (DHS report, pp-25; emphasis added.)
This calculation cannot be performed, because a large number of the events upon which the conclusions
are based were missing or unknown. The calculation for the "Children” is based upon only 1/3 of the
events: the sex of 9/14, or two thirds, of the ferrets was "not reported.” For "Adults (over 20 years),"
the sex of 31/51 ferrets, or two thirds, were also "not reported.” Ibid.; Table 3. As described above, the
number of missing animals could have drastically altered the conclusions made by the authors. In addition,
the training of the authors should have made them aware that with more than half of the data points
missing, the statistical result is not only meaningless, but the evaluation of "significance” should not be
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performed. If the authors presented this level of work in a basic course on stansncs, they would receive a
failing grade.

MISSING INFORMATION

The DHS report fails to provide information for 302 (67%) of the 452 reports of "ferret attacks,"
discussed in the document. Although we have request that the California DHS provide documentation of
these events, they claim that they were unable to provide this information. The report addresses “452
ferret attacks spanning the 10-year period 1978 through 1987." Of these, Table 1 is a line listing of "64
unprovoked attacks on infants an children.” It is assumed that the 14 California cases of children less than
3 years of age are included in the total 100 California cases described in Table 3. That leaves 302 of the
452 cases which are never described by the authors. 1t is, therefore, 1mp0331b1e to determine the extent or
quality of the information provided, or whether duplication occurred in the reported cases, making the
conclusions of the report unverifiable.

UNSUBSTANTIATED STATEMENTS

Throughout the entire document, the authors make statements withour any reference, citation, or data. For
example: ".. [Flerrets sometimes unleash frenzied, rapid-fire bite and slash attacks on infants ... The
animals have been reported to then drink the victim’s blood ... " (DHS report, pp-i). The authors do not
cite any source for this statement. Indeed this type of biting behavior would be highly improbable for the
ferret, if their wild relatives are evaluated. Dr. Carolyn King, who is a well-recognized expert, writes:

"A weasel that attacks a large bird runs the risk of being carried into the air, since it will not release its
grip while its prey is still moving ... [There is no truth in the old belief that weasels suck the blood of
their prey. Very many observations made on weasels in captivity have never recorded this happening, and
besides, weasels are physically incapable of it." (C. King The Natural History of Weasels and Stoats,
Comstock Publishing Associates; NY; 1990.)

* * *

Both Dr. Constantine, a "public health veterirariar” and Dr. Kizer, the "director” of the California Department of
Health Services, not only have clinical (D.V.M. or M.D.), but also public health (M.P.H.) degrees, and they
have both published other articles which meet the staadards of scientific peer reviewed literature. For these
reasons, one can only be left with the impression that these authors intentionally sought to mislead. These
impressions are further supported by a contemporaneous note written by a practicing veterinarian, who contacted
the authors regarding the report:

"I was astonished, however, when I learned about calling the authors [Drs. Kizer and Constantine] that
they freely acknowledged that they were engaged specially to write a biased report in order to discredit the
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use of ferrets as pets. Specifically I was advised that the authors’ clear instructions were to "write a
sensationalist "National Enquirer’ type report™ which would paint the ferret in a negative light.
Furthermore, the authors acknowledged that they have been long-time foes of use of ferrets as pets, and
believe that their engagement to prepare this report was principally because of that long term opposition.”

K.R. Marshall, D.V.M.(Lyons,, New York): "A response to "Pet European Ferrets: a hazard to public health,
small livestock and wildlife. "

IN SUMMARY:

As described above, the DHS report is not a scientific document. Its authors did not employ
scientific principles or methodology, and their intent to present a biased document is clearly
stated within the document itself. The DHS report, therefore, cannot be used as the scientific
basis to support any public health policy(ies).

SEE ExHiBiT 49
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' Dog Bite—Related Fatalities

From 1979 Through 1988

Jefray J. Sacks, MD, MPH; Richard W. Sattin, MD; Sandra E. Bonzo

By combining data from the National Center for Health Statistics and computer-
ized searching of news stories, we identified 157 dog bite~related fatalities that

occurred in the United States from 1979

through 1988. Of the 157 deaths, 70%

occurred among children who were less than 10 years of age. The death rate for
neonates was almost 370 times that of adults who were 30 to 49 years of age. Pit
pull breeds were involved in 42 (41.6%) of 101 deaths where dog breed was
reported, almost three times more than German shepherds, the next most

commonly reported breed. The

proportion of deaths attributable to pit bulls

increased from 20% in 1979 and 1980 to 62% in 1987 and 1988. Pit bull attacks

" were almost twice as likely to be caused by strays as attacks by other breeds.

Extrapolated estimates suggest 183 to 204 dog bite—telated fatalities from 1979
through 1988. To prevent such deaths, we recommend stronger animal control
laws, public education regarding dog bites, and more responsible dog owner-
ship. Parents and physicians should be aware that infants left alone with a dog

may be at risk of death.

RECENT publicity regarding attacks
on humans by pit bulls and what should
be done about them has been consider-
zble (Time. July 27, 1987:60)." In the
scientific literature, Winkler® reported
11 dog bite-related fatalities (DBRF's)
in the United States between 1974 and
1975, none of which involved pit bulls,
while Pinckney and Kennedy' noted
that 6 of 74 DBRF's that occurred in the
United States from March 1966 through
June 1980 were caused by pit bulls. Both
studies used a primarily anecdotal rath-
er than systematic approach toward
identifying the deaths and breeds
involved. .

For the past few years, the usually
cited source of information regarding
DBRFSs and the breeds responsible has
been the Humane Society (HS) of the
United States. Although the HS consid-
ers their own information before 1986
incomplete, HS data for 1987 through
1988 suggest that pit bulls were in-
volved in 58% of human fatalities from
dog bites (A. Joly, written com-

Erom the Urententonal Injury Section, Epidemiciogy
Branch. Division of Injury Epidemioiogy and Control
{Ors Sacks and Sattin), Center for Environmental Health
mdlnptyCmrol(DnSacksmdSammM:
Bonzo), Centers for Disease Control, Atianta. Ga.

The use of the trade name NEXIS is for idenufication .

onty and does not constitute endorsement Dy the US
Public Hearth Service, the Centers for Dissase Control,
or the authors.

Reprint requests ta the Division of injury Epidemicio-
gy and Control (F-36). Centers for Disease Controt,
1600 Clifton R NE. Atanta. GA 30333 (Dr Sacks).

JAMA, September 15, 1989—Vol 262, No. 11

(JAMA. 1989;262:1489-1492)

munication, January 13, 1989).

Our study had two goals—to estimate
mortality from dog bites for the 10-year
period from 1979 through 1988 and to
identify the breeds of dogs responsible.
To accomplish this, we reviewed four
separate sources of information regard-
ing DBRFs in the United States.

METHODS

The two sources of data used to iden-
tify DBRFs were the NEXIS search
service of Mead Data Central and the
single-cause mortality tapes (SCMTs)
from the National Center for Health
Statisties (NCHS). Two additional
sources of data (HS records and multi-
ple-cause mortality tapes from the
NCHS) were used for supplementary
information, but not for case ascer-
tainment.

We searched for news stories regard-
ing DBRF's from 1979 through 1983 us-
ing the NEXIS search service. The
NEXIS service is a full-text, on-line
service that contains more than 160 files
of information from newspapers, maga-
zines, wire services, and broadcast
transcripts. The NEXIS files can be
searched for specific words or word
combinations to retrieve stories regard-
ing a requested topic. Because the
NEXIS service has not been designed
to perform the comprehensive search
required in this study, we conducted

four searches with different key words

and combinations to ensure that we had -

e
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identified as many deaths as possible.
Other limitations of NEXIS in doing
such a search are inconsistent indexing
of stories, inadequate and vague docu-
mentation, and failure to inform the
user when files are inaccessible duringa
search. Details of our search strategies
are available on request.

Qur second source of cases was
NCHS mortality data. The SCMTs
from 1979 through 1986 were used to
identify deaths from dog bites among
US residents in the 50 states and the
District of Columbia. Dog bite—related
fatalities were defined as those fatali-
ties with the underlying cause of death
coded as dog bite (International Classi-
fication of Diseases, Ninth Revision
[E906.0]). Information extracted for -
each case included decedent’s age, sex,
residence, and date and location of
death. Mortality data through 1986
were used since they were the most re-
cent data available at the time of
analysis.

The HS supplied their listing of
DBRFs from 1983 through 1988. The
listing contained the victim’s name and
date of death, the city and state of the
attack, the dog owner’s name, the num-
ber and breeds of dogs involved, and
information regarding circumstances.
These data were used only to identify
dog breeds if stories from NEXIS did

not note the breed(s) or if the case was
identified from the SCMTs only.

Information from the three sources of
death data were merged, and duplicate
entries were noted. For those deaths
reported in NEXIS or the HS data and
not found in the SCMTs, we searched
both the NCHS single- and multiple-
cause mortality tapes for a person of
similar age, sex, state of residence, and
date of death.

The NCHS multiple-cause mortality
tapes for 1979 through 1986 were
searched for entries of E906.0 in fields
other than underlying cause of death for
all cases that appeared in NEXIS, but
not in the SCMTs. Deaths found in the
SCMTs but not found in NEXIS were
again sought in NEXIS by searching for
all stories that contained the werd dogin
a l1-week window around the time of
death in the states of residence and oc-
currence. Deaths reported only by the
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HS were sought in NEXIS by searching
for both the deceased person’s name and
breed of dog in the state of occurrence in
the month of the death.

‘When multiple dogs of the same breed
were involved in a fatality, we counted
that breed only once. When crossbred
animals were involved in a fatality, each
breed in the dog’s parentage was
counted once. Thus, if three pit bulls
killed a man, pit bull was counted once.
If three pit bull-Labrador crossbreeds
killed a man, the pit bull crossbreed was
counted only once, as was the Labrador
crossbreed. .

Dogs were classified as pets, strays,
or police or guard dogs. A pet was de-
fined as a dog that at the time of the
attack was in the owner’s house, was
confined to the owner’s property by a
fence, leash, or chain, or was on a re-
straint off of the owner's property.
Free-roaming animals were defined as
strays.

We excluded the following NEXIS-
reported causes of death in this analysis:
dying of rabies following a dog bite
(n=1), being struck by a motor vehicle
while being chased by a dog (n=2),
strangling on a leash or scarf pulled by a
dog (n=2), dying of a heart attack while
a dog prevented resuscitation efforts
(n=1), dying of a head injury after fall-
ing off of a bicycle while being chased by
a dog (n=1), dying of anaphylaxis after
being pushed into a fire ant mound by a
dog (n=1), and dying of a heart attack
while being chased by adog (n=1).

The dog bite-related death rates per
100 million population were calculated
for, 1979 through 1988 using population

mortality tape; and NEXIS, NEXIS search service of Mead Data

estimates from the Bureau of the Cen-
sus.*’ Because 1988 figures were not yet
available, we projected these figures.
Newborns less than 1 month of age were
assumed to represent one twelfth of the
population less than 1 year of age.

We assumed that the probability of a
fatal dog bite appearing in the SCMTs
was independent of its probability of
appearing in NEXIS. Accordingly, the
“capture-recapture” statistical meth-
ods of Sekar and Deming’ were used to
estimate the true number of DBRFs
that occurred from 1979 through 1986.

Since NCHS data from 1987 and 1988
were unavailable, we projected fatality
figures for 1987 and 1988 based on the
cases reported in NEXIS those 2 years
and the estimated sensitivity of the
NEXIS system, ie, the number of cases
found in NEXIS from 1979 through 1986
divided by the estimated number of
deaths from 1979 through 1986.

RESULTS

Epidemioclogic Characteristics of
DBRFs

By combining the NEXIS data from
1979 through 1988 and the SCMTs from
1979 through 1986, we identified 157
deaths that occurred from 1979 through
1988 (Fig 1), a rate of 6.7 deaths per 100
million population per year. Of 106
deaths that could be classified, 3 (2.8%)
involved a police or guard dog, 29
(27.3%) involved a stray dog, and 74
(69.8%) involved a pet. Of 108 deaths
where the number of dogs involved was
known, 76 deaths (70.4%) involved 1
dog, 20 deaths involved 2 dogs, and 12
deaths involved 3 to 22 dogs.
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We found no obvious trend in number
of fatalities over the years and little
variation in the season of the attack
(winter, 43; spring, 40; summer, 36; and
fall, 38). Deaths that involved stray
dogs, however, were most common in
fall and least common in summer; deaths
that involved pets were most common
during the winter. The three states with
the largest number of fatal attacks were
Texas, California, and Ohio. Only 13
states had no fatal attacks during the 10
years (Fig 2). By NCHS region, the
South had the most fatalities, but the
West had the highest death rate.

Of those killed by dog bites, 70% were
children less than 10 years of age (Table
1). The death rate was particularly high
for neonates less than 1 month of age.
For infants less than 1 year of age, the
rate was 68.3 deaths per 100 million pop-
ulation per year. Males accounted for 95
(60.5%) of the 157 deaths, and their
death rate (8.3 deaths per 100 million
population per year) was 1.6 times that
of females (5.1 deaths per 100 million
population per year). Between the ages
of 1 and 29 years, there were more male
than female victims; after age 29 years,
there were roughly equal numbers of
male and female victims.

Circumstances of the attack were re-
ported for 19 of the 25 deaths among
infants less than 1 year of age. All in-
volved pet dogs, and all but one attack
occurred in the home and involved a
single animal. Ten attacks occurred
while the infant was sleeping or in a
crib. By breed, pit bull and pit bull
crossbreeds, German shepherds and
shepherd crossbreeds, and husky and
husky crossbreeds were each involved
in four attacks.

For pet-related deaths among victims
1 year of age and older, 50 of 53 cases
had a description of the circumstances.
Thirty-six percent involved a child who
gained unauthorized access to a fenced
yard where a dog was kept, and 28.0%
resulted from a child who wandered too
close to a chained dog. Only 9(17.0%) of
these 53 deaths involved more than one
dog.

The following circumstances of the at-
tack were described for 28 of the 29
deaths that involved stray dogs: 42.9%
occurred on the vietim’s property;
35.7% involved a dog that had escaped a
fence, pen, or restraint; and 10.7% in-
volved children who were riding bicy-
cles and were attacked by a pack of 4 to
14 stray dogs. Overall, 65.5% of the 29
deaths from strays involved 2 or more
dogs.

Pit bulls and pit bull crossbreeds were
involved in 42 (41.6%) of 101 deaths
where the breed of dog was reported
(Table 2). Although the yearly number
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of DBRFs changed little from 1979
through 1988, the proportion of fatal

attacks with reported pit bull involve- Midwest
(Rate, 8.1)

ment increased from 20% in 1979 and
1980 to 62% in 1987 and 1988. Pit bull
attacks involved older victims—31% of
* pit bull-related deaths were among per-
sons older than 9 years compared with
1% for other breeds. Of 41 classifiable
attacks that involved pit bulls, 15
(36.6%) involved a stray, compared
with 11 (18.6%) of 59 for other breeds.

NEXIS and NCHS Case
Ascertainment and Overlap

From 1979 through 1986, the years
for which both NEXIS and the SCMT
data were available, we identified 136
DBRFs in the United States (Fig 1).
Seventy deaths appeared in both sys-
ems, 51 deaths in the SCMTs alone,
and 15 deaths in NEXIS alone. Overall,
the SCMTs identified 121 (89.0%) of the

Wast
(Rate, 10.7)

Northeast
(Rate, 3.8)

(4 s T st

AR

Fia 2.—Number of dog bite—related fataiities and death rate per 100 million population, by state and region of
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deaths (62.5%).
Of the 15 deaths found in NEXIS and
not in the SCMTs, 2 deaths (both in 1988
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fied from 1987 through 1988, Assuming
3 57.9% sensitivity of N EXIS, ie, 85 of
146.9 deaths that occurred from 1979
through 1986 were detected, the estj-
mated number of fatalities that would
have been found from 1987 through 1988
using NCHS (if it were available) and
NEXIS was 36.3. The 10-year’ total
would be 183.2,

Humane Society Case Finding

From 1979 through 1986, the HS list-
ed 21 (15.4%) of the 136 deaths found by
NEXIS and NCHS. The HS data
showed a marked improvement in de-
tection of deaths over time (1979
through 1982, 0.0%; 1988, 10.0%; 1984,
21.1%; 1985, 25.0%; and 1986, 76.5%).
Two additional deaths were listed by
the HS that were not found in NEXIS or
the SCMTs. The first was a 4-year-old
boy who died in Kansas in January 1986
after being bitten by two or three
Australian shepherd crossbreeds—no
NCHS record of death from any cause
could be found for such an individual,
The second case involved a T9-year-old
man in Florida who died in April 1986
from bites by three dogs: a pit bull, a
boxer, and a mixed-breed dog—the
multiple-cause mortality tapeslisted his
underlying cause of death as arterio-
sclerotic heart disease, with dog bite as
contributory. I

The HS listed 24 deaths during 1987
and 1988 (10in 1987 and 14 in 1988). Two
of the deaths (1 in 1987 and 1 in 1988)
could not be located in NEXIS, even
after searching for the vietims' names.
One of these deaths was a 9-year-old
Maryland boy who was killed by a stray
Newfoundland; the other was a 3-year-
old Arkansas boy who was killed by a
pet German shepherd. Two HS-report-
ed deaths did not meet our definition ofa
dog bite-related death—one 1987 case
wasreported in NEXIS as a 63-year-old
Massachusetts man who had'a heart at-
tack while being chased by a pit bull and
a mixed-breed dog and one 1988 case
Was reported as a 4l-year-old Texas
man who suffered a head injury after
falling off a bicyele while being chased
by a Doberman pinscher and a chow
chow crossbreed.

For the 20 DBRF's that appeared in
both NEXIS and the HS during 1987
and 1988, the breed(s) of dog listed was
identical in 19 cases (95%). In the 20th
case, the HS listed one dog from a multi-
ple dog attack as a collie~German shep-
herd crossbreed and NEXIS listed the
dogasa “collie-type.”

COMMENT

The occurrence of DBRF's has been
underestimated. The HS, the usually
cited source of such statistics, identified

45 fatalities from 1979 through 1988,
Ourresults suggest there were approxi-
mately 183 DBRFs from 1979 through
1988. If weinclude the 4 deaths uniquely
found by the HS and the 17 deaths in the
NCHS multiple-cause mortality tapes
where dog bite was listed as a contribu-
tory but not underlying cause of death,
the total is 204 dog bite-related deaths,
Each surveillance system has limita-
tions. The NEXIS search service
proved difficult and expensive to use
and results were inconsistent. NEXIS
was not intended for seientific purposes;
giventhe problemsin using it, its use for
routine surveillance is questionable.

. The SCMTs from the NCHS also had

disadvantages. There is a 1- to 2-year
lag in their availability. Also, of the 601
deaths aseribed to E906.8 or E906.9, at
least 11 persons should have been coded
as E906.0 (dog bite-related death).
How many more of these deaths are
actually dog bite-related is unknown,
The HS data included cases that did not
meet our definition, and before 1986 the
system missed many deaths,

The main victims of fatal dog bites
were the very young and very old, those
least able to protect themselves. In-
deed, the death rate for neonates was
almost 370 times that of adults 30 to 49
years of age; the death rate for infants
was 85 times that of adults 30 to 49 years
of age. In 10 cases, an infant was killed
while it was asleep or in a crib—in 4
cases by a pit bull or related breed.

Forty-two percent of dog bite-relat.
ed deaths in the past 10 Yyears were at-
tributable to pit bulls, and 37% of pit
bull-related deaths involved strays.
Furthermore, the reported proportion
of fatal attacks by pit bulls increased
from20%ix11979through 1980 t0 62% in
1987 and 1988, Because breeds may be
misclassified by news stories, our num-
bers may not be exact. For example, the
term pit bull has been used to deseribe 2
variety of pit bull terrier and buil terrier
breeds. It has also been suggested that
any short-haired, stocky dog is likely to
be called a pit bull,! Moreover, the re-
cent attention directed toward these
dogs may lead tomedia overreporting of
pit bull-related incidents relative to
other species. However, even before
1985, when news coverage seemed to
increase, pit bulls still accounted for
31% of deaths.

We would have preferred to calculate
dog breed-specific fatality rates. The
humerator requires accurate definition
of breed as well as a full ascertainment
of fatalities. The denominator requires
reliable breed-specific population fig-
ures, which are not currently available,
Using registration or licensing figures
for a denominator is problematic be-
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cause pit bull owners may be much less
likely than other breed owners to regi
ter or license their animals.' Better d
population data and improved survejl.
lance for fatal and nonfatal dog bites are
needed. R

Despite the potential biases and lack
of dog population figures, pit bulls
seemed to be involved in
mmﬁﬁé%{
“bulls represent anywhere near 42% of
dogs in-the United States. Therefore,
we believe that the pit bull excess in
deaths is real and increasing,

Whether they are caused by pit bulls
or not, dog bites are a tremendous inju-
ry problem. More than 2 million persons
are bitten yearly—half are left searred,
one tenth require sutures, and one third
suffer lost school or work time.? Many of
these bites and deaths are potentially
preventable. For example, 27%
DBRFs were from stray dogs; more
stringent Fnimal control laws and en-
forcement might prevent some of these
deaths. Dog owners could prevent some
deaths by realizing that a chain may not
be a sufficient restraint to ensure that a
dog cannot escape and that a securely
enclosed and locked pen or structure
able to prevent the entry of young chil-
dren may also be necessary. In partieu-
lar, parents should be aware that very
small infants left alone with a dog may
be at risk of death, We support the rec-
ommendations offered by the HS as a
first step toward the prevention of
DBRFs.” These measures call for
strong animal control laws, public edu-
cation regarding dog bites, and more
responsible dog ownership.

We thank Ann Joly for information; and” Philip
:ldqua. MS, and Sue Binder, MD, for editorial

vice,
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EXHIBIT 21

CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL

ANNUAL SUMMARIES OF RABIES SURVEILLANCE

1984 - 1990
701 Rabid Horses
2240 Rabid Dogs
2310 Rabid Cats
3395 Rabid Cattle
10 Rabid Ferrets
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REPRODUCING FERAL FERRET POPULATIONS -

Areas

U.S.A.
Chio & many states
Washington (San Juan 1d.)
Hassachusetts

Scotland

Hales
England
Southeast Europe

Sicily

Sardinia

New Zealand
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In December 1988, the California Department of Health published
a report entitled "pET EUROPEAN FERRETS: A HAZARD TO
PUBLIC HEALTH, SMALL LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE."

The following excerpts are from that report:

wFerrets develop feral populations and are especially
destructive of poultry and small wild animals such as rab-
bits. ks & result of this well recognized problem, the
keeping of ferrets as pets was outlawed in california in
1935." (CDH 12-88 Report, P. 11)

“DFG had restrictions against entry of pet ferrets into
tha State ... due to the knowledge that escaped ferrets de~
velop feral populations that aave a taendency to ravage
wildlife and small l1ivestock (e.g.. poultry and rabbits).”
(CDH 12-88 Report, P- 2)

It must be emphasized, though, that feral ferrets
abound in other states with climates far mozre severe than
occurs in most of california, and that California’s poultry
producing and game bird producing areas provide habitats
especially attractive to ferrets.® (CDH 12-88 Report, P-
15)

The reality is that literally no effort was made to determine the ac-
curacy of these statements. They are what the Report’s authors wanted
to believe, and what they wanted the public to believe, and so the report
was published without any regard for the truth. This elitist attitude is,
" A fter all, the public will believe it to be true because we (the CDH)
say it is true.” Sadly, not only much of the public, but many other
public health officials willingly embraced the lies.

The attached 100 + letters from the Departments of Agriculture and
Departments of wildlife from all 50 states demonstrate graphically the
total falsehood of CDH’s allegations. They should raise a serious
question in the mind of any objective and responsible person about the
ethics and acumen of the authors of the CDH 1988 Report.

In Summary, despite the fact that ferrets have been in the United
States for at least 300 years:
o Feral Populations of Mustela furo in the United States: NONE.
o Agricultural damage due to feral or stray Mustela furo
in the United States: NONFE.
Source: The Departments of Wildlife and Departments of
Agriculture of all States in the Union, statements attached.
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Cooperative Extension Service

Extension Animal Sciences and Industry
Call Hall
Manhattan. Kansas 66506-1600

§13.532.5654

December 17, 1990

Mr. William Phillips, Sr.

The California Domestic Ferret Association
P.0. Box 1868

Healdburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

In response to the. questions in your letter dated December
10th, we have received no reports of predation of -chickens
or eggs by domestic ferrets. Wild coyotes, foxes, coons,
possums, mink, and bobcats are problems in small flocks that
are allowed to run Toose.

Rodents have been shown to carry organisms that infect
poultry. The main concern at the present time is a group of
bacteria called Salmonella. A particularly seratype,
Salmonella enteritidis, is a major threat to the commercial
egg industry because it has the ability to cause food
infection in humans.

The wuse of cats to control rodents in poultry houses is a
common practice Kansas.

Sincerely,

EREUE N (IR
Albert W. Adams
Extension Specialist, Poultry
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David Coldenberg
Executive Vice President

Poultry Science Building
Purdue University
est Lafayette. Indiana 47907
(317) 494-8517
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December 26, 1990

William B. Phillips, Esq.

Executive Director

california Domestic Ferret Association
P. O. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

'*his is in reply to your letter requesting information
on complaints received from poultry producers
regarding domestic ferrets.

In my eight years associated with the poultry
industry, I can truly say that I have never heard of a
predation problem associated with domestic or wild
ferrets. As you may know, most domesticated poultry
are raised in confinement buildings which maintains a
barrier to the natural environment.

Regarding your question on health problems due to
rats, we can tell you that rats, other rodents and
insects can harbor bacteria. Rodents and insects pose
a serious health threat to domestic poultry if left
unchecked. All poultry producers engage in a rodent
and insect control program. Although cats are used in
cage layer houses to a limited degree, it is not an
acceptable alternative to a chemical control program.
We are not aware of any prevalent use of cats in a
rcdent centrcl program. The cats themselves can
harbor disease and thus can become a disease spreading
agent.

We hope this answers your questions.
CopQially,
David J. Goldenberg

Executive Vice President
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December 18, 1990

Mr. Wwilliam B. Phillips, Esqg.
Executive Director

California Domestic Ferret Assn.
P.0. box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

The attached letter has been forwarded to me for response and I
will answer as best based on my poultry experience. I have not
seen or had any complaints of predation on chickens or eggs by
ferrets and for that matter, any other wild or domestic animal.
Most all commercial poultry today are raised in confined and
controlled environments. .

( As to bacteria spread by rats, Salmonella and Pasteurella are
always at the top of the list as a potential problem. Rather than
cause a flock problem, I would probably more correctly use the term
of their acting as a reservoir for these bacteria thereby meaning
they maintain a constant source of these bacteria to inoculate and
or reinoculate environments between flocks. Thus the reason for
our continual effort of rodent control as being one of the most
cost effective methods of disease control in poultry. As to the
use of cats in the chicken house to control rats, in the southeast
this is seldom used in the broiler segments of the industry and
more frequently used in the commercial layer segment of the
industry. Hopefully, these are useful.

Sincerely,

%&M/ﬂr

M.A. Smeltzer, D.V.M.

MAS:vl1

cc:Abit Massey

Ooperatect iy THe Lumuga Hatty Improvenant AssuCistion.
sart Tree Soane Depariment of Agrcwiture
Toummy ivens Coamimangnee Of Agncutture
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Virginia Poultry Federation, Inc.

21 Terri Drive ® Box 552 e Harrisonburg, Va. 22801-0552 e 703-433-2451

February 19, 1991

Mr. Wiiliam B. Phillips

Executive Director

california Camestic Ferret Association
P. O. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

o Bl 1t B 113 ol

..
LTI I

I3
1

o

I apologize for the delay in responding to your request for informatian - :
about the poultry industry in regard to domestic ferrets. Please accept the--
following responses to your questions: :

¥

HEY

1. I have received no camplaints from our members in regard to
predation of chickens or eggs by domestic ferrets or any other animals.
That does not necessarily mean that there have not been any incidents of
this nature, simply that I have received no reports.

2. The poultry industry is always interested about the spread of
disease and certainly rats would pose scmewhat of a problem in poultry
health. There are lots of things that can affect the poultry markets but
only a few that can put us out of business. Disease happens to be one of
those few.

¥

T PR OO NTYIN W

gttt gt el e i |

3. I have done no recent surveys in regard to domestic cats being used
to contral rat populations in hen houses although I do know that some
campanies utilize this mechanism while others do not. Beyond that, I have
no further information.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to call.

‘ Si Yo
SNt —

Richard W. Moyers
Exscutive Vice President

FM: m
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THE CALIFORNIA DOMESTIC FERRET ASSOCIATION

P.O. BOX 1868
HEALDSBURG, CA 95448
(707) 431.2277

Decerber 190, 1999

Hr. William Bell

Haine Poultry Federstion
Post Office Box 228
Augusts, ME @l1862

Dear Hr. Bell:

I am interested in any information or complaints you might have
recaeived fronm Your nmembers of predation of chickensa or egga by
domestic ferrets (H. Furo) or any other animal {wild or

do tie).
reatic \ngS

I ar also interested to know 1f bacteria spread by /?Ets posea a
health problem to poultry, and 1f the use of the domeati ‘53 to
control the rat Population in the hen houses is 8 common prgctice
within the industry. S

Thank you for your time and consideration in ansvering these
questionsa,

Sincerely,

Cin /B e

William B, Phillips, Esq.
Executive Director
Cal.fornia Domestic Ferret Association
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November 28, 1990

Ms. Jeanne Carley

The California Domestic
Ferret Association

PO Box 1868
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Ms. Carley:

Thank you for your letter of November 6. | discussed your questions with some
of our members and reached these conclusions.

Due to current production practices predators are now a minor problem compared

to the past. Only the smallest productions are free-ranging. Almost all are housed in

( modern facilities. As newer-designed houses replaces older ones, pests will become even
less of a problem.

Scientists have found that birds and rats carry Salmonella enteritidis, our most
serious problem today. They believe this is a possible source of bacteria in layers.

While | wouldn’t go so far as to say using cats to control rats is “common” practice,
there are a number producers who feel cats kill mice in the houses and thus keep the
adult rat population down of the six producers | interviewed, two said they had or still have
cats in their hen houses. .

I'm not sure where you're headed with your questians, but keep me informed.

Sincerely,

A

J.C. MclLaurin
President

808 17th Street. NW. Sutte 200. Washington. D C 20006
202 « 296 » 8248 Fax 202 » 223 « 9569
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15403-8 1ST. SO., SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98148 / (208) 242-2229

December 18, 1990

William B. Phillips, Ezg.

California Domestic Ferret Association
P.O. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear William:

I am responding to your recent letter concerning complaints of predation of chickens
or eggs by domestic ferrets or other animals wild or domestic.

While the poultry grown in this state is not done in cages, the poultry are completely
protected from the elements you are inquiring about. The chicken is grown in houses
which are protected from outside predation, climate and disease (including the spread
of bacteria by rats). There is no rat population to contend with, so the use of the
domestic cat for control is unnecessary.

I hope that adequately answers your questions. Please feel free to contact me should
you have further guestions.

.Si rely, N
\(7;77////;_ ////ﬂ Al __

Pamela Williams
Office Manager

/pgw
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West Coast Unrrep Ece Probucers
9541 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE, SUITE J, RANCHO CUCAMONGA, CA 91730
{ PHONE. 714/980-5114 FAX: 714/945-3575
November 28, 1990
. :
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Ms. Jeanne Cariey

Assistant Director )

Tae Califormia Domestic Ferret Ausn.
P.0.Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Ms. Carley...

It has been many, many years since L have heard of chickens being
attacked by any animals-domestic ferrets, foxes, or dogs (to name
a few). This is largely because close to 100% of our commercial
chickens are in cages.

In the past, we sometimes heard about coyotes injuring chickens
by pulling their feet through the cages. Haven't heard much of
that lately.

Interesring that you should ask about bacteria being spread by rats
and creating a health problem for the poultry industry. You likely
are awvare of the current Salmonella enteritidis situation in the
egg industry (which is confined largely to the northeastern United
States). It ig well known that the principal carrier for Se

is the rat (and mice). We don't know why this Se problem has
arisen in the last two years because our general management
practices haven't changed in recent times. Even with the best rodent
control possible, it generally is accepted that it is virtually
impogsible to keep one's premigses totally rodent-free. Throughout
the years, cats have been kept on poultry ranches and in some cases
in the hen houses. While I am sure you will continue to find cats
on many poultry farms and ranches, very few individuals consider
them as a primary rodent control.

Trust that thls may be of some us2 To you.
with all good wishes...

Yours sincerely,

— N

T
/] el P RN —
A. William Jaspej Ph.D
President

A REGIONAL MEMBER OF UNITED EGG PRODUCERS
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December 19, 1990

William B. Phillips, Esq.
Executive Director
california DomeslLic rerret Association

P. O. Box 1868
Healdsburg, California 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

In regard to Yyour letter of December 10, 1990, I am
pleased to inform you that my members suffer very little

from predation of chickens or eggs.

However, I am sure that farmers, who raise poultry for
their own consumption, would answer differently. Our
members are compiled of major poultry producers who use
only high-tech methods to house and protect their
product. Due to this fact, there is rarely a problem of

rat infestation.

If I may be of further aséistancek_please let me know.

a

Sinéerely,A

1 : -
(;szzlxqgj‘kjuwmijti/
connie P. Smith
Executive Director

CcPS/dnc
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florida poultry federation,inc.

e
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_Q_J December 17, 1990

Mr. William B. Phillips, Esq.
Executive Director

California Domestic Feriet Assuciation
P.0. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Your letter of December 10 posed some interesting questions and I
will attempt to answer them.

To the best of my knowledge, there are no ferrets in the wild in Florida.
Predators here include the possum, skunk, fox and snake. Most of the
predation occurs on small farms/backyard type of flock.

As to bacteria spread by rats, I can safely say that alil warm-blooded
animals as well as humans can carry bacterial diseases. HWhether the
rat poses a problem or not, it has not been completely established.

A11 poultrymen are advised to control rodent populations and to control
any contact with wild birds.

He seldom see domestic cats in hen houses any more. Traps and poisons
are usually adequate to control rodent population.

If 1 may be of further assistance, please don't hesitate to ask.

Edwin D. Cox
Executive Vice President

EDC:crh

POULTRY

The Florida Pouitry Federation serves 4.750 members. employees and contract progducers
trom ifs offices at 4508 OAK FAIR BLVD.. SUITE 109. TAMPA, FL 33610 » (813) 628-4551.




EXHIBIT 25

Results of a survey of 48 Animal Control Agencies, Humane
Societies, and local SPCA’'s in 29 states (in all of which
ferrets were already legal).

Total number of animals received each year: ranged between 5,000
and 60,000.

Average number of domestic ferrets received each year: less than 7

C::Windows\Ferrets\Exhibit.25
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CALIFORNIA DOMESTIC FERRET ASSOCIATION SURVEY
OF THE IMPACT OF THE DOMESTIC FERRET
ON ANIMAL CONTROL AND HUMANE SOCIETY FACILITIES

SUMMARY

Forty-eight animal control and humane societies responded to the California
Domesiic Ferret Association (CDFA) inquiry conceming the impact’of the domestic
ferret on their facilities. Twenty-one were humane societies, and twenty-seven were
municipal animal control or SPCA. CDFA targeted the large population centers in a
variety of states where ferrets are legally kept as pets. While not an exhaustive study,
the typical response to the question of the impact of domestic ferrets on sheliters was
uniformly "insignificant”, “negligible”, or "none.”

Eliminating shelters who responded "too few to count” or "none”, and including
only the highest estimates provided, the average number of ferrets seen per sheiter
per year is seven. With total incoming animal estimates in the range of 5,000-36,000,
this animal clearly has not demonstrated a measurable impact on municipal animal
cantrol facilities or humane society shelters. .

»

ALABAMA

Humane Society

Humane Society of Mobile, Mobile

Tel: (205) 434-7450

Contact: William Fassbender, Director
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Has seen three ferrets in 23 years
Animal Control

Montgomery Animai Control, Mcntgomery

Tel: (205) 241-2970
Contact: Bite Control Officer
impact:

Comments: 3 bites in last 3-4 years
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ARIZONA

Humane Society

Humane Society of Tucson, Tucson

Tel: (602) 743-7550

Contact: James Bassett, Operations Director
impact: Slight

Comments: Ferrets not a large influence on our shelter, use ferret rescue
Animal Control

Pima County Animal Control Center, Tucson

Tel: (602) 743-7550
Contact Art Ruff, Administrator
Impact Insignificant

Comments: Ferrets pose no significant public health hazards or problems of any kind

Phoenix Animal Control, Phoenix

Tel: (602) §06-2772
Contact Dan Schriek
impact Insignificant -

Comments: Of 60,000 animals each year approx. 6 are ferrets, no problems
associated with the animal

ARKANSAS -
Animal Control

Little Rock Animal Control, Little Rock

Tel: (501) 753-4764
Contact Kim Tribelt, Animal Control Officer
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Received one ferret so far.this year, 2 in the last 5 1/2 years, receive
approx 36,000 animals per year
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COLORADO
Humane Saociety

Humane Saciety of Boulder, Boulder

Tel: (303) 442-4030

Contact: Jan McHugh, Associate Director

impact: insignificant

Comments: Receive 1 or 2 ferrets every cougle of menths, 6-12 per year, they go to
farrat rescue

Animal Control

Denver Animal Control, Denver

Tel: (303) 698-0080
Contact: Dr. Pei, Public Health Veterinarian
Impact Insignificant

Comments: 1 or 2 ferrets each month out of approx. 1,000 animals per month/ 6-12
ferrets per year vs. 12,000 animals; Dr. Pei couldn't believe the ban in
California was still in effect and considered it “ridiculous”

CONNECTICUT -

Humane Society

Connecticut Humane Saociety, Hartford
Tel: (203) 666-3337

Contact: Mr. August Helberg, Director
impact:

Comments: "Don't see that many”

Animal Control

Hartford Animal Control, Hartford

Tel: (203) 527-6300
Contact: Ed Grodecki, Animal Control Officer
Impact: None

Comments: Has received no ferrets
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Hartford Canine Control

Tel: (203) 722-8301

Contact: Mr. Cloutier, Canine Control Officer

impact: Insignificant .

Comments: Receives 1 or 2 ferrets per yéar and those are turned over to ferret
rescue

DELAWARE

Animal Coatrol

Newcastle County SPCA, Wilmington

Tel: (302) 998-2281]

Contact Kathy, Dispatcher

Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Reczived 3 in the last 4 years

FLORIDA

Humane Society

Humane Society of Greater Miami, Miami -~
Tel: (305) 696-8551

Contact Rick Collord, Executive Director

Impact:

Comments: Receive "very few”

Humane Saciety of Orlando

Tel: (407) 351-7722

Contact: Bob Byars, Operations Director
Impact: Very Slight

Comments: 8-10 ferrets in 2 years

Animal Control

Dade County Animal Control, Miami

Tel: (305)884-1101
Contact:  Chris Miller, Supervisor
impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive 2 farrets per year, has had one ferrst bite in 14 years, "ferrets
bite very rarely”
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Hillsboro Animal Control, Tampa

Tel: (813) 744-5660
Contact: Incoming operator
impact: Insignificant
Comments: Perhaps 10 annually
GEORGIA

Humane Society .

Humane Socieiy of Georgia, Atlanta

Tel: (404) 875-5331

Contact: James Albertson, Director

impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive 5 ferrets per year

IDAHO

Humane Society:

Idahc Humane Society, Boise

Tel: (208) 342-3508 .-

Contact: Dee Fugit, Public Education Director of |daho Humane

Impact: Insignificant :

Comments: Receive less than 10 ferrets per year of 13,000-15,000 animals total,
has had waiting lists for ferrets

ILLINOIS

Animal control

Chicago Animal Control and Care, Chicago

Tel:
Contact:
Impact:
Comments:

(312) 744-5000

Mr. Paholik, Director

Insignificant

High was 12 per year in 1986, currently only 1 or 2 per year, none so far
in 1994
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INDIANA
Animal Control

Indianapolis Animal Control, Indianapolis '

Tel: (317) 633-3007
Contact: Mr. Moore, Administrator
mpact: Insignificant

Comments: 8 ferrets in 1992, 1 in 1993, currently 1 in the facility of 50,000 calls and
20,000 animal per year

IOWA

Animal Control ,

Des Moines Animal Shelter, Des Moines"
Tel: (515) 242-2720

Contact Sue Stropes, Animal Handler
[mpact Insignificant

Comments: High est. for ferrets would be 20 per year

Cedar Rapids Animal Control, Cedar Rapids -

Tel: (319) 848-7373
Contact Judy, secretary
Impact . Insignificant

Comments: 2 ferrets in 1993 out of §,977 animals
KANSAS

Animal Control

Kansas City Animal Control

Tel: (913) 321-1445
Contact: John Miskec, Assistant Supervisor
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Received 3 ferrets last year out of over 5,000 animals
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KENTUCKY

Animal Control

Lexington Animal Control

Tel: (8086) 255-8033 .
Contact: Director of Animal Control
impact: Insignificant

Comrents: Received one ferret since. Aug. 1993
MARYLAND

Animal Control

Baltimore City Animal Shelter, Baitimore

Tel: (410) 396-4694
Contact: Mrs. Hicks, Administrative Secretary
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Mrs. Hicks reported that their statistician recorded no ferrets in the last 2
years and 3 in 1891

Baltimore SPCA, Baltimore -
Tel: (410) 235-8826

Contact: Sandy Kerrigan, Kennel Supervisor

Impact Insignificant

Comments: 1 ferret call every 5 months, ferret delivered to ferret rescue

MINNESOTA

Humane Society

Humane Society of Ramsey County, St. Paul

Tel: (612) 845-7387

Contact: Celia Waldock, Executive Director

Impact: Few Calls

Comments: Recsive 1 ferret per year, work with ferret rescue
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Humane Society

Great Falls Humane Society, Great Falls '

Tel: (408) 454-2276 .

Contact: Linda Hughs, Operations Manager

Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Recgive 8 ferrets per year, most claimed by owners, others adopted out
quickly

NEVADA

Humane Society

Nevada Humane Society, Sparks

Tel: (702) 331-5770

Contact Susan Asher, Assistant Director

Impact Insignificant

Comments: Recsive 5 ferrets per year, they are "no problem”
Animal Control “ : -

Dewey Center of Clark County

Tel: - (702) 873-3455

Contact: ‘Jane Lokken, Assistant Manager of Operations

Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive 6-10 ferrets per year which the owner claims or are adopted out
very quickly

NEW MEXICO

Humane Society

Animal Humane Association of New ‘Mexico, Albuquerque

Tel: (505) 255-5523

Contact: Bill Mayhall, Executive Director

Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive a few calls each year
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NEW YORK

Humane Society

Humane Society of Albany

Tel: (518) 434-8128 _
Contact: Phil Garry, Director of Operations
impact

Comments: Could not provide number of stray ferrets
OHIO

Animal Control

Hamilton County SPCA, Cincinnati

Tel: (513) 541-6100

Contact Andy Malman, Office manager

Impact Insignificant

Comments: Receive 8 ferrets per year, use ferret rescue

OKLAHOMA

Animal Control

Oklahoma City Animal Welfare Division, Oklahoma City

Tel: (405) 297-3108
Contact: Dr. Cooper, Director
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Too few to count, no known ferret rescue

OREGON

Humane Society

Oregon Humane Saciety, Portiand

Tel: (503) 285-7722

Contact: Sharon Harmon, Director of Operations
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive 3 ferrets per month which go to ferret rescue out of a total or
19,000 animals per year
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‘ South Oregon Humane Society

Tel: (503) 779-3215
Contact: Lela Chur, Assistant Kennels Manager
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receives 9 ferrets per year and finds homes for all of them

Green Hills Humane Society, Eugene

Tel: (503) 689-1503

Contact: Mert Davis, Executive Director
Impact Insignificant :
Comments: 1 or2 ferrets per month
PENNSYLVANIA

Humane Saociety

Harrisburg Humane Society, Harrisburg
Tel: (7T17) 564-3320

Contact Ed Shore, Executive Director
impact: Very Slight

Comments: Receive 3-4 ferrets per year
Women's Humane Society, Philadelphia
Tel: (215) 225-4500

Contact . John Foster

Impact Slight

Comments: 1 ferret per year

Animal Control

Pennsylvania SPCA, Philadelphia

Tel: (215) 426-6300
Contact: Elaine Skypala, Director of Operations
Impact Insignificant

Comments: 6-20 ferrets per year, no problem to shelter

10



TENNESSEE

Animal Control

Nashville SPCA, Nashville

20

Tel: (615) 862-7928

Contact: Wayne Bakovitch

Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Recsives 6-12 ferrets per year and 9 out of 10 times the owner comes to
claim it .

TEXAS

Humane Society

Humane Society of San Antonio, San Antonio

Tel: (210) 226-7461 )

Contact. Don Huffman, Executive Director

Impact: None ST

Comments: Don has been director at this humane society for 2 years and has
recaived no ferret calls

- -

UTAH

Animal Control

Salt Lake County Shelter, Salt Lake

Tel: (801) 264-2267

Contact: John Moore, Associate Director
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receives 3-5 ferrets per year
VERMONT

Humane Society

Burlington Humane Society, Burlington

Tel: (802) 864-8004

Contact: Pat Clark, Director of Operations
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Receive very few ferrets

1




VIRGINIA

Animal Control

Animal Welfare League of Arlington, Arfington

Tel: (703) 931-9241
Contact; Linda Willen, Executive Director
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Fewer than § ferrets per year

Richmond Animal Control, Richmond

Tel: 1804) T80-5397

Contact: Bill Shaw, Director of Operations
Impact: Insignificant

Comments: Very Few

WASHINGTON

Humane Society

Spokane Humane Society, Spokane )

Tel: (509) 467-5235 -

Contact: Diane Rasmussen, Director

Impact; None

Comments: 5-10 ferrets in the last year, none surrendered, all strays, uses ferret
rescue

Animal Control

Seattle Animal Control, Seattle

Tel: (215) 225-4500
Contact: John Foster
'mpact: . Insignificant

Comments: Recsives 1 ferret per year

12
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American Museum of Natural History

Floyd L. Carley s
3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145 EXHIBIT 2¢ 8
Menlo Park, CA 94025

21gquet

4

¥, <
'vl,. 3 a¥

September 25, 1995

Dear Mr. Carley,

As Collections Registrar for the Department of Mamraalogy, I amn responding to
your letter to Dr. VanGelder, dated September 6. Iam sorry to inform you that Dr.
VanGelder passed on last year after several years in retirement.

Mustela furo is the domestic ferret and is not a wild species. It is probably
descended from the wild species Mustela putorius, the "European Polecat". Some
authorities accept the domestic ferret as a subspecies of M. putorius, M. putorius furo,
but, strictly speaking, the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature is not meant to
apply to domestic animals.

I hope that this answers your question.

Sincerely,

L 2l

Bryn J. Mader

Central Park West at 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10024-5192, USA 212-769-5000
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SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE DAVIS, CALIFORNIA 95616
DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE

Janvary 23/ 1984 | ExtHi:T 27

Sharon A. Dant .
Anchorage Community College
2533 Providence Avenue .
- Anchorage, Alaska 99504
. . e TEE

_Dear Ms. Dant: s

e Tymrs. o .
Thank you for ‘'your letter requesting "information on the ferret.. The ferret-
has been used by man for, hundreds of years, As you may be aware, it is .
derived from the Buropean polecat, Mustella putorius. The references used
to list it as a domestic animal are attached.

I don't know what you want on my opinion on ferrets as domestic animals.
Do you mean as a pet, or do you mean does it meet the criteria that I
outline in my book? As a pet, they can be quite delightful little fellows,
especially if they have been hand reared. In the State of California they
are illegal. In other states they may be legal. Ferrets adapt quite well
to human handling and are not injured by proper handling so that I don't
feel it detrimental to the.ferret. They thrive on the food that humans can
provide as long as it isn't food from their table.

Regulatory officials are fearful that ferrets will escape to the wild and
become feral, I don't really think that is possible. Domestic ferrets

will hardly catch a live mouse.

There are some good' articles.on the health and welfare of the ferret, I've
included reference to them. = - - .

Hope this helps. ™"
Sincerely, ) »

%{%‘7 [’(.Cko/ /0:1—. Y D’.”‘ b]g é:., ) GO -
M,E. Fowler, DVM TR g A Y Fx Lot 1a 4 1
Professor i Ll‘f—’ A Zians ~ r R

%’ /;‘{-3\«.{ s ‘ A 1« t‘w\d -[5 . c (\ P 7 ¢ )
Enclosure

NEF: | B Jdiae Bbls kg 2]
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VETERINARY ASSOCIATES, P.C.
COLLEGE VILLAGE ANIMAL CLINIC
2036 E. NORTHERN LIGHTS BLVD.
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99304

“Telephooe 274-3613

11/8/83

As a practicing veterinarian, 1 have had

frequent occasion to consult text books and articles

authorad by Murray D. Fowler D.V.M. regarding uncormon

and zoo animals. Dr. Fowler is iooked to as a

knowledgable authority on the husbandry and health

of wild and exotic animals by the veterinary

profession.

we_omrd Ry - —.
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. NEVADA HUMANE SOCIETY Etl Bo:T 2%

March 8, 1994

Jeanne Carley

California Domestic Ferret Assoclation
410 Mountain Home Road

Woodside, California

94062

Dear Ms. Carley,

The Nevada Humane Society receives approxmiately 5 ferrets at its
shelter each year. These animals are released to us by their legal
owners when they are no longer able to keep them; we are not al-
lowed to accept strays as this function is performed by Reno Ani-
mal Control. ’

As with the majority of our animals, most of the ferrets we see

are brought in because their owners are moving. They tend to be
altered adults with good dispositions and we are generally able

to place them without difficulty. We charge $25.00 to adopt avail-
able ferrets; we do not require surgical alteration as a condition
of adoption (as we do with dogs and cats), but we do advise adop-
ters on which veterinarians in the area handle ferrets.

It has been my experience that most ferret adopters have previous-
ly owned one or more in the past - and that they are already fairly
knowledgable about them. It has been our policy to discourage
those families with young children wishing to adopt ferrets. In
fact, the only ordinance regarding ferrets in our area is in Carson
City; a parson may not purchase a ferret if there are children un-
der the age of three in the home.

Our shelter handles approximately 4,200 animals per year and our
adoption rate was 48% in 1993. For more information about the im—-
pact of ferrets on area shelters, you might try calling John Mar-
quez, who is the dirsctor of Reno Animal Control (702-858~1616).
They handle close to 15,000 animals each year and deal spacifical-
ly with straye, licensing and bite reports.

I look forward to meeting you at the conference on the 16th in
San Diego! 1If you should need anything further frem me, please
don't hesitate to call.

1y,

P

Susan Asher
Assistant Director

P.O.Box KIND e 200 Kresge Lane e Sparks, NV 89432 e (702) 331-5770
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MOHAWK AND
"HUDSON RIVER 13

L OAKLAND AVENUE
’ MENANDS, NEW YORK 12204
(518) 434-8128

HUMANE SOCIETY

RApril 13, 1994

The California Domestic Ferret Association
P.0. Box 1868

Healdsburg,

California, 95448

Att. Jeanne Carley
Ass. Director C.D.F.A.
410 Mt. Home Rd.
Woodside, CA. 94062-

Dear Jeanne,

In reply to your questionnaire re; Ferrets,

No. of ferrets in our facility last 3 years....29

No. of total of animals we handled in same period...39,000
No. of ferret bites in same period...0

No. of animal bites in same period...l1l16
Impact on facility...Insignificant

Sincz;g}y yours,
704 A/ZW"’
Todd Duncan
Assistant Director

Serving Every Living Creature Since 1587
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1944 1994

The yescs
Humane Society o '
- of Taeson ...and you... celebrating fifty years of caring.

DATE: 4-25-94

T0: JEANNE CARLEY
FROM: WENDY BENNETT, HUMANE SOCIETY OF TUCSON
RE: FERRETS

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR REQUEST I AM SENDING THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

WE HAVE TAKEN IN 47 FERRETS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS

WE HAVE TAKEN IN 53 THOUSANDS ANIMALS IN THE LAST THREE YEARS

NO FERRET BITES IN OUR FACILITY IN TEE PAST THREE YEARS

355 ANIMAL BITES IN OUR FACILITY IN THE PAST THREE YEARS

NOTE: WE TURN MOST ALL OF THE FERRETS THAT COME INTO OUR FACILITY
OVER TO AN ORGANIZATION HERE IN TOWN THAT SPECIALIZES IN FERRET
ADOPTIONS. WE SPECIALIZES IN DOGS AND CATS, ALL OTHER ANIMALS
THAT ARE BROUGHT TO US WE TURN OVER TO THE PEOPLE WHO WILL
PROVIDE THEM THE BEST FUTURE.

FERRET FRIENDS: TUCSON ARIZONA 326-8439...JUDY

ENDY
ASST. MANAGER

3450 North Kelvin Boulevard e Tucson, Arizona 85716 ¢ 602-327-6088 ¢ FAX 602-325-7190



March 24, 1994

Sesnne Carley )
Aggistant Director
c.D.F.A.

410 Mt. Home Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Ms. Carley,

Persuant to your recent query regarding ferrets in our municipalicy,
the Cheyenne Animal Shelter is in the process of installing computers
to assist us in our record keeping. Currently, all of our information
is maintained on hard copy (paper) files. The following information
is based on estimates:

Number of ferrets in facility, last 3 years...approximately 20 - 30.

Total animals (cats, dogs, ferrets, miscellaneous) in facility, last
3 years...18,000 (approx. 500 per momth).

Number of ferret bites, last 3 years...possibly 3 reported.

Number of total animal bites, last 3 years...l,620 (average 540 per
year for City of Cheyenne and Laramie County, WY, combined).

Impact of ferrets on facility...negligible.
Although these numbers are estimates, we hope they will assist you

in your endeavors. If you have any questions. please feel free to
contact me,

Sincerely,
Méﬁi
Bill Hein

Executive Director

501 Parsley Boulevard
Cheyenne, Wy 82007

(307) 632-6655
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CHARLOTTE

March 30, 1994

Ms. Jeanne Carley

Assistant Director, C.D.F.A
410 Mt. Home Rd.
Woodside, Ca. 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:

This is a response to your survey.

Number of ferrets seen in facility in last 3 years 23
Number of total animals seen in facility in last 3 years 50555
number of ferret bites in last 3 years 8
Number of total animal bites in last 3 years 2342

The ferrets we have seen have had little impact on our facility. The biggest issue
concerning ferrets in North Carolina is what happens when they bite. Even though there is
an approved rabies vaccine for use in ferrets, when they are involved in a bite in North
Carolina, they are treated the same as wild animals. Therefore, they must be euthanized
and tested for rabies. For this to change, someone would need to conduct research to
determine the proper quarantine period for ferrets, i.e. how long from the time a ferret
has rabies virus in its saliva to the time it shows symptoms of rabies.

If I can be of any further assistance, feel free to contact me at (704) 336-6695.
Sincerely,
Mary Blinn, DVM

Charlotte/Mecklenburg Animal Control

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Animal Control Department 8315 Byrum Drive Charlotte, NC 28214



213
NEVADA HUMANE SOCIETY
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The Toledo Humane Society
1920 Indianwood Circle « Maumee, Ohio 43537-4001

419-891-0705

July 13, 1934

Ms. Shelly Brewer
The California Domestic Ferzret Association

PO Box 1868
Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Ms. Brewer:

Ples=e £ind below listed the information you had
requested on ferrets handled by our agency over a
three year period:

1991 1992 ) 1983
1l 1l 0

The total animal population over a three year
period was:

1991 1992 1993
Dogs,Cats,
wildlife & . ‘
Livestock 4,269 4,877 4,900

The 1993 Anihal Bite Report for Toledo is attached.
I hope the information provided will be of
assistance to your -survey.

Sincezely,

THE TOLEDO HUMANE SOCIETY

W\ﬁ?@&ﬁ

Mary Pat Boatfleld
Executive Director

AET:A igs: Toledo Animal Bite Report

ot

PRS
179.94
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jAe ./Janu&on Counly
Socwly /or lﬁc reuenlum o/ Crue&y to ./4mma£s

- 3949 Colerain Avenue

Harold F. Dates Cincinnati, Ohio 45223
General Manager | _ (513) 541-6100
Ms Shelley Brewer 5 May 1994
The California Domestic Ferret Association
PO Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Ms Brewer,

Reference your letter concerning statistics on on ferrets:
1. Ferrets in last three years: 20

2. Total animals last three years: 60,000

3. Total Ferret bites last three years: 2

4. Total animal bites last three years: 650

5. Impact on facility: Very insignificiant. Very few problems related to
the handling of ferrets.

Sincerely,

/774,4//;,«7)

Andrew Mahlman
Office Manager
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Animal Services

1

2769 Americana Boulevard

Orlando, Florida 32839-2162
Telephone (407) 3524350

April 1, 1994

Jeanne Carley

Assistant Director C.D.F.A.
4110 Mt. Home Road ,
Woodside, California 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:

The following information is provided in response to

a letter of March 13, 1994 sent by Ann Sprague from The
california Domestic Ferret Association.

Number of ferrets seen in facility in last 3 years.

23
Number of total animals seen in facility in last 3
years.
35,000
Number of ferret Bites in last 3 years.
29
Number of total animal bites in last 3 years.
6.782
Impact on facility insignificant or significant.
insiegnificant

The state of Florida still considers ferrets as
wildlife; therefore, any farret that bites is euthanized
for testing. :

If you need any further information please contact me at
(407) 352-4395.

te S. Thornton, Manager
County Animal Services

=
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3450 North Kelvin Boulevard Tucson. Arizona 85716 (602) 327-6088

February 3, 19%4

Jeanne Carley

CA Domestic Ferret Assoc.
410 Mountain Home Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Jeanne Carley,

It was good to talk to you this morning. I hope you are able to
influence the powers that be to legalize sharing your home with
ferrets, if for no other reason, to allow the presence of those
now living in California without the fear of confiscation and
euthanasia.

The Humane Society of Tucson accepts all animals brought -to our
facilities. We turn away no one and no animal. Ferrets recently
have not been a large influence on our receiving numbers, though
during their more popular Years I must admit more reached our
doors. Those ferrets that have been found stray and brought to
us are held the same legal holding 1limit set for owners to find
their dogs and cats. At that time, because we feel animal
adoption is a matter of education, we contact a local Ferret Club
to retrieve, house and then adopt the ferret to the public. Most
of the public who wish assistance with their ferrets, be it
information or help finding a new home, are referred by our staff
to the Ferret Club.

Some of your questions leaned towards the regulations that would
make lifting the ban more palatable to the animal control
agencies. I do support the licensing and attachment by collar or
harness of licensing tags for al1 animals. It is ny opinion that
the owners of animals should bear the greater cost of increasing
animal control costs. I also feel that the attachment clause
gives the animal a legal right to identification, which, in the
long run, benefits the animal and owner when escape occurs.

Local animal control authorities should also feel more
comfortable about lifting the current ban because obviocusly there
is already an association ready and willing to bear much of the
burden of rescuing those ferrets in need. They need merely to
instruct their own personnel to use the resources you offer.

Good Luck

/;;;fiié%ég'

James sett
operzticns Director




219

Humane Society Cascade County

1010 25th Ave. N.E. (Shelter-Address)
P. O. Box 1774 (Mailing Address)
Great Falls, Montana 59403-1774

Phone (406) 454-2276

Humane Society of Cascade
P.O. Box 1774
GreatFalls, MT. 59403-1774

Jeanne Carley
Assistant Director C.D.F.A

410 Mt. Home R4.
Woodside, CA. 94062

Dear Madam, _
since the Humane Society of Cascade County took over

animal control from the city about two years ago, this information
is only an estimate. Impact on this facility has been insigificant,
we have seen about 20 ferrets in the last 3 years. Approximately
11,000 animals have been in and out of here in the last three
years. We don't know of any ferret bites and the total number of

animal bites is unknown, but approximates 500. We have been happy
to help with this survey.
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- - CITY OF INDIANAPOLIS

March 21, 1994

Jearme Carley

STEPHEN GOLDSMITH

Assistant Director C.D.F.A.

410 Mt. Home Road

Woodside, CA.

RE: Terret Survey
Dear Ms. Carley,
Below is the requested informat

## of Ferrets ## of Animals ## of Ferret Bites # Animal Bites Impact

1991 4
1992 8
1993 6
TOTAL 18

15,866
17,136
16,545

49,547

ion regarding Ferret's, I hope this information is helpful.

2 1,164 Insigificant
1 1,094 Insigificant
1 1,139 Insigificant
4 3,397

If I can be of further assistance, please feel%%; contact our office at 317-633-3307.

>42?ncerely,

jua Hommel
Office Manager

ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION
2600 S. HARDING STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 48221
(317) 633-3007
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Richmond City Health Department

in cooperation enth tha

State Osparimont of Heamh DIVISION OF ANDMAL CONTROL.
3540 N. HOFKINS ROAD
R. A. Morse Richmond, Virgimia 23224 y Antoinette C, Dabner
Assistant Secretary
‘ Williem H. Shaw
780-5337 ¥
730-5365

May 12, 1994

Ms. Jeanne Carley
Assistant Director C.D.F.A.
410 Mt. Home Road

Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:

In response to your recent jetter, faxed to us on May 4, 1994, the in-
formation you requested is l1isted below: (January 1991 - January 1994)

1. Number of ferrets seen in facility in last 3 years: 1
2. Number of total animals seen in facility in last 3 years: 6,666
3. Number of ferret bites in last 3 years: 0
4. Number of total animal bites in last 3 years: 1,421

The.City of Richmond, Division of Animal Control has not experienced

any problems with ferrets.
Sincerely yours,
i
Zﬁéiﬁ%&ndL422éE;l&uv’

William H. Shaw
Superintendent

WHS/acd

NBH
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Animal Control Center
City of Baton Rougs
Parish of East Baton Rougs

2680 Progress Road
P. O. Box 1471
Baton Rouge, LA 70821

504-774-7700

CDF A
Re . Feorals

Doear on,

aa1-q2 - O

1992-93> — 2
\aqz-ay - H

% %uu’ UMD MAQC—\«-— Muci.
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WOMEN’S HUMANE SOCIETY
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Inc.
3025 West Clearfield Street ¢ Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19132

@

Founded in 1869

Ms. Gene Carley February 28, 1994
410 Mruntain Home Road
Woodside, California 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:

Thank you for your information regarding the various rescue
groups available for ferrets in the Philadelphia area. While we
seldam number ferrets among our intake of animals, we recently adopted
one that had been brought to our Shelter.

Over the past four years, we have only had one or two of these
animals come into our Shelter each year, with all being adopted. -

It is most encouraging to know that there are concerned,
responsible individuals who are willing to care for and place such
an animal if necessary.

Sincerely,

VS AN
W=
G. Foster
Managing Director

ANIMAL SHELTER RITTER HOSPITAL FOR SMALL ANIMALS
(215) 225-4500 (215) 228-2150



/ Dewey Veterinary Hospital

4800 W, Dewey Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada 89118
873-3458

E.L. Kirshbaum, D.V.M. - codirector Josaph A. Freer, D.V.M. = co-director

dzrch 9. 1994

Jean Carlev
410 Mountain Home Road
woodside, CA. 9406%

Dear Jean:

I received a phone ~x11 on Fridav March 4. 1994 from &
Shellv Brewer in regards to how manv Ferrets we taike in a*t
=ur Shelter in Las Vegas.

im response to her request 1 have found that in one vears
time we took in 17 brouaht in bv animel Control which all
of these were either owner reclaimed or adopted. We had 2
rurned in by Animal Control put under a ten dav Quarartine
necause thev had bitten someone and these were put to
sleer after the ten davs. Animal Control also brought us
i that they had picked up dead on the road. This totals
2 i one vear.

Sincerelv,

Bnma¢f2#%¥94»n,
Jine L. Lokken
Office Manager

Dewsv Animal Care Center

Jamaes W. Palensky, D.V.M. ~ resident veterinarian
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THE ANIMAL PROTECTIVE LEAGUE
1729 Willey Avenue * Cleveland, Ohio 44113
Telephone (216) 771-4616

June 27-, 1994

Ms. Jeanne Carlevy
Assistant Dizector C.D.F.A.
410 Mt. Home Rd.

Woodside Ca. 96062

Dear Ms. Carley:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding ferrets.
During the past three years we have record of receiving
5 ferrets. We do not keep records on animal bites
these are tabulated by the County Board of Health, 1375
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland Ohio 44115,

The impact ferrets have had on our shelter is

insigificant.
Thank You,
“Z (,,.//
I 2=

A. Martukovich
Deputy Director
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@harleston County Sheriff's Gffice
@harleston, South Carolina

. g 3505 PINEHAVEN DRIVE
CHARLESTON HEIGHTS, SC 29405-7789
] H:'ER ,;1; ((::ANNON, J%C%SQ- TELEPHONE (803) 554-4700
. CHARLESTON COUNTY . FAX (803) 554-9744

The California Domesric Ferret Ass.
P.0. Box 1868
Healdsburg,California 95448

Ms. Shelly Brewer

Charleston County contracts with the John Ancrum S.P.C.A.
3861 Leeds Ave. North Charleston, S.C. 29405. )

The Information you request is not kept by this agency. There

are seven differant agencies plus private citizens transporting
animals to the S.P.C.A..

This agency has not ever handled a ferret bite and only
2 to 3 stray ferrets in the past 5 years

Diane H. Nuss Supervisor
Chas. County Animal Control




OrlandoHumaneSociety

March 2, 13394

""" : Jeanne Carley
410 Mountain Home Rd.
Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Jearme, ,

Per our phone conversation, 1 have checked back through cur
records and found that we had six domestic ferrets turned in 1992, six
in 1993, and one so far this year. I hope this information is a help

to you.

Thank you for the education you gave me regarding ferrets.

Sincerely,

Robert Byars
Operations Manager

ORLANDO HUMANE SOCIETY, SPCA OF CENTRAL FLORIDA, 2727 AMERICANA BOULEVARD, ORLANDO FLORIDA 32839, SHELTER (407) 351-7722, BUSINESS OFFICE (407) 352-2059
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The City of
OKLAHOMA CITY

Animal Welfare Division

07 March 1894

Ms. Jean Carly, Assistant Director
CDFA

410 Mountain Home Road
Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Ms. Carly:

In response to your inquiry regarding the number of ferrets we process in a given
year, records for 1993 indicate that we handied approximately eight (8) ferrets for this

" time period. These animals come into our custody for a variety of reasons, i.e.
owners were placed in jail or the animal was abandoned by owners.

Overall, the number of ferrets we process is insignificant compared to the 30,500

dogs, cats, puppies and kittens who come through our doors for the same period of
time. Please contact me if more information is needed.

Sincerely, é

Mary Gentry, Administrative Specialist
OKC Animal Welfare Division

mfg

2811 S. E. 29 Street » Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73129 « 405/297-3104




CITY OF GALLUP
ANIMAL CONTROL
P.0. BOX 550
GALLUP, NM 87301

June 7, 1994

Jeanne Carley

Assistant Director C.D.F.A.
410 Mt. Home Rd.

Woodside, CA 94062

Dear Ms. Carley,

In ansver to your letter of May 26, 1994 regarding
the impact of ferrets on our animal control shelter:

Number of ferrets seen in facility in last 3 years- 0
Number of total animals seen in facility in last 3 years-16,000
(K-9s & Feline

Number of ferret bites in last 3 years ' 0
Number of total animal bites in last 3 years 131
Impact on facility, insigificant or sigificant Insigificant

Ferrets are not a problem in this area. Our biggest problem
is squirrels, prarie dogs, and bats.

Respectfully,

:epx Barber

ef Animal Control
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PIMA COUNTY

PIMA ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER

4000 NORTH SILVERBELL ROAD
TUCSON, ARIZONA 85745-9701

TELEPHONE: 743-7550 ARTHUR J. RUFF

ADMINISTRATOR

FAX: 743-9581

January 27, 1994

Ms. Jeanne Carley
410 Mountain Home Road
Woodside CA 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:
Based on a review of records over the past three years:

The Pima County Animal Control Center has not experienced any
significant public health incidents or public safety hazards
reiated to pet ferrets. We have not experienced any significant
problems with pet ferrets related to violations of animal control
nuisance or cruelty ordinances. We have not experienced any
significant numbers of pet ferrets being sheltered in our facility.

siﬁggéely ,)
ATthur J. RMff, inistrator
Pima cdunty AnymaX)Control Center
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DEPARTMENT
Steven J. Englgnder, M.D., M.P.H. OF
pirecter PUBLIC HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES AGENCY

April 12, 1994

Jeanne Carley

Assistant Director C.D.F.A.
410 Mt. Home Rd.

Woodside, CA. 94062

Dear Ms. Carley:
The following is the information that you requested:

Number of ferrets seen at our facility in the last three years
were around 27.

Number of total animals seen at our facility in the last three
vears were around 175,000.

Number of ferret bites in the last three years were around 80.

Number of total animals bites for the last three years were
21,165.

The impact of ferrets bites on this facility has been
insignificant.

1f you need any other assistance, please feel free to contact me
direct at (602) 506-2772.

Sincerely:

D v 2Ls

Daniel Schriek
Acting Director
Rabies/Animal Control

DmmwaHAQWquQmmd
2323 South 35th Avenus ¢ Phoenix, Arizons 85009 ¢ (602) 506-7387 o (Fax) 506-2773 ° (TDD) 269-1875
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KANSAS CITY KANSAS POLICE DEPARTMENT
ANIMAL CONTROL DIVISION
3301 PARK DRIVE
KANSAS CITY, KANSAS 66102
(913) 321-1445 FAX (913) 321-3638

April 8, 1994
Assistant Director C.D.F.A.

Jeanne Carlry:

Information requested; Animal statistics for 1991 thru 1993 incl:
1. Number of ferrets seen in faciiity - 10

2. Number of total animal - 21,964

a.Canines - 13,552

b.Felines = 7,712

c.Miscellaneous 700 (Other than canine or feline)

3. Number of ferret bites - none
4. Number of animal bites - 875

5. Impact on facility - INSIGNIFICANT

Under an agreement with a licensed veterinarian in our city, we
place ferrets, hamsters, gerbils, tame rabbits and birds to be
kept as pets are placed in his care and custody. The veternarian
will examine the animals and place them in school project or
good homes. After the profect is completed the animal will be on
an adoption program to be placed with one of the participants.

For the duration and after the project the veterinarian gives
free examinations and treatment to the animals, whether it be to
the animals directly adopted or in a project.

I hope this helps you in your efforts and if we can provide any

futher information feel free to contact us.
%éﬂ;iﬂ&i&a
ohn Miskec
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ANCHORAGE ANIMAL CONTROL CENTER
4711 S. BRAGAW ST.
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507

ATTN: JEAN CARLEY
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR CD.F.A.
410 MT. HCME RD.

WOODSIDE, CA 94062

MS. CARLEY,
In response to your organizations inquiry, it would take extensive research to provide totally

accurate figures for the subjects listed. However, I can provide estimates based on my six year
affiliation with the center.

1991 - 1993 # By Status
# ferrets seen 24

# bites 3
Impact : insignificant
Total animal bites 1810

I hope the above information is useful and sufficient.

Sincerely,

MIC . CAIRY,
Kennel Manager
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Domestic Ferrets EXHIBT 29
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1 Preface

Everyday we are gaining new insight into the world around us. What is considered common
knowledge one day can become past knowledge the next day. This every changing knowledge-
base forces us to constantly re-examine our assumptions about the world as it is.

" One of the areas in which many assumptions and misconceptions still exist concem the nature
of the Domestic Ferret (Mustela Furo). It is the intent, through scientific fact and reason, of this
report to dispel those misconceptions. In addition this report will serve to answer many of the
common questions concerning the acceptance of Domestic Ferrets as household pets.

2 Physiological Specifics

The following table provide general details about the Domestic Ferret.

3-51bs 21-24 inches

(1.5-2.5 kgs)
Female (jill) 1.5-31bs 16-18 inches |6 weeks

(0.75-1.5 kgs)

3 History )

Ferrets are not a new species in North America. Three hundred (300) years ago Ferrets were
brought to America by settlers from Europe. In particular they brought the species Mustela
Furo or the Domestic Ferret. It is important to differentiate between the Domestic Ferret and
the Black-footed Ferret (Mustela Nigripes), which is considered a non-domestic species. Many
times the nature and habits of the Black-footed Ferret are confused with those of the Domestic
Ferret. It is from this confusion that many of the misconceptions have arisen. Nowhere in
North America does there exists awﬂdcolonyofDom&tichrrets,dspitemeh-widespread
existence as pets. This was also true for the Black-footed Ferret until recently when a wildlife i
preservation group started to reintroduce them to tneir narural habitat. For many years the
Black-footed Ferret has been on the endangered species list. —

IN the 1800’s Ferrets were widely used by "Fezretmeisters” as a means of rodent control. The
Ferrets were brought to farms and graineries in order to drive out the rats and mice (i.e. the
phrase, "to ferret out”). The common belief was that the Ferrets actually ate the rodents they
found, but in reality the farmers dogs would make short work of the rodents. The Ferret was not

interested in the rats and mice, since it was fully domesticated at that point and was no longer a
predator.




More recently the Domestic Ferret was used in WWII to run wires through the guides in the
wings of fighter aircraft. Ferrets are also used extensively in research pertaining to the Common
Cold, due to the fact that Ferrets are Synonymous o Humans in the way in which the cold is
contracted.

Currently one can locate thousands of Ferret owners in the United States. To date 45 states have
laws allowing Ferrets as domestic ani

Figure 3-1 States Yet to Legalize Ferrets

4 Misconceptions

As mentioned previously, this document is ily designed to address and dispel the miscon-
ceptions sarrounding the Domestic Ferret. Each of the following sections will examine on¢ of
the more common misunderstandings and will oy t0 provide some insight into its origin.

4.1 "There is NO Rabies vacine for Ferrets”
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This is one of the most commonly misstated facts. Not only are there several proven Rabies

vacines, but Distemper vacines are also available:

e Rabies )
As of 1989, the Center for Disease Control in Atlanta,GA has only recorded four (4) cased
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_ of rabid Ferrets. All of these cases were 2 result of Ferrets being given a "live” Rabies

" vacine instead of the "dead tissue” vacines. Currently several pharmacutical companies pro-
vide "dead tissue" rabies vacines. One such company, Pitman-Morre, distributes a product
called IMRAB which is used on cats, dogs, horses and ferrets. Products such as this one
allow rabies to be controlled through yearly veterinary visits.

s Distemper
Ferrets, like most household pets, as susceptible to distemper, both canine and feline. Fe-
line distemper being the rarest of the two disorders for ferrets. Given this susceptibility,
baby ferrets (kits) must be given a distemper shot at 12 weeks after birth to insure immu-
nity. After this inoculation, both feline and canine vacines are given, as a precautionary
measure, yearly at the local veterinarian.

e Colds and Pneumonia
Much like Humans, ferrets are susceptible to the common coid and pneumonia. The symp-
toms are so similar to that of a human that they are typically treated in the same manner.

All of the known diseases pertaining to ferrets canbecnredorpreventedby'

standard veterinary treatment, including rabies and distemper.

4.2 "Local Veterinarians will not treat ferrets.”

Recent research concerning veterinary support for ferrets in N.H. has shown that almost all of
the currently practicing clinics would be able and willing to treat ferrets on a regular and émer-
gency basis. A large number of clinics were contacted personally as well as state agencies and
universities conceming this matter and their comments support our conclusion.

Most, if not all, veterinary clinics in the state have the ability and expertise to
care for domestic ferrets.

4.3 "Ferrets are wild animals™

It is trne that ferrets descend from a non-domestic species, as do all domesticated pets. The
Domestic Ferret is a member of the Mustelidae family, along with the otter, ermine, mink and
skunk It is due to this lineage and their relation to the European and Siberian polecat, that it has
been typically assumed the ferret is a wild animal. Further confusion has arisen due to com-
parison between the Black-footed Ferret and the Domestic Ferret, a claim scientists have all but -
ismissed

Domestication of the ferret can be traced back as far as 3000 B.C, when he Egyptians would
keep ferrets as house pets, as depicted in ancient hieroglyphics. More recently in history, the
ferret was introduced into Europe as a result of the Crusades (10th-12th century) and have cher-




- ished them as companions ever since. From Europe the ferret was brought into America and
has seen widespread acceptance. In the United States, Domestic Ferrets are raised in captivity
by hundreds of breeders and sold as pets all around the country. This domestication and breed-
ing has produced a strain of ferrets so docile it is considered no more wild than the common
household cat, dog, parrot or iguana. ) :

The Domestic Ferret, not to be confused with the Black-footed Ferrets, has been ‘
domesticated for centuries.

4.4 "Ferrets frequently bite.”

One of the more common and misleading notions about ferrets is related to their rumored habit
of biting. Many people who are not familiar with ferrets have been beguiled by tales about fer-
rets persistently biting humans. As a result of this misrepresented phobia, the Health Depart-
ment of Pima County, AZ started to track this information themselves, via the state hospital re-
cords. Their findings are as follows: : ‘

Figure 4-1 Number of Animal Bites, 1983-84, Pima County, AZ
(\, 1Tt

owned | | & of bites Qen i Animals
Dogs 100,000 22,6

Cats 110,000 501 y. §

Rats unknown 37

Rabbits unknown 34

Mice snknown 33

Hamsters unknown 27

Gerbils unknown 18

Ferrets 4,000 11 2. 1

Guinea Pigs unknown 4
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Just considering dogs, cats and ferrets the figures above imply that a cat is 1.67 times mo;a

likely to bite than a ferret and a dog is 8.25 times more likely to bit than a ferrer.
In addirions, kits, much like a puppy or kitten, are prone t0 nipping when playing, until trained

1o do otherwise. Ferrets, which are'rated at the same intelligence level as dogs, will respond to

training like any other pet and are easily trained not to nip when playing. One should not con-
fuse the playful nipping as biting. A simple light rap on the nose and a firm word soon gets that
message across. Once the kit reaches marurity this will no longer be an issue and playtime will
be danger free for the owner.
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orn animal and

Nipping or biting is a common part of play among any newb
like cats and dogs, ferrets can be trained to stop. .

4.5 "Ferrets kill livestock, especially chickens.”

Another of the more widely held misconceptions. The Black-footed Ferret, which preys upon
reptiles, rodents and prairie dogs, : oht consider eating a chicken if it was hungry enough, but
the Domestic Ferrets coexists in many households with rabbits, mice, gerbils and numerous cats
and dogs, without mishap. Many states, such as Arizona, Ohio and Kansas, states which posses

far greater number of livestock than NH, have thousands of ferret OWnEIs without any incidents.

'mcDomesticFerrethasbecomcsodocﬂeﬂ:a:mcy rely upon man to providethemwithfood
and shelter. Domestication has eliminated virmally. all instincrual hunting abilities. If a do-
i ferret were t0 €scape a household and be forced to survive in the wildemess, it
would most likely die of hunger. : .

Domestication of the ferret has goneonforsolongtbmitisno longer able to won Fac R e
meffOOd RYpLiR N [N Tnlq.,’,‘.yc_

> TS Pl - ke TE 1)
F‘zuul o7 R v L
5 Closure Gann Chrit7 5%
Jpacdaing VIt Godrbeng
Great care and effort was taken to research all of the information provided in this document and
to present it in a way that reflects facts, not opinion. The hope is that the knowledge gained by
reading this document will help to clear the air of confusion around the issue of legalizing fer-
rets as househoid pets in NH.




GOVERNOR WELD
FERRET BILL SIGNING

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1885

As of today, Massachusetts is no longer one of the last
three holdouts in the Country immune to the discreet charm of the
domestic ferret.

For sixty vyears, Massachusetts has treated these
creatures as if they were outlaws on a level with Billy the Kid.
Ferrets may wear masks that make them look like bandits, but the
consensus is that they’re usually law-abiding, litter-box-using

types.

Still, the State not only made it illegal for people to
harbor them -- we even threatened to yank Vets’ licenses if they so
much as gave a ferret a rabies shot. A typical big government
move: endangering public health in the process of protecting it.
The ferrets were still with us -- by some counts, there are 20,000
such fugitives in the state -- only our meddling left them
vulnerable to rabies.

The Bill I am about to sign addresses public health
concerns more intelligently. It legalizes pet ferrets, but
requires them to be inoculated and spayed and neutered -- and
requires breeders to be licensed.

With this law, ferret owners will finally be able to step
out of the shadows. For years, they have lived in fear that an
officer of the law would bang on the door late at night, grab the
family ferret and arrest them.

Search and seizure may make sense if there’s a crocodile
in the tub, or a cougar in the closet -- but a ferret on the barco-
lounger ... well, that’s what domestic bliss is made of, and any
government that interrupts such benign happiness is going too far.

And ferret owners who wanted to meet, celebrate, and show
their pets were forced to travel to Rhode Island and New Hampshire
to exercise the simple right of assembly.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Massachusetts is the birthplace of
American Democracy. As long as public health and safety are not
compromised, it’s our duty to allow ferret fanciers the greatest
freedom possible. This bill accomplishes that end.

Therefore, in the name of liberty and justice for al;;on
four feet as well as two, I'm delighted to sign this Bill...
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bitTT STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

v -

Inter-Department Communication

DATE
. September 9, 1992
-FROM ; ) AT (OFF!CE)
Steve Wheeler
SUBJECT Regiocnal Supervisor r"5"‘ and Gpms b

FIS 800 Review,- Ferrets EE(:EE‘\/EE[)
o - SEP 10 1392

Nancy Girard, Esquxra,’

PrtestRA slen '
iw';ct «(g v?‘u L«.M oL EGAL COORDINATOR'S QFFIGE

The New Hampshire Fish and Game Department should
not regulate in any manner the keeping, propagation or
sale of ferrets in this State.

This species has been domesticated for centuries,
as have cats and dogs, and ferrets should be classified
and considered a domestic pet. They are certainly not
“wildlife® as we normally regard the possession of
skunks, raccoons, etc.

The only reason the State has continued to
prohibit possession and sale of ferrets is based solely
on personal prejudice and ignorance of a few Department
individuals.

Their concerns seem to focus on feral ferrets and
the fact that someone may be bitten. On the feral
ferret issue, there is absolutely no discernable impact
on any wildlife species from ferrets. If one was to
become “"wild" its diet would consist of rodents and
small birds.” To put this in prospective, compare the
impact on wildlife (birds) of one or two feral ferrets
with the current statewide impact from domestic and
feral or unwanted cats. Furthermore it is unlikely that
a ferret would survive a winter. Even if a ferret did
become wild, what are the chances that it would find a
mate of the opposite sex and reproduce in the wild?
Zero. Ferrets can bite people. However, dogs have
also bitten, maimed and killed humans. Therefore,
should the State prohibit dogs? Of course not. Any
domestic animal from horses to mice can and will bite
under certain circumstances. But it is not Fish and
Game’s role to regulate animals that bite.

Currently ferrets may be possessed and sold in
all states surrounding New Hampshire (Maine, Vermont,
Massachusetts & Connecticut). It is well known that
New Hampshire residents currently possess ferrets
and that veterinarians are seeing and caring for
them even though possession in this State is illegal.
Generally law enforcement officials (after being
severely ridiculed by the press on several occasions)
have now turned a deaf ear to the ferret issue and
therefore this law is not enforced.

Y L oemee i mes



FIS 800 Review -~ Ferrets
September 9, 1992
Page 2
Clearly a common sense approach is to consider.
ferrets a domestic animal and part of the normal pet
trade. Other states throughout New England and the
rest of the country take this approach. Why shouldn‘t

New Hampshire?
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STATE OF NEW HAHPSHIRE
Inter-Department Communication

TO: Steven Wheeler DATE: September 10, 1992
Regional Supervisor, Regiom &4

FROM: Nancy L. Girard ' OFFICE: NE Fish & Game Hdqtrs.
Legal Coordinator

SUBJECT: Fis 800 - Keeping of Ferrets

Thank you for your comments received at this office relative to the
classification of ferrets and their control. I have taken the liberty of
forwarding your comments to the Executive Director, the Fisheries and Wildlife
Division personnel as well as Law Enforcement personnel who were involved in

making that designation. I am sure that your comments will- be adequately
considered in the review process.

Thank you for your input.

Nancy L. Girxdrd
Legal Coor tor

NLG/ jel

ce: Donzld A. Normandeau, Ph.D.
Charles F. Thoits, Chief, Fisheries & Wildlife Division
Duncan McInnes, Fisheries & Wildlife Division
Captain Ronald P. Alie, Law Enforcement Division
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Tuesday
March 31, 1987

U.S.D.A. Rules for 1988 recognize the
Domestic Ferret, (Mustela furo) as a
domestic animal, a net.

Part Il

Department of
Agriculiure

Animal.and Plant Health Inspection
Service

8 CFR Parts 1 and 2
Animal Welfare; Proposed Rules



QU

10838 rddlml.Vd&NaﬁlWM.Mﬁmlwwu
O S —— E— cm——— - —
howevee, wisea used or intended for usa .commaent "'ﬁtﬂrwdhhm%' because the regulations are promulgated
, . sclaly far food or Bber purposes. ) WSy ‘lhﬂ&qm.w_: under the Act. Accordingly, “"APHIS
LY ‘;hocdymndﬁ:ﬂnbﬁ;‘“ official™ is defined to mean “axy person
Sanitize v &nd are acw comm mmb,m.mpmmma
We received 4 commaents from the - * bred por “ﬂ@;‘:‘?’“ au 10 perform & function wnder
comenunity stating that g:g" &8 the Act and tha regulations in 9 CFR
"an:!&-“nhodddb&“ ::dum WMh%v P-au.:.ma.' be
require removal dabeis 's are correcting
barmfd covtezination fuatsedof - S0vouid be consldersd tama, most phical arrors which appesred in
maxissan degree that is practical, of any m‘mm& (1) We are carrecting two ervors in the
pabiu bl Tudeles DAL ORI, e ot
proposed since 1968, We do aot believe mmm.{;ndc tha reference to “§ 1.1(q)" has been
to infurious agents since animals. Therefors, we are removing lattaring the paragraphs, and in the
elimination of these agents results in a them from the definition of “wild second sentence “at an auction sale™
ore healthful environment animal® We are making no change n bas been corrected to read “of an
t may be exposed to them. The the dafinition of “wild animal® with auction sale.”
tion remains as proposed. regard 1o llamag becsuse lamas wers ,Z)WOMWYWMW
Sheltered housing facility ot include as wild animals in our . reference to “§ 1.1(x)" in the definition
posed definition of the term. We also  of “Class “C™ licensee (exhibitor)” to
‘Three commaenters from the want to maks it clear that wild rats and “§ 1.1" since we are not lstiaring the
public stated that the definition of miics are included in the definition of
shalterad housing facility™ shouldbe  wild emimal, as distinguished from rats (3) In the definition of “
dalsted as this type of facility could lead and mice bred in captivity for use tn e3,” the closing parentheses are
to mistreatment of the boused animals.  research, and that wild rats and mice ced after the statutory citation
In the role {or Part 3— are regulated animals under the Act. instead of the period.
1 {sse compenion docket no, We received no comments concerning '
.87-004 publisbed elsewhere in this issus  {he remaining definitions and they Statutory authority for this Proposed
'of the Federal Register), we bavs remain in this rule as criginally Rule
'gmmﬁmﬁf&hwﬂ This proposed rule is issued pursuant
- mmbdbz:;ﬂdsw Miscelianeous to the Animal Wetxre Act (Act), as
ﬁ)m:‘ sating, coaling, As & rosalt of oo amended, 7 US.C. 21312157, Cangress
=" ventiletion, clesming, drainage, and srsultofschaageinintemal | recenty added significantly to the
lighting. We belisve that a sheltered policy, the term “Veterinary Services” is Secretary's responsibilities under the
bousiag facility which is in compliance  replaced with “APHIS" wherever it Act by amendments in the Food Security
with these proposed standards can be appears and the definition of Act of 1985, Pub. L. No. 99-198, approved
effectivaly used to bouse animalsina “Veterinary Servicas™ is not included in December 23, 1985. The declared policy
bursans manner in accordancs with the  this revised rule. We have deficed . of the Actis to ensure that B
Act - “APHIS" to mean “tha Anima! and Plant
intended for use in research facilities, ag
Health Inspection Servics, United States ts, oe for exhibition .
Wikd animal Departmant of Agriculture.™ pe Purposes are
: I to be tent with this provided humane care and trestment; to
Wa proposed to define "wild animal® m“d; mmmm.v.m sssure the humans treatment of animals
as: ¢ tative,” is replaced during transportation; and to prevent the
ey esimal which i novw or bistorically bas ek “APTIS S Lr Wo s idyy  $4le of stolen animals.
been {ound (n the wild, or Lo the wild stata, define the term, “Vatarinary Services The Act mandates that the Secrstary

within the boundaries of the United States,
its territories, or possessions. This term
includes, but is not limited to animals such
as: Buffals, deer, skunk, raccoan,
Mm.ﬂm
Oudnlercndomn'::::goroﬂhﬁ
genaral public commen
disagresment with our
dafinition. Ons dealer stated that ferrets
and mink should be classified as wild

- animals, and 9 dealers and 2 axhibitors

stated that deer, llama, and buffalo
should ba classified as domestic
animals. As explained above under
“Ratail pet store,” we agree that mirk
,-should be considered a “wild anima ™
" dua to its viclous pature. The definition
of “wild animal” will be changed to

ﬁ. Includs mink’ We disagree with the :
-~ s

reprossatative” to mean “any inspector
or other person employed by the
Department who is responsible for the
performance of a function under the
Act” We have added a definition of the
term “ins in this revised rule, as
oxp sbove. For this reason, the
dcﬁnlﬂ;nh of ".?PHIS official” dw not
specifically refer to inspectors. Ws are
using ths word “authorized” in placs of
“responsible” in ths dafinition of
“APHIS official” because the Secretary
of Agriculture is responaible for .
performance under the Act. Department
employees are authorized to perform
certain functions. We are also clarifying
the definitian by including the
performanca of fmctions under the
regulations as well as under the Act,

of Agriculture promulgate tions
and standards to govulasm the

bandling, care, treatment, and
transportation of animals by dealers,
exhibitors, research facilities, carriers,
and {ntermediate handlers, To
accomplish this, the Secretary must
defins certain key words used in the
nguhﬁo.x::b ;..ng lu&.dlrdsmno that
persons to t
and standards can comply m ’
requiremants,

The :{:{t Glbtulf daﬂne:m’ soms of the
terms appear in this rule. The Act
also nuthor!:::h the Secnt:y )
promulgate rules, inclu
sdditions] definitions, as hudm'dams
m to effectuate the purposes of
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with a transparent material such as
glass or hard plastic).

Intermediate handler means any
person, including & department, agency,
or instrumentality of the United States
or of any State or local government
{other than a dealer, research [acility,
exhibitor, any person excluded from the
definition of a dealer, research factlity,
or exhibitor, an operstor of an auction
sale, or a carrier), who is engaged in any
business in which he receives custody of
animals in connection with their
transportation in commercs.

dsolation in regard to marins
mamimals means the physical separation
of animals lo prevent contact and &
separatls, noncommon, water circulation
and filtration system for the isolated
animale.

Licensed veterinarian mesns a Doctoe
of Veterinary Medicine who haa
graduated from an sccredited school of
veterinary medicine and who has a
valid license to practice veterinary
medicine In some State,

Licensee means any person licensed
according to the provisions of the Act
and the regulations in Part 2 of this
subchapter.

Moajor operative experiment means
any surgical intervention that penetrates
and exposes a body cavity or that has
the potential for producing & permanent
disability.

Minimum horizontal dimension
(MHD) meane the diameter of a circular
pool of water, or in the caze ol & squara,
rectangls, oblong, st other shape pool,
the diameter of the largest circle that
can be inserted within the confines of
such & pool of water.

Nonconditioned animals means
animals which have not been subjected
to epecial care and treatment for
sufficient time to stabilize, and where
necessary, to improve their health.

Nonhuman primate means any
nonhuman member of the highest order
of mammalis Including prosimiane,
monkeys. and apes.

Operator of on auction sole means
any person who ls engeged in operating
an auction at which animals are
purchesed or sold In cummerce.

Outdoor housing facility means any
structure. bullding. land, or premise.
housing or intended to house animals,
which does not meet the definition of an
indoor housing facllity or a sheltered
housing facility and in which
tempaeretures cannot be controlled: -
within set limits.

Poinful procedure as applied to any
snimal means any procedure that would
reasonably be expected to cause more
than slight or momentary pain or
distress in a human being to which that
procedure was applied, that is. patn in
excess of that caused by injections or

-other minor procedures,

.

o

Person means any Individual,
partnership, firm. joint stock company,
corporation. association, trus!, estate, or
other legal entity.

Pet amumal mesns any animal that has
commonly been kept as a pet animal in
family households in the United States.

Primary conveyance means the main
method of transportation used to convey
an animal from origin to destination,
such as a motor vehicle, plane, ship, or
train. .

Primary enclosure mesns any
structure or device used to restrict an
animal or animals to & limited amount of
space, such as a room. pen. run. cage,
compartment, pool. hutch, or chaia. In
the case of animals restrained by a
chain (e.g., dogs on chains). it includes
the shelter and the area within reach of
the chain.

Protocol means an investigator's plan
for the use of animals in 8 study of 2
biomedical problem.

Quorum means & majority of the
Commitlee members.

Random source means dogs and cats
obtained from animal pounds or
shelters, auction sales. or from any
person who did not breed and raise
them on their premises.

Registront means any resasrch
facility, carrier. intermediate handler. or
exhibiter not required to be licensed

" under section 3 of the Act. registered

pursuant to the provisions of the Act

and the regulations In Part 2 of this

subchapter. .
Reseorch facility means any school

. {except an elementary or secondary

school), Institution, organization, or
person who uses or intends to use live
enimals in research, tests. experiments,
or teeching, end that: Purchases or
transports live animals in commercs, or
receives funds under a grant. award,
loan. or contract from a Department,
agency. or instrumentaslity of the United
States for the purpose of carrying out
research. tests, experiments, or teaching.
A school, Institution, organization. or
person who does not useor intend to
use live dogs or cats may be exempted
by the Administrator, upon application

.to him in specific cases and upon his

determination that such exemption does
not vitiate the purpose of the Act. The
Administrate: will not exempt any
school, institution, organization. or
person who. in the opinion of the
Administrator, uses substantial numbers
of live snimals where the principal
function of such school. Institution,
organization. or person, is biomedical
research, lesting, or teaching.

Retail pet store means any outlet
where only the following animals are
sold or offered for sale. at retail. for use
s pets: Dogs, cats. rabbits. guines pigs,
hamaters. gerbils. rats. mice, gopher,
mink, chinchilla, domestic ferrets,

-

domestic farm animals, birds. and
coldblooded species. Such deﬂnnio{
excludepw

(1) Establishments or persons who
desl in dogs used for hunting. security or
breeding purposes:

{2) Establishments or persons selling
or oifering to sell any wild or exotic or
other nonpet species of warmblooded
enimals (except birds). such as. skunks,
raccoons, nonhuman primates, squirrels,
ocelots. foxes, coyoles. etc.;

{3} Any establishment or person
seiling warmblooded animals (except
birds, and leboratory rats and mice) for
resesrch or exhibition purposes: and

{4) Any establishment wholesaling
any animals (except birds, rats and
mice).

Sanitize mesns to make physically
clean and to remove aend destroy. to the
maximum degree that is practical,
agents injurious to health.

Secretary means the Secretary of
Agriculture of the United States or his
representative who shell be an
employee of the Department.

Sheltered housing facility mesns a
housing facility which provides the
animals with shelter; protection from the
elements: and protection from ’
temperature extrames al all times. A .-
sheltered housing facility may consistf/
runa or pens totally enclosed in s barn
or building. or of connecting inside/
outside runs or pens with the inside
pens in & totally enclosed building.

Standards means the requirements
with respect to the.humane housing,
exhibition, handling, care. treatment,
temperature. and transportation of
enimeale by deslers, exhibitors, research
facilities, carriers. intermediate
handlers. and operators of auction sales
as set forth In Part 3 of this subchapter.

State means a State of the United
States. the District of Columbia.
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin lslands, Cuam, American Samoa,
or any other territory or possession of
the United States.

Transporting device meens an Interim
vehicle or device, other than man, used
to transport an animal between the
primary conveyance and the terminal
[acility or in and around the terminal
facility of a carrier or intermediste
handler. :

Tronsporting vehicle means any truck,
car, tegiler, sirplane, ship, or ratlroad car *
used for transporting animals. )

Veterinary Services means tha offica
of the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service to which
responability is assigned [or the
performance of functions under the Acd,

Veterinary Services representati ve
means any inspector or other person
employed by the Department who is

caw  owm
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(1) It must be capable of controlling
the temperature within the building or
structure within the limits set forth for
that .cﬁ.d” of animal, of maintaining
humidity levels of 30 to 70 percent and
of rapidly eliminating odors from within
the buil and

(2) It must be an enclosure created by
the continuous connection of & roof,
floor, and walls {a shed or bamn set on
top of the ground does not have a
continuous connection between the
walls and the ground unless a
foundation and floor are provided); and

{3) It must have at least one door for
entry and exit that can be opened and
closed (any windows or openings which
provide natural light must be covered
with & transparent material such as
glass or hard plastic).

"ln!eﬁ:ldilu buédler" muta any
person, including a department, agency,
or instrumentality of the United States
or of any State or local government
{other than a dealer, research facility,
exhibitor, any person excluded from the
definition of a dealer, research facility,
or exhibitor, an operator of an suction
sale, or & carrier], who is engaged in any
business in which he receives custody of
animals in connection with their
transportation in commerce.

“Inspector” means any person
employed by the Department who is
authorized to perform a function under
the Act and the regulations in 8 CFR
Parts 1,2, and 3.

“Isolation” in regard to marine
mammals means the physical separation
of animals to prevent contact and a
separate, noncommon, water circulation
and filtration system for the isolated
animals.

“Licensed veterinarian” means a
person who has graduated from an
accredited school of veterinary medicine
or has received equivalent formal
education as determined by the
Administrator, and who has a valid
license to practice veterinary medicine
in some State.

“Licensee™ means any person licensed
according to the provisions of the Act
and the regulations in Part 2 of this
subchapter.

“Major operative experiment” means
any surgical intervention that penetrates
and exposes a body cavily or that has
the potential for producing s permanent
disability.

“Minimum horizontal dimension™
(MHD) means the diameter of a circular
pool of water, or in the case of & square,
rectangle, oblong. or other shupe pool,
the diameter of the largest circle that
can be inserted within the confines of
such a pool of water.

“Mobile or traveling housing facility”
means a transporting vehicle such asa

truck, trailer, or railway car, used to
house animals while traveling for
exhibition or public education purposes.

“Nonconditioned animals™ means
animals which have not been subjected
to special care and treatment for
sufficient time to stabilize, and where
necessary, to improve their health.

“Nonhuman primste™ means any
nonhuman msmber of the highest order
of mammals including prosimians,
monkeys. and spes.

“Operstor of an suction sale™ means
any person who is engaged in operating
an suction at which animals are
purchased or sold in commerce.

“Outdoor housing facility™ means any
structure, building, or premise,
housing or intended to house animals,
which tk::loen not n{sﬁm dfeﬁc?ihtion of
any other type o acility
provided in the regulations and in which
temperatures cannot be controlied
wi.t.}’}in set limits. lied

ainful procedure” as applied to any
animal means any procedure that would
rt;cw:;‘a:i!ly be expected to p::le more

an slight or momentary or

distress in s human being to which that
procedure was applied, that is, pain in
excess of that caused by injections or
other minor procedures,

“Paralytic drug” means a drug which
causes partial or complete loss of
muscle contraction and which has no
anesthetic or analgesic properties, so
that the animal cannot move. but is
completely aware of its surroundings
and can feel pain.

“Person” means any individual,
partnership, firm, joint stock company,
corporation, association, trust, estate, or
other legal entity.

“Pet animal” means any animal that
has commonly been kapt as 2 petin
family households in the United States.

responsible for a proposal to conduct
research and {or the design and
implementation of research involving
animals.

“Quorum” means a majority of the
Committee members.

“Random source” means dogs and
cats obtained from animal pounds or
shelters, auction sales, or from any
person who did not breed and raise
them on his or her premises. -

“Registrant” means any research
facility, carrier, intermediate handler, or
exhibitor not required to be licensed
under ssction 3 of the Act, registered
pursuant to the provisions of the Act
and the regulations in Part 2 of this
subchapter. _

“Reseach facility” means any school
(except an elementary or secondary
school), institution, organization. or
person that uses or intends to use live-
animals in research, tests, or
experiments, and that (1) purchases or
transports live animals in commerce, or
{2) receives funds under a grant, eward,
loan, of contract from a department,
agency, or instrumentality of the United
States {or the purpose of carrying out
research, tests, or experiments:
Provided, That the Administrator may
exempt, by regulation, any such school,
institution, organization, or person that
does not use or intend to use live dogs
or cats, except those schools,
institutions, organizations. or persons,
which use substantial numbers (as
determined by the Administrator) of live
animals the principal function of which
schools, {nstitutions, organizations, or
persons. is biomedical research or
testing, when in the judgment of the
Administrator, any such exemption does
not vitiate the purpose of the Act.

sich as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, rabbits, —=)“Retail pet store” means any outlet

and hamsters. This term excludes exotic
animals and wild animals.

“Positive physical contact” means
p%ting. stroking, or other touching
which is beneficial to the well-being of
the animal

“Primary conveyance” means the
main method of transportation used to
convey an animal from origin to
destination, such as motor vehicle,
plane, ship, or train.

“Primary enclosure” means any
structure or devide used to restrict an
animal or animals to a limited amount of
space, such as a room, pen. run, cage,
compartmeat, pool, hutch; or tether. In
the case of animals restrained by a
tether (e.g.. dogs on chains}, it includes
the shelter and the area within reach of
the tether.

“Principal investigator” means an
'employee of & research facility

where only the following animals are
sold or offered for sale, at retail, for use

s pets: Dogs, cats, rabbits, guinea pigs,
hax%&;,h erbils, rats, mice, gophers,
chinchilla; ﬁm domestic
farm animils; ;and coldblooded
species. Such definition excludes—

(1) Establishments or persons who
deal in dogs used for bunting, security,
or breeding purposes;

(2) Establishments or persons
exhibiting, selling. or offering to exhibit
or sell any wild or exotic or other
nonpet species or warmb ed animals
(except birds), such as skunks. raccoons,
nonhuman primates, squirrels, ocelots,
foxes, coyotes, etc.:

(3) Any establishment or person
selling warmblooded animais (except
birds, and laboratory rats and mice) for

rch or exhibition purposes: and
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Pergon means any individual,
partnership, firm. joint stock company,
corporation. association. trust, estate, or
other legal entity. :

Pot onimel means any animal that has
ecommonly been kepl as a pet animal in
family households in the United Statse.

Primary conveyance means the main

with a transparent materiel such ae
glass or hard plastic).

dntarmediate handler mesns any
pereon, including e department, agency,
eor instrumentality of the United States
or of any State or jocal government
{other than & dealer. research lacility,
exhiblior, any person excluded from the
definition of a desler. reseerch facllity,
or axhibitor, an operator of an auction
sale, or a carriar), who is engaged in any
business in which he receives custody of

an animal from origin to destination.
such as a motor vehicle, plane, ship, or

animals in connection with thelr Primary enclosure means any
transportation in commercs. structure or device used 1o restrict an
Jsolation in regerd 10 marine animal or animals to & limited amount of

space, such as a room. pen. run, cage,
compartment, pool. huich, or chain. In
the case of animals restrained by a
chaln {e.g.. dogs on chains), it includes
the shelter and the ares within reach of
the chain.

Protocol means an investigator's plan
for the use of animals in a study of a

mammals means the physical sepsration
of animals to prevent contectand & .
separate, noncommon, water circulation
and filtration system for the isolated
animals.

Licensed veterinorion mesns a Doctor
of Veterinary Medicine who has
graduated from an accredited school of

veterinary medicins and who has a biomedical problem.
velid license to practics veterinary Quorum means e majority of the
medicine in some State. Commitiee members.

Rondom source means dogs and cals
obtained from animal pounds or
shelters, auction sales, or from any
person who did not breed and raise |
them on their premises.

Registront means sny research
facility, carrier, intermediate handler, or
exhibitor not required to be licensed

* under section 3 of the Act, registered
pursuant to the provisions of the Act
and the regulations in Parl 2 of this
subchaptar. .

Research focility means any school
{except an elementary or secondary
school). institution, organization, or
person who uses or intends to use live
enimals in research. tests. axpariments,
or teaching, and that: Purchases or
trensporta live animals in commerca, of
receives funds under e grant. award,
loan. or contract from a Department,
agency. or instrumentality of the United
Slates for the purpose of carrying out
research, tests, experiments, or teaching.
A school. institution, orgenization. or
peraon who does not use or intend to
use live dogs or cats may be exempled
by the Administrator, upon application

.10 him In specific cases and upon his
determination that such exemption does
not vitiste the purpose of the Act. The
Administrate: will not exempt any
achool, Institution, organization, or
person who. in the opinion of the
Administrator, uses substantial numbers
of live animals where the principal
function of such school. institution,
organization, or person. is biomedical
research, lesting, or-teaching.

Retail pel store means any outlet
where only the {ollowing animals are
sold or offered for sale. at retsil, for use
as pets: Dogs, cats. rabbils, guinea pigs,
hamsters, gerbils. rate, mice. gopher,
mink, chinchilla, domestic ferrets. 5

1997,

Licensee means sny person licensed
according to the provisions of the Act
and the regulations in Part 2 of this
subchapter.

Mojor operative experiment means
any surgica! intervention that penetrates
and exposes & body cavity or that has
the potenual for producing a permanent
disability,

Minimum horfzontal dimension
{MHD) means the diameter of & circular
pool of walter, or In the case of a squars,
rectangle, oblon% or other shape pool,
the diameter of the largest circle that
can be inserted within the confines of
such & pool of water.

Nonconditioned animals means
animals which have not been subjected
to specisl care and treatment for
sullicient tima to stabiliza, and where
necassary, to improve their health.

Nonhuman primate means sny
nonhuman member of the highest order
ol mammels Including prosimians,
monkeys. and apes.

Operctor of on cuction sale means
any person who is engaged in operating
an auction at which animals are
purchased or gold In commerce. .

Outdoor housing facility means any
structure, buliding, land, or premise.
housing or intended to house animals,
which does not meet the definition of an
indoor housing facility or a sheltered
houzsing fecility and in which
temperatures cannot be controlled .
swithin set limits,

Painful procedure s applied to any
enimal means any procedure that would
reasonably be expected to cause more
than slight or momentary pain or
distress in & human being to which that
procedure was applied. that is, pain in
excess of that caused by injections or
ether minor procedures,

method of transportation used to convey

domestic farm animale, birds, and
,coldblooded speciss. Such deflaltion
excludese :

(1) Establishments ot parsons who
desl In dogs used for hunting, security or
breeding purposes:

. {2) Establishments or'parsons sslling
or ollering to sell any wild or exolic or
. other nonpet species of warmblooded
“animale {except birds). such as, akunks,
? raccoons, nonhuman primetes, squirrels, -
ccelots, foxes, coyoles. elcs

{3) Any establishment or persen
selling warmblooded animals (excapt
birde, and laboratory rats and mice) for
rasesrch or exhibitioa purposes; and

{4) Any establishment wholesaling
any animals (excapt birds, rats and
mics}.

Sanitize mesna to make physically
clean and to remove and destroy. to the
meximum degree that e practical,
agenta injurious to health.

Secrelary means the Secretary of
Agriculture of the United States or his
representative who shall be an
employee of the Department.

Sheltered housing focilily means a
housing facility which provides the
animals with shelter; protection from the
elements: and prolection from ’
temperature exiremes st all times. A
sheltered housing facility mey conaist ¢
tuns or pens totally enclosed in a barm
or building, or of connecting inside/
outside runs or pens with the inside
pens in a lotally enclosed buliding,

Standards mesns the requiremaents
with respect to the.humane housing,
exhibition, handling, care, treatment,
temperature, and transportation of
animeis by dealers, axhibliors, ressarch
facilities, carriers, intermediate
handlers, and operators of auction sales
as set forth in Part 3 of this subchapier.

State means & State of the United
States, the District of Columbia,
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
Virgin islands. Guam, American Samoa,
or any other territory or possession of
the United States. )

Tronsporting device means an interim
vehicle or device, other than man, used
(o transport an animal between the
primary conveyance and the terminal
facility or in and around the terminal
facility of a carrier or intermediate
handler. :

Tronsporting vehicle means any truck,
car, tralier, airplanae, ship, or railrosd car ¢
used for transporting animals.

Velarinary Services means the offica
of the Anima} and Plant Health

= Inspection Service 1o which

responsibility Is assigned for the
petformance of functions under the Act.
Velerinary Services representotive
means any inspector or other person
employed by the Depariment who Is
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' NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
{DeKS e,
III?]IéIMITED _ ' ' (901) 7583825 FAX: (901) 758.3850
@ .
March 6, 1996

Floyd L Carley
3000 Sand Hill Rd., 4-415 -
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Floyd:

I have spoken with Matt Young, author of “Wetland Furbearers” in the Jan./Feb.
1996 issue of Ducks Unlimited magazine. Matt informs me that the Domestic
Ferret (Mustela Putorius Furo) is not considered a threat to waterfowl. Though
an occassional stray may be encountered, it is not a wetland creature and
domestic ferrets do not eat red meat. .

‘Thank you for writing to Ducks Unlimited. We appreciate your support of our -
conservation efforts and your concern for watefowl.
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EXHIBIT 35

Graham Wellstead
Predatory Bird & Mammal Specialist
Ormsby, Kingsway Avenue, Woking, Surrey
GU21 INX
Phone & Fax: 01483 776801

QUALIFICATION:

I hold the degree "Bachelor of Arts" (BA) in English History, completed with a thesis on the
period of the Roman occupation of the British Isles from BC 45 to AD 300. I further hold the
degree "Bachelor of Science" (BSc) in Zoology, with a thesis on the subject of the European
Polecat, its distribution and its link to the Domestic Ferret. I also hold the post-graduate title
"Doctor of Philosophy" (PhD) in Zoology, with a thesis on the subject of the European
Sparrowhawk and its relationship with its prey.

I have kept and bred, domestic ferrets, European polecats, stoats, weasels, and other closely
related members of the Mustelid group of predatory mammals for 45 years.

I was the founder of the first society ever formed to deal with the welfare and working of
domestic ferrets, the Ferret and Ferreting Society. The main thrust of the organization was to
encourage keepers to improve the housing, feeding and general health of the domestic ferret
population as well as to encourage the veterinary profession to take a proper interest in diseases
of ferrets. -

I have studied in particular the requirements of housing and general care, as well as the
reproductive aspect of ferret management. During the period in which I have kept these animals
I have bred in excess of 1,300 animals. Between the years 1972 to 1986, I held a group of
ferrets which averaged at 140 females and 10 males, being the largest group of ferrets outside
a commercial fur farm or laboratory program. '

I am the author of two books on the keeping of ferrets and their uses in the control of pest
populations of rabbits and rats: Rabbit Control, published by the Game Conservancy Ltd., The
Ferret & Ferreting Guide, published by David & Charles plc. I have also contributed a major
chapter on ferret management in the world’s best-selling book on falconry, North American
Falconry & Hunting Hawks.

I am well-known throughout the world as a recognized authority on the management of ferrets.
I write for a number of magazines, such as The Field, Shooting Times & Country Magazine,
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Smallholder Magazine and Pet Trade Journal.

I have been a lecturer on ferret management to gamekeeper training courses, held at the Game
Conservancy for the past 15 years. I am currently employed as a Consultant Administrator to
the National Council for Aviculture. I am Consultant to the Home Office on the subject of
predatory birds kept within the Prison Service and I am also employed by Bristol University as
a lecturer in Ecology in Her Majesty’s Remand Centre. Reading. '

I regularly work my ferrets as a part of a pest control team on a number of nature reserves, and
also in conjunction with large birds of prey, involving them in my sporting activities as a
falconer.

I served as a Commissioned Officer in the Royal Military Police and a Police Constable with
the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Constabulary.

OPINION:

I have been asked to present my opinion in the case of a dispute regarding the legality of holding
ferrets as domestic animals world wide.

Aside from certain parts of the United States of America, where ferrets have either yet to be
recognized as domestic animals, or are the subject of a ban, there is no country in the world,
to my knowledge, where ferrets are not allowed to be legally kept.

I have traveled extensively throughout Europe, the Middle and Far East, Australia, and New
Zealand, and have never encountered a legal system where ferrets are proscribed animals.

Within the British Isles ferrets may be legally kept by anyone without any form of permit. I
have supplied ferrets to the Royal Household for use by gamekeepers on the Royal estates as
part of their rabbit control schemes. I have provided ferrets to the Duke and Duchess of Argyll
for their children’s pets, and for rabbit control (the same animals). I have seen and worked with
ferrets in Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Australia, and New Zealand. I have exported ferrets
to Ireland and Canada, and at no time have I ever encountered a law prohibiting their ownership.

Graham Wellstead March 8, 1996

Windows\Ferrets\Wellstea.bio Page 2
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: T ) 7 DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 251
" March 22, 1989 ' 330 Golden Shore, Suite 50
Long Beach, CA 90802

:B8:T 37 Contact: Curt Taucher
Ex H: Telephone: (213) 590-512¢

An undercover investigaticn by thé Department of Fish and Game,
spanning 11 months and 4 counties, copcluded Monday, March 20 with state
game wardens seiziné 36 European polecats, more commoaly known as
"ferrets", from ’ﬁgérsons suspected of'trafficking and commercial
breeding of prohibited wildlife. "I am very satisfied with the re§q;ts
of this case. When there is potential to make money off of wildlife
there will be people who will take advantage, as we have seen in this
case," summed up Gordan Cribbs, chief of game wardens in_ Southern
California.

These violations relating'to the illegal possession, transportation
and importation of prohibited species were filed or will be filed against

the following individuals. The undercover case centers primar;ly on the

-
-

i “errets, however, other species (where noted) were involved.
--Robert Mauriée Caudillo, 23, Sherman Oaks '
undercover'ageﬁts purchased 1 female ferret for $75

~conmplaint filed iq Van Nuys Municipal Court.
--Cindy Yvonne Mueller, 32, Torrance
evidence seized; 3 ferrets, |
. -1 raccoon,
6 desert tortoises
complaint will be filed with South Bay Municipal Court
| ~--Anthony Néil:Disparito, 30, Lawndale |
evidence seized; 4 ferrets
l records
complaint willzbe filed with séuth Bay Municipal Court
;-Alexandra Lodise Hanlon, 26, Costa Mesa
evidence sized; 3 polé cats

complaint to be filed in Orange County Harbor Municipal Court.

I3 ¥ P iy |
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SPECIAL NEWS RELEASE -2- March 22, 1989
S

-=-April Bunting Landmeier, 35, Los Angeles

undercover agent purchased 3 ferrets

complaint filed in Municipal .Court of West Los Angeles.

--Patricia Louise Richards, 53, Yucaipa

evidence sized; 22 ferrets

numerous records

complaint filed ih Redlands Municipal Court.

Richards is tﬂe President and co-founder of the Southern California
Ferret Associatioﬁ, a group ackﬁowledged as representatives of ferret
owners and advocates of legalizing ferrets in California.

Landmeier is the other ca-founder of the organization. . -

The organization boésts 300 members and began its activities a

number of years ago.

-
-

The investigation began last April when an advertisement appeared in
a Southern California newspaper under the heading "ferrets for sale". An
undercover agent responded to this advertisement placed by Caudillo, and
éuccessfully "made a buy” of one of the illegal animals.

Caudillo led the investigator to illegal ferret breeders, who in
turn referred the undercover agent to more commerciai breeders and
traffickers.

The European polecats, or ferréts sell for between $50 and $5000.

The Department of Food and Agriculture eétimatés between
250,000;500.000 ferrets are currently being held in california illegally.
Fish and Game offiéials feei the nuﬁbers may be higher.

/More/
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SPECIAL NEWS RELEASE -3- March 22, 1989

Ferrets are out;awed in California due to their unpredictable nature
h children and general threats té public health and safety, and to
native wildlife if the animals escape captivity; Numerous attacks on
children have been documented by health experts, including severe
mutilations of infants resting in their cribs. Polecats can also be
rabies carriers, and no vaccine has yet been approved for use on these
animals.

All defendants in the investigation have made statements to the game
wardens acknowledging they knew their activities involving ferrets were
illegal and carried penalties.

Each defendant is suspected of violating three specific code
sections: |

California Code of Regulations Title 14 Section 671 and. .

lifornia Fish and Game Code Section 2118: relates to illegal
possession, importation
and transportation éf

prohibited species

Fish and Game Code, Section 2002: illegal possession of wildlife
‘ kept in violation of Fish and
Game Code.
Each violat;on carries a ma#imum of $1000 fine and/of 6 months in
jail for each count. -. _
"We have a considerable amount of documentary evidence té go through
and the investigation will be continuing," said Cribbs. |

S TT
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EXHIBIT 38

SELECTED LETTERS FROM EXHIBIT 1E

1. United States Department Of Agriculture

2. American Museum of Natural History

3. The Zoological Society of San Diego

4. New York Zoological Society

5. Staten Island Zoological Society

6. Chicago Zoological Society

7. Smithsonian Institution

8. Mammalian Taxonomic Directory

9. Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

10. The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
11. University of California School of Veterinary Medicine
12. Riverbanks Zoological Park, Columbia, S.C.

13. Discovery Island - Lake Buena Vista, Florida |

Ferrets\Setected. Les
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EXHIBIT 38.1

United States Extension’ Agriculture Ag Box 0910

Depanimaent of Service ashington, DC
Agriculture 20250-0910
May 3, 1994

Ms. Pamela Grant

P.O. Box 1714

Springfield, Virginia 22151

-Dear Ms. Grant:

You recently requested Information regarding the.designation of ferrets by the.

' US Department of Agricutture. | could not determine i the Extension Service

has a designation, but it Is very doubtfut there Is a designation as there Is no
need for this type Information for any of our activitles. -

| checked with the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and
found that they do not cover ferrets In thelr regulations. The APHIS uses the
state regulations regarding these designations to take precedencs in any of
thelr regulatory functions. However, under the APHIS animal care reguiations,
they do not consider the ferret to be wild, and do not consider the ferret to be
exotic. Therefors, they must consider ths ferret to be a pet, or domestic.

This is the best information available to me. 1 hope it is beneficial to your
orglanlzation. Plsase contact me (202/720-4087) If you require further
assistancs. : : ‘

Sincerely,

Richard Reynnells

National Program Lgadér.
Poultry Science and Fur-bearing Animals

The Extension Service is maooraddthou‘m

Sutes Deparmmant o
thm%%Sm
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EXHIBI7T 38.2
American Museum of Natural History : @

Floyd L. Carley
3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

September 25, 1995

Dear Mr. Carley,

As Collections Registrar for the Department of Mammalogy, I am responding to
your letter to Dr. VanGelder, dated September 6. I am sorry to inform you that Dr.
VanGelder passed on last year after several years in retirement.

Mustela furo is the domestic ferret and is not a wild species. It is probably
descended from the wild species Mustela putorius, the "European Polecat". Some
authorities accept the domestic ferret as a subspecies of M. putorius, M. putorius furo,
but, strictly speaking, the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature is not meant to
apply to domestic animals.

I hope that this answers your question.

Sincerely,

/67-»//“(41_/

BrynJ. Mader -~ <7~

Central Park West at 79t Streeet. New York, XY 1002407402 USy 21276850008
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The Zoological Society of San Diego

April 26, 1990.

William B. Phillips, Esq.

Executive Director

California Domestic Ferret Association
P.0O. Box 1868

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Thank you for your letter regarding the European ferret,
furo. This is simply a domestic form of the European
polecat. It does not exist as a wild animal.

.-

Regards,
> /9 Iy
N Al eesag o L O ,'\-gg(l
“James M. Dolan, Jr., Ph.D. % AN
Director of Collections - -
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EXHIBIT 38.4

NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Mr. William Adams

New York, NY

Dear Mr. Adams,

In your recent letter to me, you asked: "Could you tell me
if the ferrets you buy in pet shops are clascsified as wild or
domestic animals? The answer is domestic.

All domestic animals originated from wild species. After
the wild animals were taken into captivity, their keepers "selec-
tively bred" them so as to cause the expression of traits that
were deemed beneficial to man (e.g. calmness, milk production,
coat color, hair quality, etc.) The important point is that man
chose the evolutionary direction of the species, rather than
nature with its method of "natural selection." After a signifi-
cant amount of change in characteristics occurred, biologist
considered the species "domesticated." Domestic animals are
assigned different scientific names from their-original wild
species. -

The domestic ferret (Mustela putorius furo) has been selec-
tively bred for many years from the original wild species of
European ferret (Mustela putorius putorius). In the USA alone,
this process has been going on since about 1875. The original
European ferrets were captured --- and the motivation for domes-
ticating the species --- was to produce an efficient and
manageable "ratter" (i.e. to catch rats!).

I hope this information is of help to you
Curatnr of Marmmalagy at +he Meiw York Zcocoic 2

. "”J.‘ - ol
eight years.

I have been
ark for the iast

T3]
bre
Q
£

Sincerely,

Fod D T

Fred W. Koontz, Ph.D.
Curator of Mammalogy

BRONX. NEW YORK 10460 TELEPHONE 212-220-5100 TELEX 428279 NyzZwCl

NEW YORK ZOOLOGICAL PARK'BRONX ZOO » NEW YORK AQUARIUM « WILDLIFE CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL
CENTRAL PARK ZOO + OSBORN LABORATORIES OF MARINE SCIENCES - ST. CATHERINES ISLAND WILDLIFE SURVIVAL CENTER

CONSERVATION EDUCATION RESEARCH
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EXHIBIT 38.5

STATEN ISLAND ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY, wc + Tel 718-442-3101
614 Broadway, Staten Island, New York 10310 *Fax 718-981-8711

3 January 1996

Floyd L. Carley
3000 San Hill Road, 4-145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr Carley:

In response to your question concerning the domestic ferret I can
offer you my opinion:

The domestic ferret and its progenitor the European polecat share
the same scientific name Mustela putorius. To separate the two the
usual practice is to use or include the common name (domestic
ferret or European polecat). Since the domestic ferret has been
selectively bred for many generations such that many
characteristics (i.e. number of litters per Yyear, coloration,
temperament) breed true, I consider the domestic ferret to be a
true domesticated animal. Some taxonomists will include the term
forma following the species name but I haven't seen that in the
case of the ferret. Adding furo is incorrect. The domestic ferret
and the European polecat will interbreed and produce fertile
"hybrids" and I doubt if the difference is enough to warrant
subspecific names (which wouldn't apply to domestic forms anyway).

Hope this answers your question.
Sincerely,

Prard. S- M

Mark S. Rich
General Curator
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EXHIBIT 38.6

h Brookfield Zoo ”\EChicago Zoological Society

Date: 23 DECCL e \ 9993

Dear MA¢ Cé‘rle.\,( ,

Thank vou for your letter/phone call requesting information on

feret
We are enclosing information that we hope will meet your needs.
Please call or write us back 1f vou have any more guestions.

Nancy Bent
Library
Brookfield Zoo

708/485~0263, ext. 580

Notice: If photocopied material is enclosed it is protected
by copyright law and its use will be limited to private study,
scholarship or research.

A \_[t‘-\: Cain sec Fipn Ylie Ervxlesce T_[/,CJTC(C_.P;CQ_ o
fevrek 1= a conesHe fovia e Hae ;::\W”CT§€>4»7 }>CTLEC‘

by . S S’ - M g_\’*’_
Tllale e survilar o a C'-,c; , wlhiely Te & Goueet e
fevina efF Hac égfﬂ welf.

{ L\ct\c Flis Lxc\{s%l.

Brookticeld. Hinois 60513
TOSANS 0263 312.242.2630

Brookhield Zoo s owned by the Forest Preserse Districi vt Cook County and munaged by the Chicago Zoological Society
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EXHIBIT 38.7

/ e 4 Creating the Nation’s first BioPark
Nationa! Zoological Park - Smithsonian Institution - Washington, D.C. 20008-2598

4 January 1996

Floyd L. Carley
3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley,
Mustela putorius furo, the domestic ferret, is a domestic subspecies, probably bred

from Mustela putorius putorius, the wild European polecat, over two thousand years ago.
Ferrets have escaped and bred with polecats on many occasions, suggesting that there are

no “pure” polecats remaining in Europe.
p g P

Sincerely,

| L
/{ AV

Benjamin B. Beck

Associate Director for
Biological Programs

Established 1889 by act of Congress “. . . for the advancement of science and the instruction and recreation of the people.” ;i;

e

@ This paper contains recycled fiber and is recyclable. ,:';’.
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EXHIBIT 38.8

ISIS

MAMMALIAN TAXONOMIC DIRECTORY

(Second edition, revised)

ISIS - International Species Information System
Building A, Room 6
12101 Johnny Cake Ridge Road
Apple Valley, MN - USA 55124

Telephone: (612) 431-9295
FAX: (612) 432-2757
BBS: (612) 432-9292

5 April 1989
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Introduction
(Second edition, revised)

This directory is part of a set used by participants in the International Species Information System (Is18),
an information system on captive vertebrates. This directory has two purposes: 1) t0 provide a standardized
taxonomy for collection of coherent data, and 2) to provide a numeric taxonomic code for those who use
it on ISIS’ paper data forms. '

This second edition (revised) has an improved format, and again includes indexes on genus and English
language common names for genera, at the back.

This second edition (revised) is being distributed because the previous version was out of print. ISIS has
plans to improve and modernize this mammalian taxonomic list, but this unfortunately must wait until
resources permit.

We strongly encourage users to classify their specimens consistent with the available information - ie to
classify at species level except in cases where information on provenance and/or pedigree makes it clear that
a specimen is from 2 well-recognized subspecies. :

NoTe /! ISTS is currcn‘/'/ wsed b)/ g_éau,‘{‘ Bop 200 wofu-w:}je/

;nblhﬁ)'nj membcfs of +he /9056{"54'/1 Assof-ld.-'ll',;r\, of Zoolajl.ca.{

Packs and A?Mra'wmé. (Jannary (440)
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14 MAMMALIA MAMMALS fte e
1412 CARNIVORA CARNIVORES |

1412004 MUSTELIDAE WEASELS, OTTERS, BADGERS, SKUNKS )

1412004007 MUSTELA ,/ WEASEL, STOAT, MINK, ERMINE .
1412004007011010 Mustela putorius furo European Polecat Domesticated
1412004007011011 Mustela putorius "hungarica European Polecat I-qugar{(as .
1412004007011012 Mustela putorius larvatus European Polecat Tibet, Kashmir
1412004007011013 Mustela putorius michnoi European Polecat Altai Siberia
1412004007011014 Mustela putorius rothschildi European Polecat Rumania
1412004007011015 Mustela putorius talassica European Polecat Russian Turkestan
1412004007011016 Mustela putorius tfiarata European Polecat Mongolia - Szechuan
1412004007012001 Mustela rixosa (no subsp) Pygmy Weasel North America
1412004007012002 Mustela rixosa rixosa Pygmy Weasel (hnada,lyhnncsota,N.Da_kota
1412004007012003 Mustela rixosa allegheniensis Pygmy Weasel Wisconsin-South Carolina
1412004007012004 Mustelz rixosa campestris Weasel So.Dakota,Nebraska,Ohio
1412004007012005 Mustela rixosa eskimo Pi Weasel Alaska, Yukon
1412004007013001 Mustela sibirica Siberian  Weasel Asia

1412004007013002 Mustela sibirica sibirica Siberian Weasel Russia, Siberia
1412004007013003 Mustela sibirica asaii Siberian Weasel Oshima Island, Japan
1412004007013004 Mustela sibirica cw ) Siberian Weasel Tibet

1412004007013005 Mustela sibirica charbinensts Siberian Weasel Manchuria
1412004007013006 Mustela sibirica coreana Siberian Weasel Korea

1412004007013007 Mustela sibirica idi Siberian Weasel Southeast China, Formosa
1412004007013008 Mustela sibirica fortanieri Siberian Weasel Northern China
1412004(07012009 Mustela sibirica “hodgsoni Siberian Weasel Kashmir, W. Himalayas
1412004007013010 Mustela sibirica itatst Siberian Weasel Japan

1412004007013011 Mustela sibirica manchurica Siberian Weasel Manchuria
1412004007013012 Mustela sibirica moupinensis Siberian Weasel Kansu - Northern Burma
1412004007013013 Mustela sibirica quelpartis Siberian Weasel Quelpart Island, Korea
1412004007013014 Mustela sibirica sho Siberian Weasel Japan

1412004007013015 Mustela sibirica subhemachalana Siberian Weasel Nepal - Bhutan
1412004007014001 Mustela srrigidorsa Back Striped Weasel Nepal - Indochina
1412004007015001 Mustela vison (no subsp) American Mink North America
1412004007015002 Mustela vison vison Mink Labrador - Tennessee
1412004007015003 Mustela vison aestuaring Mink Northern California
1412004007015004 Mustela vison energumenos Mink British Columbia-Colorado
1412004007015005 Mustela vison evagor Mink Vancouver Island
1412004007015006 Mustela vison evergladensis Mink Everglades, Florida
1412004007015007 Mustela vison ingens Mink Alaska, Yukon .
1412004007015008 Mustela vison lacustris Mink Saskatchewan-Cent.Ontario
1412004007015005 Mustela vison letifera Mink Montana-Minnesota-Oklahom
1412004007015010 Mustela vison lowii Mink Quebec
1412004007015011 Mustela vison lutensis Mink Florida,Cost.Georgia,S.Ca
1412004007015012 Mustela vison melampeplus Mink Southern_Coast Alaska
1412004007015013 Mustela vison mink Mink Eastern -USA
1412004007015014 Mustela vison nesolestes Mink Admiralty Island, Alaska
1412004007015015 Mustela vison vulgivaga Mink ET uisiana,Arkansa
1412004008 POECILICTIS WEASEL, LIBYAN STRIPED

1412004008001001 Poecilictis libyca Libyan Striped Weasel North Africa
1412004008001002 Poecilictis libyca libyca Libyan Striped Weasel Libya, Egypt
1412004008001003 Poecilictis libyca multivittaza Striped Weasel Sudan

1412004008001004 Poecilictis libyca vaillanti Libyan Striped Weasel Algeria, Morocco
1412004009 POECILOGALE WEASEL, WHITE-NAPED

1412004009001001 Poecilogale albinucha White-Naped Weasel South Africa
1412004009001002 Poecilogale albinucha albinucha White-Naped Weasel Cape, Angola
1412004009001003 Poecilogale albinucha bechuanae White-Naped Weasel Transvaal .
1412004009001004 Poecilogale albinucha lebombo - - White-Naped Weasel Northern Zululand, Nat
1412004009001005 Poecilogale albinucha transvaalensi White-Naped Weasel Northeastern ‘Trans
1412004010 VORMELA POLECAT, MARBLED

1412004010001001 Vonnela peregusna Marbled Polecat Asia

1412004010001002 Vormela peregusna peregusna Marbled Polecat S. Russia - W. Siberia
1412004010001003 Vonnela peregusna alpherakii Marbled Polecat Russian Turkestan,Afghan.
1412004010001004 Vonnela peregusna ewxing Marbled Polecat Rumania
TaxCoae Scienuific Name Common Name Range

5 Apr 1989 Page 181
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EXHIBIT 38.9
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Divisionof
Fisheries &Wildlife

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director

Floyd L. Carley

3000 Sand Hill Road
Building 4, Suite 145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

January 19, 1996

Dear Mr. Carley:

This letter is in response to your written inquiry of 29
December 1995 regarding the legal and taxonomic status of the
domestic ferret.

Beginning on 6 March 1996 a new state statute will allow
anyone to posses domestic ferrets as pets in Massachusetts so long
as they are neutered or spayed, and are vaccinated against
distemper and rabies. No state permits for pet ferrets will be
required but the owner of each animal will be required to maintain
veterinary certificates which verify that his ferrets have been
properly sterilized and are up-to-date on their vaccinatioms.” a
state permit will be required to breed ferrets. the annual fee
will be $1,000.00 :

In Massachusetts the fact that these ferrets are biologically
a domestic species has never had any legal relevance to our
agency's authority to regulate then. Control over ferrets was
given to this state's fish and wildlife agency by statutes
specifically addressing ferret possession and use because of their
early history as a hunting tool. The use of ferrets for hunting
was first prohibited in Massachusetts in 1874 and their simple
possession without a state permit was prohibited in 1924. Over the
years permits for keeping ferrets have been restricted to research
and educational purposes. '

In recent years this agency's opposition to allowing ferrets
as pets was based on the lack of a registered rabies vaccine. once
a vaccine was approved the agency assisted the ferret proponents in
drafting a bill which: would remove the requirement for a state
permit. The agency always had the authority to issue permits for
pet ferrets but felt that it was inappropriate before an approved
rabies vaccine was available, and after that did not wish to
establish a program that would likely issue thousands of permits
that the agency has no interest in tracking.

Field Headquarters

One Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, Massachusetts 01581 (508) 792-7270
An Agency of the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Law Enforcement
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The fact that these animals represent a domestic species seems
biologically quite clear. The most significant support for this is
the taxon's long history of captive propagation (since at least the
fourth century B.C.) in concert with the fact that it has been
genetically altered to the extent that it's origins are uncertain.
This has been held as the performance standard for our most
traditional domestic species. In the case of the domestic ferret
it is generally suspected to have descended from the European
polecat (Mustela putorius) but may have been derived from the
Steppe polecat (M. eversmanni) or from a hybrid of the two. Skull
and fur characters more closely resemble those of M. eversmanni but
the karyotype is identical to that of M. putorius and differs from
M. eversmanni. It has sometimes been referred to as a subspecies
of the European polecat under the name Mustela putorius furo but-
most mammalion taxonomists recognize it as a distinct domestic
species, Mustela furo. As a career mammalogist with an interest
and training in taxonomy this conclusion seems to me to be well
founded. However, it should be understood that an animal's legal
classification may not be consistent with its biological status.
Such is the case in Massachusetts where I and the state's fish and
wildlife agency consider these ferrets to be biologically domestic
but where it has not been included on the states' legal list of
domestic animals (321 CMR 9.02) which would serve to legally
surrender all of this agency's jurisdiction over ferrets. This
seeming contradiction is perfectly reasonable and consistent with
our goals to maintain a level of control and authority over
domestic ferrets.

If you have any additional questions feel free to write or

call me at 508/792-7270.
’ Sincereiy, ZAL/);;:?’

Thomas W. French, Ph.D.
Assistant Director/ .
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species
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424 East 92nd Street

New York, NY 10128
THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE (212) 876-7700 Ext. 4601

PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (212) 876-9571 Fax

Roger A. Caras
President

September 20, 1993

Mr. William Adams

Chairman

NYC Friends of Ferrets

P.O. Box 268 - Gracie Station
New York, NY 10028

Dear William,

Thank you very much for your letter of September 20th. I anm
somewhat bemused by the salutation " Mr. Caras:" instead of the
usual "Dear Mr. So and So." That type of address generally
denotes hostility. I did not realize that I was considered an
enemy of the ferrets.

If you saw any news clippings that resulted from reporters
calling here to ask me for an opinion on the matter, you will
note that I said that a) ferrets are not properly called ferrets,
but rather European stoats and that European stoats are
considered to have been domesticated animals for over 1000 years.
They have been common animals in homes both in England and on the
Continent for that length of time.

When asked about the threat from rabies, I pointed out that it
was such an unlikely scenario that unless an owner had the
disease and bit his ferret, it would be difficult to imagine how
a housebound and frequently cage-bound animal could become
exposed to the disease. I suppose it is possible that a cat or
a dog in the same household might bring it back in, but the
ferret would not then be the principal source of concern since
the cat or dog would be symptomatic first.

The stoat or so-called ferret is, in fact, a domestic animal, and
no bureaucratic fiat can change that. If some bureaucrat in the
Health Department wants to say that ferrets are not domestic
animals, he/she would have to fly in the face of what is known to
be true.

That is the position of the ASPCA. Ferrets are domestic animals;

they have been common pets for over 1,000 years. They are of no
consideration in so far as the disease rabies is concerned. The

s s' m ‘ America’s First Humane Society
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thought that they could escape and hybridize the native American
ferret, i.e., nigripeds, the black footed ferret; the nearest
prairie dog colony where black footed ferret could possibly be
found would be southwestern South Dakota. I don't think that an
escaped European stoat would make it from here to southwestern
. South Dakota and hybridize endangered American wildlife.

William, if you need any further information, please let me know.
You will notice that I am sending a copy of this to Charles
Millard. If we can get around to it -- we have a lot of things
to discuss -- I will bring it up when I see him at 1lunch
tomorrow.¥ If I don't, then he will have this letter.

Good luck to you,

Roger A. C
President

RAC:vca

cc: Councilman Charles Millard

* (s ddﬁfwﬂt
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+ 7 Thank you £dr"‘§6u;~leﬁ}£ér‘requestiﬁg ‘information on the ferret... The ferret- -
has been used by man’ for, hundreds of years. As you may be aware, it is
derived from mg‘.'aijéﬁe@"pblécgt,;'mﬁtﬁlh'pnmiui. The references used

to list it as_a domestic, animal are attached. .. - '

T don't know what you want .on my. opinion on ferrets as domestic animals.
Do you mean as.a pet, or do you mean does it meet the criteria that I
outline in my book? &s-a pet, they can be quite delightful little fellows,
especially if they have been hand reared. In the State of California they
are illegal. In other states they may be legal. Ferrets adapt quite well
to human handling and’ are not injured by proper handling so that I don't

. feel it detrimental to the.ferret, They thrive on the food that humans can

provide as long as it j.sn‘t food from their table.

_Regulatory officials are fearful that ferrets will escape to the wild and
become feral. I don't really think that is possible. pomestic ferrets
will hardly catch a live mouse. ' . '

There are some good’ articles.on the health and welfare of the ferret, I've
included reference to’them.. "o .70 "7 o ‘
Hope this helps. 7

Sincerely,

ety

Ue Ko, PT ¢ Dimbleby , G 10+
o (Zl\) ‘D/“‘-‘/"—&é“/&’"‘ .‘\(fx/D/OI'/A‘{/m‘A
o : %F’W{S{‘A““‘."‘d‘ls /' Q[1,(;_c|_70)
Enclosure o [A )d/‘.\..a- u(;/:s /'"‘} / [7(:7,

.M,E. Fowler,
Professor

MEF: ]




EXHIBIT 38.12 PREK

2 January, 1996

P.O. Box 1060 Mr. Floyd Carley
Columbia, SC 29202-1060. USA 3000 Sand Hill Rd., 4-145
O e ea Menlo Park, CA 94025

Fax (B03) 256-6463

Dear Mr. Carley:

Thank you for writing about ferrets and the origin of the domestic ferret. The
European polecat, Mustela putorius, is a wild species that is native to Europe; it is still
common today.

The European polecat is generally considered to be the ancestor to the domestic ferret,
Mustela putorius fero (=Mustela fero); the domestic ferret is considered to be a domestic
breed that has been selected from its probable ancestor for color and behavior.

It should also be noted that regardless of the fact that the domestic ferret is considered
to be a bone fide domestic species by mammalogists worldwide, their possession by
private individuals is variously regulated by states. In South Carolina, for instance, it is
legal to possess a domestic ferret but it is not legal to sell one. This is because of the lack
of a proven vaccine for rabies.

I hope this is of use to you.

Alan H. Shoemaker
Curator of Mammals

Accreoitea by the Amencon Association
ot Zootogical Porks and Aguanums

Member of the American Associgtion of
Botorica Sordens and Arboreta
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Walt Disnes Wonrld Ca. PO, Bon 10000 Lake Buena Vista. FLA FUNAN (UTRIERITRA

. e

DisCOVERY
ISLAND

January 10, 1996

Mr. Floyd L. Carley
3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley,

Most zoos use the International Species Inventory System (ISIS) as a taxonomic reference. The
ISIS Mamalian reference lists the Mustela putorius furo subspecies as "domesticated".

rii
I hope this is of some assistance.

TRt D

Sincerely,

/Z/ //54‘ |

Mary Healy
General Curaior

DISCOVERY ISLAND

mh/cah
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EXHIBIT 39

ARE FERRETS A THREAT TO THE ENVIRONMENT?
or
IS THE ENVIRONMENT A THREAT TO FERRETS?

1. “Lost ferrets are rarely found and usually die soon after they escape.” State of
New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection. Exhibit 4, page 102.

2. “..stray ferrets do not appear capable of reproducing and establishing
themselves in the wild ... young European ferrets in the wild ... are probably not
capable of long-term survival.” United States Public Health Service Centers
for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia; Veterinary Public Health Notes,
October, 1980 Exhibit 5; page 103.

3. “The Domestic Ferret has been domesticated for a very long time and seldom
survives in the wild for more than a few days.” Robert S. Ellarson, University
of Wisconsin. Encyclopedia Americana Grolier 1985.

4. “Domesticated Ferrets have become so dependent upon humans that they cannot
survive without care and if lost often die within a few days.” The Encyclopedia
Brittanica Volume 4, page 746-747. Exhibit 36, page 251.

5. “Domesticated Ferrets (Mustela Putorius Furo) can survive only in captivity. Pet
ferrets that have escaped from captivity have not appeared capable of producing
and establishing themselves in the wild. I do not know how long they are capable
of surviving in the wild ... Some reports ... suggest they can survive for only three

days.”
Leigh Ann Sawyer, DVM, MPH
Veterinary Epidemiologist
United States Public Health Service
Letter, January 28, 1986
6. “.. there has been no feral populations established or any documented impact on

agriculture of native wildlife by domestic ferrets since their legalization as pets in
this State in 1996. We do find strays and occasional road killed pets, but there is
no evidence that any of those animals has survived for any period of time, or ever
taken a wild food item.”

Thomas W. French, Ph.D..
Assistant Director

Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, February 10, 1998

ferrets\quotes.fer
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EXHIBIT 39 (Continued)

7. "I have direct experience of domestic ferrets and the planned, controlled, and supported
release of captive bred, wild polecats. Maintaining a viable group of these animals from
a careful release of 132 animals over 4 years has been fraught with difficulty. ... so small
is the survival rate that I have ceased to release further animals to an early death.”
Graham Wellstead, Ph.D.
Published Author and International Authority
on Domestic Ferrets
Letter, February 16, 1997

8. "Discussions ... with personnel in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Massachusetts, Michigan,
South Carolina, and Wyoming elicited no evidence of feral colonies of ferrets or of any
significant survival of the animals in the wild, nor of reported impact on native wildlife
caused by escaped domestic ferrets. ..."

California Research Bureau
California State Library

May 30, 1997

ferrets\quotes. fer
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EXHIBIT 40

DOMESTIC FERRETS: WILD OR DOMESTICATED?
FERRET LEGALIZATION IN CALIFORNIA
Excerpts From Letters In List Of Exhibits

United States Department of Agriculture
"The APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service) animal care regulations ... do

not consider the ferret to be wild ... ." Letter 5/3/94, page 22

American Museum of Natural History
"Mustelo Furo is the domestic ferret and is not a wild species. " Letter 2/25/95, page 256

The Zoological Society of San Diego
" .. The European ferret, Furo. ... is simply a domestic form of the European polecat.
It does not exist-as a wild animal." Letter 4/26/90, page 257

New York Zoological Society
"(are) the Ferrets you buy in Pet Shops wild or domestic animals? The answer is
domestic." Letter, page 258

Chicago Zoological Society
"The ferret is a domestic form of the European Polecat.” Letter, 12/19/95, page 260

National Zoological Park - The Smithsonian Institution ’
"Mustela Putorius Furo, the domestic ferret, is a domestic subspecies, ... bred from ...
the wild European Polecar.” Letter 1/4/96, page 261

Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife

"The fact that these animals represent a domestic species seems biologically quite clear.”
Letter 1/19/96, page 266

Riverbanks Zoological Park. South Carolina :
"The domestic ferret is considered to be a bonafide domestic species by mammologists
worldwide. " Letter 1/2/96, page 271

Discovery Island. Buena Vista, Florida

"Most zoos, about 500 worldwide, use the International Species Inventory System as a
taxonomic reference. The International Species Inventory System mammalian reference lists
Musela Putorius Furo subspecies as ‘domesticated. " Letter 1/10/96, page 272

Ferrets\Newsrel. fer



Californians For Ferret Legalization

An Umbrella Organization Representing Hundreds of Thousands of Ferret Enthusiasts in California

EXHIBIT 41

Question:

What do these organizations have in common?

United States Department of Agriculture N
United States Public Health Services--Centers for Disease Control - '
American Museum of Natural History

American Medical Association

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

The Smithsonian Institute of Washington, DC

The California Veterinary Medical Association

The California Poultry Industry Federation

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

The Zoological Society of San Diego

The New York Zoological Society

Ducks Unlimited

Answer:

They all have made statements which contradict the California Departments of Fish and
Game and Health Services in matters regarding the domestic ferret.

The enclosed report, "THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENTS CF FISH AND GAME
AND HEALTH SERVICES VS. EVERYONE ELSE" contains 33 of just the most egregious
examples of some 200 instances where statements by these agencies have been directly
contradicted by authorities in their field of expertise. (Statements available on request)

Ferrets\Report. FLC

3000 Sand Hill Road. 4-145 Menlo Park. CA 94025 Tel/415 854-7784 Fax/415 854-0213



Californians For Ferret Legalization

An Umbrella Organization Representing Hundreds of Thousands of Ferret Enthusiasts in California

EXHIBIT 41

April 24, 1998

THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENTS OF FISH & GAME & HEALTH SERVICES

VS.

EVERYONE ELSE

Domestic Ferrets are legal in all the other 48 states on the continent, and in every province and territory
in Canada, and in every country of the World--but not in California.

But, of course, there are always two sides to every story:

. ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS A MENACE TO NATIVE WILDLIFE IN CALIFORNIA?

ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Ferrets ... .are very adept hunters by nature.”
Boyd Gibbons, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter and Ferret Fact Sheet
March 25, 1994

"... ferrets prey upon ... water fowl ... ."
Boyd Gibbons, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter and Ferret Fact Sheet
March 25, 1994

Page 1

3000 Sand Hill Road. 4-145 Menlo Park.

THE OTHER SIDE

"Domestic Ferrets will hardly catch a live mouse."
M.E. Fowler, DVM, Prof.Emeritus
University of California, Davis
Létter, January 23, 1984

“The Domestic Ferret ... is not considered a threat
to waterfowl.”

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

Letter, March 6, 1996

Ferrets\Ferrets.ltr

CA 94025 Tel/415 854-7784 Fax/415 854-0213




ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Great Britain’s Bounty System of 200 years of
payments to try to eradicate these mustelids
offered the bounty on ..... (ferrets) .... ."
Jack C. Parnell, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter, May 12, 1987

"Ferrets ... have contributed to the extinction
of 20 species of endemic New Zealand birds
and have pushed many others to the brink of
extinction."”
The above statement is
attributed to Carolyn King, in her
book "Immigrant Killers," by
Drs. Constantine & Kizer in their

report (p.34) "Pet European Ferrets:

A Hazard to Public Health, Small
Livestock and Wildlife"

Page 2

27¢

THE OTHER SIDE

"It had been suggested, by the California Departments of
Fish & Game, that there was a bounty paid on ferrets.
This is untrue - a blatant lie. There is no bounty on
ferrets - nor has there ever been.”

Graham Wellstead, BA, BSC, Ph.D.
Published Author and Guest Lecturer
on ferrets. Surrey, England

Letter, August 2, 1990

The statement on the left, attributed to Carolyn King,
cannot be found in her book "Immigrant Killers." Instead,
the following statement on the same subject is made on
page 106:
"There is not a single known extinction or
diminution in New Zealand that can be regarded
as definitely and solely due to .... (ferrets
and other) mustelids .... . Overseas the story is
the same: only 1 percent of 163 extinctions,
recorded from Islands all over the world since -
1600, have been attributed to mustelids (ferrets,
stoats, weasels and polecats) compared with 26 %
attributed to cats and 54% attributed to rats.”
"Immigrant Killers"
Carolyn King, Ph.D.
Scientific Editor
Royal Society of New Zealand

Ferrets\Ferrets.ltr
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ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS A THREAT TO THE POULTRY INDUSTRY?

ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Ferrets ... prey on ... small livestock, including
poultry ... ."
Boyd Gibbons, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter and Ferret Fact Sheet
March 25, 1994

"The California Poultry Industry would be very
seriously impacted by ferrets.”
Jack C. Parnell, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter, May 12, 1987

“Ferrets ... are especially destructive of

poultry... ."
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.ii
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

"They (ferrets) have proved to be exceedingly

destructive to small livestock like poultry ... ."
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.34
California Dept. of Health Services
December. 1988

"Ferrets are potential agricultural pests because
they are known to prey on commercial poultry.”
California Dept. of Food &
Agriculture
Letter, April 3, 1996

THE OTHER SIDE -

"We have not received any reports of damage to
agriculture by ferrets."
Henry J. Voss, Director
California Dept. of Food & Agriculture
Letter, June 26, 1989

“Our Board felt that allowing Domestic Ferrets to be
owned as pets will not threaten or hurt the California
Poultry industry.”

Bill Mattos, President

California Poultry Industry Federation

Letter, February 3, 1994

"We are not opposed to AB 2497 (Bill legalizing ferrets)
at this time and do not expect that there will be a
change in that position.”
Richard C. Matters, Exec. Vice-President
Pacific Egg & Poultry Association
Letter, March 7, 1994

"In my eight years associated with the poultry
industry, I can truly say that I have never heard of
a predation problem associated with Domestic or wild
ferrets."
Indiana State Poultry Association
David J. Goldenberg, Ex. Vice President
Letter, December 26, 1990

*I have received no complaints from our members in
regard to predation of chickens or eggs by Domestic
Ferrets ... ."
Virginia Poultry Federation, Inc.
Richard W. Moyers, Ex. Vice President
Letter, February 19, 1991

Ferrets\Ferrets.ltr
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ONE SIDE THE OTHER SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"My members suffer very little from predation of chicken
or eggs."”
The South Carolina Poultry Federation
Connie P. Smith, Executive Director
Letter, December 19, 1990

"We have received no reports of predation of chickens
or eggs by Domestic Ferrets ... ."
Robert W. Adams,
Extension Specialist, Poultry
- Kansas State University
Letter, Decegxber 17, 1990

I have not seen or had complaints of predation on
chickens or eggs by ferrets ... ."

Georgia Poultry Laboratory

M.A. Smeltzer, DVM

Letter, December 18, 1990

Page 4 Ferrets\Ferrets.ltr
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ONE SIDE THE OTHER SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

“Is there a 'proven’ vaccine to prevent rabies "Rhone Merieux is the manufacturer of IMRAB,

(in ferrets)? No." a killed rabies vaccine which has been approved
Boyd Gibbons, Director by the United States Department of Agriculture for
California Dept. of Fish & Game use in six species of animals, including ferrets ... ."
Letter and ferret fact sheet Donald G. Hildebrand, President
March 25, 1994 Rhone Merieux

Letter, April 6, 1994

"The Department of Fish & Game agrees that some of T
the information contained in its previous (ferret) fact sheet
and some correspondence provided incomplete and
potentially misleading information, including reference
to the efficacy of a (ferret) rabies vaccine.”

C.F. Raysbrook, Interim Director

California Department of Fish & Game

Letter, October 24, 1995

Page 6 Ferrets\Ferrets. ltr




282

ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS LIKELY TO ESTABLISH FERAL COLONIES?

ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Presently a feral ferfet population exists in

Washington State on San Juan Island,

Washington, ... where they feed on ...

native animals ...."
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.35
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

"... at least 3 widely separated feral populations

of European Ferrets have been reported to be

subsisting on prairie dog colonies in New Mexico.
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.35
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

"Feral ferrets abound (emphasis added) in other

states with climates far more severe than occurs

in most of California."”
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p. 15
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988
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THE OTHER SIDE

“... there are no ferrets living in Washington
that prey upon native wildlife."
Thomas C. Juelson, Ph.D.
Nongame Program Manager
Dept. of Wildlife
State of Washington
Letter, April 14, 1988

"Has the New Mexico Dept. of Agriculture ever been
made aware of any scientifically documented feral
populations of Domestic Ferrets in their state?"
Letter, August 11, 1989
to Ronald J. White, Division Director
New Mexico Dept. of Agriculture
Letter returned with notation: "No. R W."

The Departments of Fish & Game, or equivalent, in all
50 states have stated, in writing, that there were no feral
ferret colonies in their state. (Editor’s note)
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ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"(There are) reproducing feral ferret populations
(in): Ohio, Washington, Massachusetts."
D. G. Constantine, DVM, MPH
Report, March 6, 1986

Page 8
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THE OTHER SIDE

Letters from the same states:
Ohio, Washington, Massachusetts

"No feral populations are known in Ohio and they
are not considered to be wild animals.”
Patrick M. Roble, Ex. Administrator
Wildlife Management & Research
Dept. of Natural Resources
State of Ohio
Letter, October 5, 1987

*... there are no ferrets living in
Washington that prey upon native wildlife.”
Thomas C. Juelson, Ph.D.
Nongame Program Manager
Dept. of Wildlife
State of Washington
Letter, April 14, 1988

"To our knowledge there are not
now, nor have ever been, any known feral populations
of Domestic Ferrets in Massachusetts."
Richard Cronin, Director
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, October 8, 1987
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ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Feral populations (of ferrets) seem to ....

have developed in California in recent years.”
“Pet European Ferrets:...", p.34
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

Page 9
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THE OTHER SIDE

"All available information to date indicates that a

feral population of ferrets does not occur in California."
Henry J. Voss, Director
California Dept. of Food & Agriculture
Letter, June 26, 1989
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ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS A THREAT TO PUBLIC SAFETY?

ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"All such species (ferrets) are characterized

by a relatively high frequency of biting

compared to dogs.”
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.16
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

"The animals (Domestic Ferrets) have been

reported to then drink the victim’s blood and

eat the shredded tissues.”
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.i
California Dept. of Health Services
December, 1988

"Ferrets. ..., like pit bulls, have been bred to
be especially ferocious ... ."
"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.17

California Dept. of Health Services

Page 11

THE OTHER SIDE

“The number of bites inflicted by ferrets appears
to be substantially lower than those by dogs ... serious
bite injuries were recorded as 44,000/year for dogs and
12/year for ferrets.”
Statistics from Centers for Disease Control
and Journal of American Medical Assn.
Reported in Journal of the American
Veterinary Medicine Association
Volume 193,_'No. 9, November 1, 1988

"The summary (Pet European Ferrets) states that
ferrets eat the shredded tissue and drink the blood.
Normal ferret feeding on meat takes the form of chewing
meat off the main portion, not biting it to
produce a shredded meal. I know of no animal where
this can be said to be the case. The statement is
nonsense."
Dr. Graham Wellstead, BA. BSC, Ph.D
Published Author and Guest Lecturer
on Ferrets and cited as a source of
information in "Pet European Ferrets."
Letter, August 27, 1995

" farrets are similar to domestic cats in many ways ...
their behavior is docile and cat-like, unlike that which
would be expected of a normal. wild mustelid.”
' Centers for Disease Control
United States Public Health Services
Veterinary Public Health Notes
October, 1980
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ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS WILD ANIMALS—-OR DOMESTICATED ANIMALS?

ONE SIDE THE OTHER SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"The Commission has determined that ferrets are not * __under the APHIS animal care regulations, they do
normally domesticated in California. In California, not consider the ferret to be wild ... they ... consider
therefore, ferrets are wild animals.” the ferret to be a pet, or domestic.”

Jack C. Parnell, Director Richard Reynnells

California Dept. of Fish & Game National Program Leader

Letter, May 12, 1987 - Poultry Science and Fur Bearing Animals

United States Dept. of Agriculture
Letter, May 3, 1994

“The (Calif.) Department (of Food and Agriculture)  "Most zoos (about 500 worldwide) use the International
considers ferrets to be ‘wild’ animals ... ." Species Inventory System (ISIS) as a taxonomic reference.
Calif. Dept. of Food & Agriculture The ISIS mammalian reference lists the Mustela Putorius
Letter, April 3, 1996 Furo (Domestic Ferrets) subspecies as "Domesticated.”
Mary Healey, General Curator
Discovery Island
Letter, January 10, 1996

" .. regarding the European Ferret, Furo, this is simply
a domestic form of the European polecat. It does not
exist as a wild animal.”

James M. Dolan, Jr., Ph.D.

Director of Collections

The Zoological Society of San Diego

Letter, April 26, 1990

"Mustela Furo is the Domestic Ferret and is not a
wild species.”
Bryon J. Mader
American Museum of Natural History
Letter, September 25, 1995
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ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

Page 13
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THE OTHER SIDE

A A e i

"Mustela Putorius Furo, the Domestic Ferret, is a
domestic subspecies ... probably bred from ... the
wild European polecat over 2,000 years ago."
Benjamin B. Beck
Associate Director for Biological Programs
National Zoological Park
Smithsonian Institution
Letter, January 4, 1996

156 authoritative sources have stated, in writing, that

Domestic Ferrets are not wild animals but are
domesticated animals. (Editor*s note)
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THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENTS OF FISH & GAME & HEALTH SERVICES

VS.

EVERYONE ELSE

ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services -

"The state of Massachusetts has adopted
a law (with) restrictions against ferrets
because...wild ferrets decimated a
population of endangered terns”

Jack C. Parnell, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter, February 26, 1986

"...(the) commonly espoused advice to wear
gloves when handling these animals (ferrets)
...Wellstead, 1982"

"Pet European Ferrets:...", p. 21

California Dept. of Health Services

December 1988

Page 14

Part I1

THE OTHER SIDE

Pudd

"(The) report that there are certain colonies
of ground-dwelling terns that have suffered
depredation by domestic ferrets comes as a
surprise to this agency.

...there has never been a recorded case of
tern predation by a ferret in Massachusetts.
In fact, I have never heard of such a case
anywhere in North America."”

Thomas W. French, PhD
Assistant Director

Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, February 20, 1991

"I strongly object to my name being used to
suggest a ferret is best handled with gloves
(page 21). Nowhere in my book do I suggest
that gloves are required when handling ferrets.
The reverse is true."

239

Dr. Graham Wellstead, BA,BSc,PhD

Published author and guest lecturer

on ferrets and cited as a source
of information in "Pet European
Ferrets”

Letter, August 27, 1995
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ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

"Ferrets were bred to be bold, savage
fighters..." December 9, 1987

Denny G. Constantine
Co-author of "Pet European
Ferrets...” Published

by the California Dept.

of Health Services, 1988

"Ferrets free ranging in the wild"
...are going to feed themselves. -

Terry Mansfield, Chief

Wildlife Management Division
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Fish & Game Commission Meeting
November 2, 1995

"Training of ferrets and persons who handle
them is required to avoid ferret bites or
more extensive attacks. Ferret owners and
handlers must learn to avoid behavior which
elicits attacks.

...Wellstead 1982..."

Denny G. Constantine, DVM
December 9, 1987

Page 15

287

THE OTHER SIDE

" _ferrets are considered to be easily
handled and non-dangerous, and are now
commonly bred and kept as pet animals”

US Dept. of Agriculture
Animal Welfare, Proposed Rules
March 31, 1987

" there have been no feral populations established

or any documented impact on agriculture or native wildlife
by domestic ferrets since their legalization as pets in
this state in 1996. We do findstrays and occasional road
killed pets, but there is no evidence that any of these
animals has survived for any period of time or ever
taken a wild food item."

Thomas W. French, Ph.D.

Asst. Dir., Div. of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, February 10, 1998

"Ferrets were artificially selected to hunt

in concert with man, acting as flushers to
scare rabbits out of warrens. They only hunt
effectively in confined spaces and mostly
have a low capture success”

*The Domestic Ferret as a
Threat to Wildlife" 1988
Dr. V. J. Fitzgerald

Dept. of Biological Sciences
University of lowa

"I have kept domestic ferrets...for 45 years.
During that time, I have never, at any time, been
attacked by domestic ferrets, nor have any of my
family, friends or associates.”

Dr. Graham Wellstead, BA,BSc,PhD
Published author and guest lecturer
on ferrets

Letter, August 27, 1995
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ONE SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services

“This Department’s position is based on problems
caused by wild populations of European ferrets

in other states...two states, Massachusetts and
Washington are examples of states with ferret
problems”

Jack C. Parnell, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game
Letter, February 1986

"Ferrets. ..are classified as wild animals
according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)"

Weekly Report 1

Infectious Disease Branch
California Dept. of Health Services
Weekly Report

March 24, 1989

Page 16
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THE OTHER SIDE

Massachusetts

"To our knowledge there are not now,
nor have ever been, any known feral
populations of domestic ferrets in
Massachusetts”

Richard Cronin, Director
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, October 8, 1987

e

Washington
*_..there are no ferrets living in

Washington that prey upon native wildlife"

Thomas C. Juelson, PhD
Nongame Program Manager
Dept. of Wildlife

State of Washington

Letter, April 14, 1988

“Ferrets have been domesticated for
centuries..."

US Public Health Services
Centers for Disease Control
Veterinary Public Health Notes
October 1980
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EXHIBIT 42
Ferrets: a Selective Overview of Issues and Options

Prepared By
Kenneth W. Umbach, Ph.D.

This is a selective review of background and issues, drawn primarily from existing
documents and articles, supplemented by interviews with state and federal personnel in
several states.

What is a ferret? -

“Ferret” is the common name for Mustela putorius furo, a subspecies of the polecat,
Mustela putorius. (The skunk, sometimes incorrectly called a “polecat” is a different
species from the polecat, although both species emit a malodorous spray.)

The black-footed ferret, Mustela nigripes is a diﬁ'erer;i-:species, and is endangered. In
1986, only 18 individuals of the species remained, although an effort is underway to
breed and reintroduce the species into the Midwest area of the U.S.

Except as otherwise specifically noted, the information below refers to the domesticated
ferret, often kept as a pet where allowed (currently in all states but California and Hawaii)
and sometimes used for hunting and pest control. This discussion does nor encompass
the black-footed ferret or the polecat except as explicitly mentioned.

Ferrets are sometimes humorously called “carpet sharks”™ and described as “fur-covered
Slinkies” (in recognition of their flexibility) or “sock-puppets with legs.” They are
widely viewed as playful, curious, highly active, and sociable, although not inclined to
become attached to a home (“lacking a homing instinct”). They are carnivores and
require a meat-based diet. Their teeth are unusually sharp, even when they are quite
young, and they tend, as one biologist put it, to “explore the world with their mouths.”

The domestic ferret can interbreed with the European polecat and is related to a family of
animals that include weasels, skunks, the black-footed ferret, and the steppe polecat.
Evidence on the origins and biological pedigree of the domestic ferret is subject to some
disagreement in the literature. Ferrets are claimed to have been domesticated for over
two thousand years,' and have been used as aids in hunting, especially rabbits.

Ferrets are permitted as pets in all states of the continental U.S. except California, and
some observers estimate that there are from 100,000 to 500,000 domestic ferrets kept as
pets in California despite the prohibition. A Michigan official noted that Michigan went
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from zero ferrets (officially, as they were prohibited) to 200,000 overnight when they
were %egalized a few years ago, and “they did not all just come in over the state line that
day.” 3

What Are the Asserted Issues With Respect to Ferrets?

Three primary points have been raised by the California Department of Fish and Game in
“Department of Fish and Game Ferret Fact Sheet, March 25, 1994 Views expressed in

this fact sheet may be summarized as follows:*

1. Ferrets may bite (and perhaps otherwise attack), and may be especially prone to bite
or scratch children and infants.

2. There is no proven vaccine against rabies in ferrets.

3. Ferrets may threaten native wildlife. -

The discussion below summarizes these views, responses to them, and available
infc»rrnation.5

1. Bites and other attacks

DFG Views

The Department of Fish and Game has asserted that ferrets have a proclivity to bite and
may bite in a frenzied fashion that is especially dangerous to small children and infants.

Ferret Proponents’ Response

Proponents respond that ferrets are less likely to bite than are dogs and cats and have not
exhibited large numbers of bite incidents.

Evidence and Discussion

A few incidents of severe attacks on children or infants by ferrets have been cited.
Among these was an attack on a young girl who testified at the April 15, 1997, hearing of
the Assembly Committee on Water, Parks, and Wildlife. The attack had taken place
when the girl was an infant. That incident caused severe facial damage, only partially
repaired through plastic surgery. The most egregious incident cited by DFG, one that
resulted in death, involved two starved ferrets reportedly left alone with an infant through
parental neglect.6 :

By comparison, a 1989 article in the Journal of the American Medical Association
reported that “more than 2 million persons are bitten [by dogs] yearly,” with a particularly
high death rate for infants.”
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After adjusting for comparative numbers of the animals, dogs are at least 200 times more
likely to bite than are ferrets, according to data for 1978 to 1988 reported in the Journal
of Veterinary Medicine and calculations based on estimated numbers of dogs and ferrets.?

Conclusion

Ferrets have not been demonstrated to pose an unusual risk of bites, but like all domestic
animals are capable of inflicting injury, have done so in documented cases, and should
never be left alone with infants or small children. Pet ferrets should be raised in a way
that discourages biting and other aggressive behavior and encourages docility.

2. Rabies
DEG Views

The Department of Fish and Game has asserted that there is no proven vaccine to prevent
rabies in ferrets.

Ferret Proponents’ Response

Proponents respond that a rabies vaccine ((IMRAB-3) exists and meets standards for
effectiveness.

Evidence and Discussion

Rhone Mirieux, the producer of the rabies vaccine IMRAB-3, has formally advised the
Department of Fish and Game (by letter, April 6, 1994) that its vaccine exceeds U.S.
Department of Agriculture requirements in ferrets, and has advised the department to
cease claiming otherwise.’

It should be noted, however, that ferrets are typically sold at 6 to 7 weeks, but cannot be
inoculated against rabies until 12 weeks.'® This puts the burden of assuring inoculation
on the new pet owner.!! The same burden applies to those who acquire kittens and
puppies, which are typically taken to a new home at about 8 weeks but not inoculated
until age 4 months. '

Documented cases of rabies in domestic ferrets appear to be extremely rare (only 21
documented from 1958 to 1996).'> This may in part be the result of domestic ferrets,
unlike cats and dogs, being almost exclusively housebound. (They tend to wander away
from home if left outside, and rarely find their way back.) Pet ferrets, therefore, are
relatively unlikely to encounter a rabid animal from which they might acquire the disease.
Statistics cited above appear to bear this out.

 J
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Conclusion
Rabies vaccination should be required for domestic ferrets, just as it is for domestic cats
and dogs. Ferrets sold at or after 12 weeks of age should be vaccinated before sale. For

those sold at the typical 6 to 7 weeks, it is vital that owners be advised of the requirement
to have the animals vaccinated at 12 weeks.

3. Hazard to wildlife
DEG Views
The Department of Fish and Game has asserted that domestic ferrets may escape their

homes, form feral colonies, and prey on native wildlife. The Department also asserts that
ferrets may carry diseases that could threaten native wildlife. -

Ferret Proponents’ Response

Proponents respond that ferrets do not ordinarily survive more than about 3 days outside
the home and are not known to have established feral colonies anywhere without
substantial, concerted efforts to create such colonies.'

Evidence and Discussion

Robert S. Ellarson, of the University of Wisconsin, asserts in the article “Ferrets” in
Encyclopedia Americana that ferrets do not survive more than about 3 days in the wild.

Some experts believe on the basis of observation and experience that ferrets could survive
longer than 3 days, but that survival would be in weeks, not months.'® One wildlife
biologist, however, did assert that he has seen the killing ability and instinct in ferrets
personally, and offered the opinion that individual ferrets could survive and predate.’6
Dean Biggins, a leading expert on the black-footed ferret and project leader for the black-
footed ferret project, U.S.G.S. Biological Resources Division, did explain how difficult it
has been to reestablish those animals in the wild, even though they are much closer to
their wild progenitors (in terms of generations in captivity) than are domestic ferrets. He
poted that ferrets keep their ability to hunt and kill better than the ability to elude
predators. He asserted that escaped domestic ferrets (like the black-footed ferrets) are
more likely to become prey than to survive long as predators in any area with predators
(including cats and dogs).

The latter point bears on the feral colonies of ferrets in New Zealand. Ferrets (and other
predators) were introduced there to combat unwanted rabbit populations. The feral
colonies could be established and maintained there because of a lack of predators that in
other places would kill the ferrets. New Zealand, therefore, differs from the United
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States. In the United States, ferrets would likely fall prey to cats, dogs, various wildlife,
and even some raptors (birds of prey, such as hawks)."”

Discussions (by telephone) with personnel in Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Massachusetts,
Michigan, South Carolina, and Wyoming elicited no evidence of feral colonies of ferrets
or of any significant survival of the animals in the wild, nor of reported impact on native
wildlife caused by escaped domestic ferrets. This is consistent with the reports from
various state wildlife agencies included in the California Domestic Ferret Association
compilation.'®

Conclusion

It appears improbable that domestic ferrets could establish feral colonies in California,
given the risks of ferrets themselves being prey. While individual ferrets might survive
up to a few weeks in the wild, they are very unlikely to survive longer thari'that. Despite
the lack of documented examples,'® the possibility cannot be excluded that escaped
ferrets might do significant damage to wildlife, such as ground-nesting birds, and possibly
including endangered species, during a period up to a few weeks of survival, even
without establishing continuing colonies. Ongoing releases or escapes of domestic ferrets
might replenish the population in the wild, even if the animals were not reproducing, and
this could contribute to a continuing hazard to wildlife.

Ferrets would be less likely to pose a hazard of “going feral” if (1) sales of ferrets within
California were limited to licensed breeders and suppliers; (2) ferrets were required to be
spayed or neutered (possibly with a registration requirement to encourage compliance);
(3) any pet ferret brought into the state (not purchased from a recognized, in-state breeder
or supplier) were required to be spayed or neutered (and registered, if appropriate); and
(4) a public education campaign were conducted within the State to inform Californians
of proper care for ferrets, including the importance of keeping them indoors or under
proper supervision when outdoors, and the requirement that they be spayed or neutered.

No one can predict with certainty whether ferrets would damage native wildlife in
California. California Department of Fish and Game wildlife biologist Ronald Jurek
noted that even 20 years ago, the red fox, which was introduced into the state (though not
as a domestic animal) a century ago, was not viewed as a threat, although it has clearly
become one since.?®

How Could the Issue of Wildlife Impact be Tested?

Following are options for consideration. These are not inténded as recommendations.

Wildlife biologists might be able to fit a number of ferrets with miniature transmitters and
set them loose in a designated area to track their movements. If the ferrets do not survive,
that would tend to support the view of the proponents. If they in fact attack wildlife or
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endanger habitat in the designated area and if they survive for a significant period, then
that would be significant evidence against legalization. Alternatively, a number of ferrets
could be set loose in secured areas (but not fitted with monitoring devices) and their
survival and impacts observed over a period.?!

Alternatively, and easier to accomplish, the Legislature could commission an extensive
and impartial survey of states in which possession of ferrets is legal, conducted by an
agency or organization, such as the California Research Bureau, that is not a party to the
dispute over legalization, to determine what impacts have been observed. Such a survey
could query academic experts, state wildlife officials, state and local chapters of wildlife
organizations, veterinary organizations, and farm organizations.

Selected Policy Options

The following are options, not recommendations. -

e No change—continued prohibition. Continue to prohibit domestic ferrets in
California. One risk of this option is that the ferrets that are already kept as pets in
California would be less likely to receive necessary and appropriate vaccinations and
veterinary care than they would if permitted.

e End the prohibition without restriction or qualification. One risk of this option is
the possibility of escaped or released ferrets becoming a nuisance or a hazard to
wildlife.

e Permit ownership of pet domestic ferrets (Mustela putorius furo), with
requirements that they (1) be provided only through licensed breeders/sellers (or
through animal welfare agencies, such as local animal control departments and
humane societies), (2) be vaccinated against rabies (and other diseases as may be
appropriate as a public health concern), (3) be spayed or neutered before being sold or
given to pet owners,” and (4) be the subject of a public education campaign designed
to assure that pet owners understand the circumstances under which ferrets are.and are
not appropriate pets. This option might reduce the risks of the previous option, but
would involve potential costs of regulation, enforcement, and education.

e Permit ownership of pet domestic ferrets, with requirement for a subsequent
formal study of impact on wildlife.” This option was proposed in the April 15,
1997, hearing of the Assembly Water, Parks, and Wildlife Committee as an
amendment to AB 363 (Goldsmith). Under this option, details yet to be announced, a
formal scientific study would be commissioned for completion within five years of
legalization of pet ferrets. The study would determine what impact on native wildlife,
if any, had resulted from the change in the law through infiltration of escaped ferrets
into natural settings.
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This option raises a possible concern that, if the study found detrimental effects, it
would be too late or too difficult to correct them and disruptive to attempt at that time
to again prohibit ownership of domestic ferrets in California. It is possible that
legalization would lessen the care with which current (but illegal) ferret owners assure
that their pets do not leave their homes, and that there might therefore be increased
risk of predation by ferrets upon native wildlife or even establishment of feral
colonies.

On the other hand, this option would provide at least some assurance that impacts
would be studied properly within a defined and reasonably near-term period while
enabling ferret owners to have their pets vaccinated, spayed or neutered, and provided
with other necessary and appropriate veterinary care, which is not currently available
in California. -

Those who are confident, on the basis of existing data, that domestic ferrets do not
pose a risk to native wildlife in California may favor the choice to legalize now, with
the safeguard of follow-up study of impacts. Those who feel that the evidence
indicates a demonstrated threat to native wildlife may prefer to study potential
impacts more thoroughly before legalization in California. Such a prior study could
take the form of (1) scientific testing of ferret survival capacities in California under
controlled conditions, (2) systematic examination of evidence from other states and
nations and preparation of an impartial and thorough report on the findings, or (3)
both.

Sources

This overview has drawn from encyclopedias and newspaper, magazine, and journal
articles; information (unverified but consistent with other sources consulted) posted on
various ferret-related sites on the Internet; a compendium of documents labeled “Ferret
Legalization in California” provided by the California Domestic Ferret Association
(apparently 1995); an interview with California Department of Fish and Game wildlife
biologist Ronald Jurek; and interviews with state officials and staff members in Arizona,
Florida, Massachusetts, Michigan, and South Carolina, and federal wildlife biologists in
Colorado and Wyoming. I have also spoken online with some ferret owners in other
states (by way of America Online) and with the President of the Great Lakes Ferret
Association (by telephone).
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Notes

! Wildlife Biologist Ronald Jurek, of the California Department of Fish and Game, disputes this assertion,
and believes that the ferret has been domesticated for a far shorter period. (Personal communication, April
25,1997.)

2 Dr. Stephen Halstead, head of the Companion Animal Program, within the Division of Animal Industry,
personal communication, April 4, 1997,

3 The Deparment of Fish and Game provided this two-page fact sheet in April 1997.

* Other issues are addressed in the fact sheet as well. The ones listed here appear to be the most prominent
in public discussion of ferret legalization.

5 This is by no means an exhaustive review of the literature regarding ferrets. Wildlife biologist Ronald
Jurek, of the Deparmment of Fish and Game, has advised me that a review of evidence regarding ferrets is
being prepared for publication (and is cufrently in draft form) by researchers with the University of
California at Davis. (Personal communication, April 25, 1997.) -

¢ See letter from Dr. Graham Wellstead to Floyd L. Carley, August 27, 1995. This is “Exhibit 18"
(pp. 157-162, of the compilation titled “Ferret Legalization in California,” prepared by California Domestic
Ferret Association and cited below simply as “the compilation.” See particularly at p. 158, last paragraph.

7 Jeffrey J. Sacks, Richard W. Sartin, and Sandra E. Bonzo, “Dog Bite-Related Fatalities From 1979
Through 1988,” JAMA, September 15, 1989 (Vol. 262, No. 11), p. 1492. This is “Exhibit 20" of the
compilation, pp. 170-173.

¥ See, for example, Michael Lynch, “Ferreting out the Facts on the California Department of Fish & Game
War on the Domestic Ferret” (Pacific Research Instirute for Public Policy briefing, May 1996, p. 13),
which in tum cites 193 JAVMA 1031 (1988). An extract from the latter is included in the cornpilation as
“Exhibit 17," p. 154.

% «In February 1990, the first rabies vaccine was approved by the U.S. Department of Agriculture for use in
ferrets. Rhone Merieux, with their IMRAB-3 was shown to be at least 94.4% effective in preventing rabies
in ferrets for up to one year following vaccination. This was verified through testing 90 ferrets, 3 times the
number of animals required by the USDA. The vaccine has a proven effectiveness greater than required
(86.7%, a number derived for the dog.)”" Richard K. Bossart, “Ferret Rabies Information Summary,”
hup:/www.acmeferret.com/infobank/research.htm. See also Charles E. Rupprecht. et al., “Current issues in
rabies prevention in the United States: health dilemmas, public coffers, private interests,” Public Health
Reports, September 19, 1996 (Volume 111, No. 5). The laner report alludes to rabies vaccination for
ferrets (not mentioning IMRAB specifically), and cites (at note 17) a 1990 publication in the Journal of the
American Veterinary Medical Association (196:1614-1616) reporting “Evaluation of an inactivated rabies
virus vaccine in domestic ferrets” (M. Niezgoda, et al.). The Rupprecht, et al., article noted that “Since
1958, only 21 rabid ferrets have been documented by CDC through national surveillance activities” (in
contrast to 146 cases for dogs in 1995 alone).

1 The State of Michigan, which legalized ferrets in 1995 and modeled its laws after those of other states
where the animals were already permitted, requires that ferrets 12 weeks of age and over be vaccinated
against rabies by a veterinarian. (Marsha Weld, Companion Animal Program, personal communication,
April 28, 1997). Vaccination of ferrets against rabies is required in all nine states with which Micki
Wingate, President of the Great Lakes Ferret Association (headquartered in Michigan) is familiar. Ms.
Wingate believes the rabies vaccination requirement to be typical of virtually all states that permi ferrets.
(Personal communication, April 28, 1997.)

" U Bob Arini, Division of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Environmental Law, State of Massachusents, by telephone.

April 2, 1997. Mr. Arini added that ferrets are less effectively socialized at age 12 weeks, so pet stores (and
ferret buyers) prefer not to wait until the animals are old enough for vaccination.

29§




California Research Bureau California State Library

CRB Note vol. 4 no. 3 May 30, 1997

12 Information provided by Greenback Veterinary Clinic, Orangevale, California.
13 See note 8.

14 1 have not seen responses specifically related to DFG’s expressed concerns about spread of disease to
native wildlife by ferrets. DFG expresses concern that ferrets “could expose native California wildlife to”
Aleutian disease [emphasis added], but does not cite examples of such spread in its fact sheet.

'3 This view, expressed explicitly by Dr. Stephen Halstead, head of the Michigan state “Companion Animal
Program,” is consistent with comments offered by wildlife research biologist Dean Biggins, project leader
for the black-footed ferret project, U.S.G.S. Biological Resources Division.

16 Mike Lockhart. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, personal communication, April 3, 1997.

17 These comments reflect views of federal wildlife biologist Dean Biggins (personal communication) and
of ferret expert Graham Wellstead, of England. who testified at the April 15, 1997, hearing of the Assembly
Committee on Water, Parks. and Wildlife.

' These reports are reproduced in “Exhibit 2" of the compilation, but are all about 9 to I*Q years old.

1 Excluding the unusual cases of deliberate introduction of ferrets in New Zealand and on San Juan Island,
off the coast of Washington State.

 Interview, April 25, 1997. For additional information on the red fox in California, see “Managing Non-
Native Species in California: The Red Fox,” California Department of Fish and Game (undated).

21 [ have not attempted to determine whether these options are actually feasible.

2 Ferrets may be spayed/neutered as early as 6 to 7 weeks, the age at which they typically might be sold to
pet owners.

3 Adoption of this option would not preclude other precautions, such as mandating of spaying/neutering,
requirement of vaccination, and public education about any risks associated with domestic ferrets.
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" EXHIBIT 43
TELEPHONE: 09) 37
FACSIMILE! (08 378-7250
POSTAL: P.0, Box 130, Albany, Auckland, N
HEAD QFFICE: 113 Uincont gwm,ﬁfﬁ% .
27 August 1997 1SO8001 G
RCgiStCmd Accredited
- b 441 WJAS.MZ
Californians for Ferret Legalisation -
410 Mountain Home Road '
Woodside

Celifornia $4062

Facsimile No.: 001 415 8540213

Dear Sir,
Re: FerretsIn New Zealand

Further to our conversation I write to confirm my understanding of the ferret situation in
this country.

My company is responsible for animal control work in a number of Cities within the
greater Auckland Area.
These cities include high deasity urban areas s well as less populated rural communities.

In may tweaty t.hr;e years of experience with animal control work in New Zealand, ferrets
have nsver been a problem. o

I recently attended & National Animal Cootrol Conference and as I was awate of the
legislation in your state re ferrets, I questioned many animal control personnel as to
whether or not they had or were experiencing problems with ferrets.

The answer from esch and everyone of these people involved in Animal Control
professionally was that, Ferrets did not create & problem. .

1 have been in touch with & number of official agencies in this country about the topic and
no one knew of any problem with ferrets.
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! Z7-08-1997 16:14 ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES 64 9 3797230 P.G2

3ol

.2. ,,,,,,
InNewZealandﬁenetsmkeptasadomesﬁcpet,wehavef«al ferrets and they are elso
In the world of animal control in New Zealand, ferrets are not a problem.

Pkasecanmeiflmbeofanyﬁinherhe!ptoyouorifyoumquireandaddiﬁonal

information.
Yours sincarely, -
~ i
(_,;Q
J. Muir

GOVERNING DIRECTOR

TOTAL P.O2
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EXHIBIT 44

STATEMENTS IN DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
REPORT TO FISH & GAME COMMISSION
FEBRUARY 26, 1986

STATEMENT

1. "This Department's position is based on problems
caused by wild populations of European Ferrets in
other states ..."

2. "Wild populations of European Ferrets have
greatly reduced certain native populations of
birds in New Zealand."

3.
"Two states, Massachusetts and Washington, are
examples of states with ferret problems. "

Ferrets.st2

COMMENTARY

There are no wild populations of European Ferrets in other
states. This has been confirmed in writing by the Dept.

of Fish and Game, or equivalent, in all 50 states, including
California. (Ex. 2) There are no agricultural problems
(e.g., poultry) in other states. This has been confirmed

in writing by the Department of Agriculture, or equivalent,
in all 50 states, including California. (Ex. 3)

There is not a single known ... diminution in New

Zealand that can be regarded as definitely and solely due

to (ferrets and other) Mustelids. . . . An authoritative survey

in 1973 concluded, ‘It is actually difficult to attribute the decline

of any native bird directly to Mustelids.’”
Carolyn King, Ph.D., Scientific Editor
Royal Society of New Zealand
"Immigrant Killers" p. 106

MASSACHUSETTS:

“To our knowledge there are not now, nor have ever been,
any known feral populations of Domestic Ferrets in
Massachusetts. "

Richard Cronin, Director

Dept. of Fisheries & Wildlife
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Letter, October 8, 1987

Page 1



STATEMENT

4. "A wild population of ferrets developed (in
Washington) on the San Juan Island..."

5. a. "By 1985 the European rabbit was decimated
(by Domestic Ferrets) on San Juan Island...

b. ... as was the native mink population on

San Juan Island.”

6. "California’s restrictive laws (on ferrets)
are suddenly becoming the model to which
other states look with envy.”

7. "Wild ferrets decimated a population of
endangered terns (in Massachusetts)."”

Ferrets.si2

303
COMMENTARY

WASHINGTON:
"There are no ferrets living in Washington that prey upon
native wildlife.”

Thomas C. Juelson, Ph.D.

Nongame Program Manager

Dept. of Wildlife

State of Washington

Letter, April 14, 1988

Domestic Ferrets were deliberately
released in the late 70°s in-thémwetid in the San Juan  ——
Islands in an effort to control exotic European
rabbits. This introduced population dwindled down and
disappeared by the mid 80°%.

Juelson letter, 4/14/88

"The San Juan rabbit population ... suffered a decline

associated with reduced reproduction ... possibly

(of) a specific disease of the reproductive tracts...”
W. Frederick Stevens, May, 1982

"Mink are vicious fighters ... the attempt of a ferret
to attack a mink is .... unlikely to be repeated.”

V. Jean Fitzgerald, Ph.D.

Dept. of Biology

University of Iowa

Letter, February 2, 1997

Other states began abolishing restrictions on Domestic
Ferrets in 1985 (Maine) and by 1995 California was the
only remaining state on the continent where ferrets
were not legal. -

"There has never been a recorded case of tern predation
by a ferret in Massachusetts. In fact, I have never
heard of such a case anywhere in North America.”
Thomas W. French, Ph.D.
Assistant Director
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife
Letter, February 19, 1991

Page 2
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. "EXHI 2
Mémoradndum BIT 435 30"(

To ., Harold Cribbs, Executive Secretaly

Date - February 26, 1986
Fish and Game Commission

from : Dapartment of Fish and Game

Subject : Requested Analysis of Potential Problems Associated With Commisgsion
Authorization to Utilize European Ferrets for Pet Purposes in Califormia

The Fish and Game Commissioﬁ, at their November 1, 1985 meeting in San Diego,
requested an in-depth analysis of potential problems anticipated if the
Commission authorized the importation and possession of European Ferrers for pet
purposes in Califormia. At that same meeting, the Commission approved the
request of Paul and Gloria Himmelberger to possess two neutered female ferrets.

Section 2116.5 of the Fish and Game Code clearly identifies the intent of the
State Legislature as that section reads, io part, "...It is the incention of the
Legislature that the importationm, transportation, and possession of wild animals
shall be regulated to protect the health and welfare of wild animals captured,
imported, transported, or possessed to reduce the depletion of wildlife
populations, to protect the native wildlife and agricultural interests of this
state against damage from the existence at large of certain wild snimals, and to
protect the public health and safety in this state." The Legislature also
emphasizes the prevention of damage tO pative wildlife and agricultural
{nterests in Sections of the Fish and Game Code:

2118 (b) "... families Viverridae and Mustelidae in the order Carmivora .
are restricted because such animals are undesirable and a menace toO
pative wildlife, the agricultural interests of the state, or to the
public health or safety.” (the family Viverridae includes mongooses

apd Mustelidae includes ferrets);

2120 directs the Fish and Game Commission to prbmulga:e regulations in
cooperation with the Department of Food and Agriculture "... to preveat
damage to the native wildlife or agricultural interests of the
gtate...".

The Departments of Health Services, Food and Agriculture and Fish and Game all
provided position statements to the Fish and Game Commission at their November
1985 meeting that unanimously"reques:ed-the»Commissiou to retain exiscing
tegdlacions that restrict the importatiom, transportation and possession of
ferrets in California. All three Departments are prepared to reaffirm that
upanimous position after holding two investigative/coordination meetings; one
with the ferret owner”s representative and ome with U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Apimal Damage Control representative. Additional information relating to the
undesirability of ferrets has been aggembled that support am even scrouger
statement from the three Departments.

96003350
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sold Cribbs -2-

The Department of Fish and Game is opposed to the addition of female ferrets,
even when neutered, to the present exemption that allows neutered males
(Section 671.2, Title l4) under Department permit. We believe that a
rectraction of any of the present restrictions om ferrets will result in
numerous wild populations of ferrets becoming established in California to the
serious detriment of native mustelids and a great many species of native birds.

This Department”s position is based on problems caused by wild populations of
European ferrets in other states and countries. California has had minimal
problems to date and we would like to keep it that way. Wild populacions of
European ferrets have greatly reduced certain native populations of birds in
New Zealand. Two states, Massachusetts and Washington are examples of states
with ferret problems. Ome had laws to regulate wild animal possession before
their problems (Washington) and the other (Massachusetts) adopted laws after
their. ferret problems developed.- The State of Massachusetts has adopted a law
that is somewhat similar to the California restrictions against ferrets because
1) ferrets were being used illegally to hunt game birds and mammals and 2) wild
ferrets decimated a population of endangered terms. The State of Washington
has restrictive laws against wild animals ownership (Dr. Stanley L. Diesch,
DVM, 1982) like Califorumia and does not have a ferret problem on the mainland.
However, European ferrets were purpos:ly released on the Sam Juan Island,
Washington to control European rabbits.(a pest species). A wild populacion of
ferrets developed during the mid to late 70”s that produced 2 road kills (by
vehicles) per year in 1977, & road kills in “78 and 15 in “79 (Report ~ San
Juan Enviroomental Studies, W.F. Stevens, October 15, 1979). By 1985 the
European rabbit, once a common pest, was decimated as was the native mink
population on San Juan Island (phoned report, Robert Everett, December 1985).

Assemblywoman Mojonnier and Assemblyman J. Lewis and J. Eaves have written to
indicate their support of the ferret owners interests. We are oot aware of
any proposed legislation to change the Fish and Game Code to relax regulations
affecting ferrets, however, we will be surprised 1f such legislation isn’t
introduced in the near future.

As ferrets are becoming more numerous across the nationm, Califormia’s
restrictive laws are suddenly becoming the model to which other states look
with eavy. We are thankful for the foresighted wisdom that recommended
restrictive laws to regulate the importatiom, transportation and possession of
European ferrets in California. We are indebted to the California Legislature
and the Administracion that approved and adopted these lawvs.

ecc: Kenneth W. Kizer, MD., MPH
Director of Health Services
Clare Berryhill, Director
Department of Food and Agriculture

FGOO03351
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Commdnwenlrh of Massachusertrts |
Divisiomof
Fisheries &YWEldiife

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director
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20 February 1991

William B. Phillips

The California Domestic Ferret Association
P.0. Box 18468 .

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Your report that there are certain colonies of qround-dwellidq terns in
Massachusetts that have suffered depredation by domestic Yerrets comes as a
surprise to this agency.

The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife has coordinated the annual
survey of all tern colonies in the state for many years. These surveys
currently monitor nearly 14,000 pairs of Tour tern species at about 70 sites.
Although predation and colony disruption by striped skunk, raccoon, and red
fox is frequently encountered, there has never been a recorded case of tern
predation by a ferret in Massachusetts. I[n fact, [ have never heard of such a
case anywhere in North America.

Our State Ornithologist, Brad Blodget, feels that he may have been the source
of the seeds from which this report has evolved. Brad remembers a phone
conversation with a person that he believes represented the California
Department of Fish & Game that occurred about 1980. The person in California
was calling to ask if domestic ferrets were legal to keep as pets in
Massachusetts and was interested to learn of any wildlite problems that might
have been caused by ferrets,

Ferrets were not (and are still not) legal to keep as pets, and Brad was
unaware of any wildlife problems caused by Terrets in Massachusetts. However,
Brad remembers relating a law enforcement case wnich had recently occurred in
which a Mr. John McGraw operated a boat service from the mainland of Cape Cod
to Monomoy Island which was then our largest tern colony. Mr. McGraw illegally
possessed a ferret and took it with him on all of his boat trips. UWhen
efforts were made by law enforcement officers to seiie this ferret, the
welfare of the Monomoy tern colony was cited as a particular concern in this
case. When asked by the person Trom.California 1T he thought the escape of
this ferret on Monomoy Island could have been disruptive to the tern colony,
Brad stated. that he thought it could have been.

Although Brad stated his concerns that 3 Terret 1n a tern colony would likely
be disruptive, to date no ferret has ever been documented within a colony.

&  Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

//% F QAL 100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02202 (617) 727-9194, (617) 727-3151
' m\ﬁ— An Agency of the Department of Fishuries, Wildlite & Environmental Law Enforcement
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W.B. Phillips B
Ferrets\2/720/%91 %:

Please let me know if I can help clarity any other questions that you may nave £
about ferrets or wildlife in Massachusetts. : L

Sincerely,

=/ W Zonn

Thomas W. French, Ph.D.
Assistant Director/and Director,
Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

TWF/dll

o
i

PLEASE NOTE: MASSACHUSETTS FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE HAS
CO-AUTHORED A BILL TO LEGALIZE NEUTERED
AND SPAYED FERRETS IN MASSACHUSETTS. THAT
BILL IS NOW IN THE LEGISLASURE, AND IS
EXPECTED TO PASS EASILY.




QUESTIONABLE STATEMENTS IN LETTER TO SENATOR KOPP

EXHIBIT 46

FROM THE CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME
"MARCH 9, 1990

STATEMENT NO. 1

“"(Domestic) Ferrets have established wild
populations in other states."

* STATEMENT NO. 2

" ... substantiated our fear that ferrets
could survive and breed in the wilds of
California."

STATEMENT NO. 3

* ... Ferrets will prey on poultry, ... ."

FerretsiFerrets. Stz

Butall

FACT

There are no wild populations of domestic ferrets
in other states. All 50 states, including
California, have so stated in writing.

FACT

"All available information to date indicates that
a feral population of ferrets does not occur in
California."

Henry J. Voss, Director

Dept. of Food & Agriculture

State of California

Letter, June 26, 1989

FACT

All three poultry associations in California state
in writing that they have had no problem with
ferrets and have no objections to a bill legalizing
Domestic Ferrets in this State.

Letters in "Ferret Legalization

in California" Book of Exhibits

2,09
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STATEMENT NO. 4 ‘ FACT
"(Domestic) Ferrets pose a threat to ... All 50 states, including California, have
agriculture ... ." stated, in writing, that ferrets are no threat

to agriculture in their state.

FACT

"We have not received any reports of damage to
agriculture by ferrets."
Henry J. Voss, Director.
Dept. of Food & Agriculture
State of California
Letter, June 26, 1989 (attached)

Ferrcts\Ferrets.Sta 2




February 23, 1990 : . -

Mr. Peter Bontadelli
pirector

Department of Fish and Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Bontadelli:

I write in behalf of a constituent, Ms. Mary Wolfe of
pacifica, respecting the prohibition against the ownership of
ferrets in California.. )

Ms. Wolfe informs me that ferrets are .domestic animals
that do not survive in the wild. She ingquires how these animals
could damage CXOPpS and compete with other species of wildlife if
they are completely domesticated. Do recent documented examples
exist of the ferrets' adverse effect on California?

I write to reguest an inquiry inéo_the matter and would

310

appreciate being apporised of the results of your investigation at -

your earliest opportunity. Thank you for your time and
attention.

Sincerely yours,

QUENTIN L. KOPP

c: Ms. Mary Wolfe

FG002010
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" STATE OF CAUFORNIA—THE RESOURCES AGENCY

lo\ . MARK 1L & 193V LA/ L 1/3‘\

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

P.O. BOX 944209
SACRAMENTO,. CAUFORNIA  94244-2090

(916) 445-3531

The Honorable Quentin Kopp
Member of the Senate
State Capitol, Room 3056
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Senator Xopp:

MAR 09 1820

B

This letter is in response to your recent inquiry |, about legalizing
the possession of ferrets in California.

California has a responsibility primarily tc.its native wildlife
and, therefore, is concerned about allowing ferrets into the
State. A number of wild animals, including ferrets, have been

prohibited in california since 1935.

Ferrets are prohibited

because they pose a threat to native wildlife, agriculture, and

public health and safety.

The Legislature and the Fish and Game Commission decided long ago
that the possible consequences of introducing an exotic animal
into the wild, even if that possibility is remote, is not worth
our taking a chance. We know ferrets have established wild
populations and are threatening native wildlife in other states.
In fact, we have even received reports of feral populations of
ferrets in California. A few years ago, the discovery of a ferret
kitten near its dead mother, in the wilds of Kern County,
substantiated our fear that ferrets could survive and breed in the
wilds of California. We feel that these situations indicate
California is justified in restricting the importation and
possession of ferrets. After receiving public testimony, the
California Fish and Game Commission adopted regulations to not

allow ferrets into California.

California’s poultry industry supplies much of the poultry to the

eleven western states. Since most of the mustelides,

including

ferrets, will prey on poultry, the California Department of Food
and Agrlculture supports our prohibition against importing or

possessing ferrets.

FG002008
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The Honorable Quentin Kopp -2= MAR 101320

The California Department of Health Services has gone on record as
supporting prohibitions against importing and possessing ferrets
because of known cases of rabid ferrets in California. While
feline rabies vaccines are used on ferrets, there is no vaccine
specifically tested and approved for ferrets. This, coupled with
a number of attacks by ferrets on young children in recent years,
leaves us more concerned than ever about allowing ferrets into
California.

The Defenders of Wildlife and other conservation organizations
also support California’s position on banning ferrets.

For these reasons, we feel not allowing ferrets into California is
appropriate. If you have any other questions, our staff has
accumulated considerable literature on the subject whlch we would
be pleased to share with you. !

Sincerely, R
Ozt §igmac by

(:&/J? ?, .,gyﬂ

Pete Bontadelli
Director

CUSHMAN:sl:bs

File: D, EXFILE, LU, W & cHroN

WS #12, C:37 REF. L-802

cGo02709
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EXHIBIT 47

ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS A THREAT TO WATERFOWL?

Bas SN

In the California Department of Fish and Game letter and Ferret Fact
Sheet of March 30, 1994, Boyd Gibbons, Director, states:

"Ferrets prey upon ... waterfowl ...."

All available evidence from both private and government sources indicates
that this statement is false. See attached report.

Ferrets/Ferret.Stm
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Californians For Ferret Legalization

An Umbrella Organization Representing Hundreds of Thousands of Ferret Enthusiasts in California

DOMESTIC FERRETS ARE NOT A THREAT TO WATER FOWL
(OR ANY OTHER NATIVE WILDLIFE)

WHO SAYS SO?

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
"The Domestic Ferret is not considered a threat to water fowl."
Letter, March 6, 1996

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.
" we are unaware of any locations in the United States where domestic ferrets

currently constitute a major direct threat to waterfowl. ..."
Letter, May 9, 1996

Delta Waterfowl Foundation
"Lloyd Jones, the Vice President of Delta Waterfowl and a waterfowl biologist
__informed me that he has never heard of any problem with domestic ferrets
destroying waterfow! (duck) eggs. and in conducting our predator research these
past two years, we have never encountered any domestic ferrets in the fields."
Letter, February 11, 1997

Delta Waterfowl Foundation
"Delta is currently undertaking the largest project ever conducted on the effects
of predators on duck production.”
Delta Waterfowl Report
Summer, 1996

Page 1

Ferrets\DomFerr.stm

3000 Sand Hill Road. 4-145 Menlo Park. CA 94025 Tel/415 854-7784 Fax/415 854-0213
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North Dakota Game and Fish Department
"I am not aware of any Domestic Ferret depredation on migratory game bird nests

in North Dakota."
Michael A. Johnson, Supervisor

Migratory Game Bird Management
Fax, February 11, 1997

Northern Prairie Science Center
United States Department of Interior

"In the 30 year history of research conducted by Northern Prairie Science Center
on nesting waterfowl, Domestic Ferrets have never been identified nor considered

as a predator of duck nests."
Marsha A. Sovada

Wildlife Biologist
Letter, February 19, 1997

Greylodge Wildlife Area

"In my 50 years at the Greylodge Wildlife Area (a large and well-known
waterfow] hunting area in California) I have never seen a Domestic Ferret.”

John Cowan
Former Manager

Letters available on request.

Page 2
Ferrets\DomFerr.stm
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EXHIBIT 48

ARE DOMESTIC FERRETS A THREAT TO THE POULTRY INDUSTRY?

ONE SIDE THE OTHER SIDE
California Dept. of Fish & Game
California Dept. of Health Services _

e

"Ferrets ... prey on ... small livestock, including "We have not received any reports of damage to

poultry ... ." agriculture by ferrets."
Boyd Gibbons, Director Henry J. Voss, Director
California Dept. of Fish & Game California Dept. of Food & Agriculture
Letter and Ferret Fact Sheet Letter, June 26, 1989

March 25, 1994

"The California Poultry Industry would be very
seriously impacted by ferrets."

Jack C. Parnell, Director "QOur Board felt that allowing Domestic Ferrets to

California Dept. of Fish & Game be owned as pets will not threaten or hurt the

Letter, May 12, 1987 California Poultry industry."

Bill Mattos, President

"Ferrets ... are especially destructive of California Poultry Industry Federation
poultry... ." Letter, February 3, 1994

"Pet European Ferrets:...", p.ii

California Dept. of Health Services

December, 1988 "We are not opposed to AB 2497 (Bill legalizing

ferrets) at this time and do not expect that

there will be a change in that position."
Richard C. Matters, Exec. Vice
President
Pacific Egg & Poultry Association
Letter, March 7, 1994

Page 1 . Ferrets\Exhibit.48
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“INDUSTRY'S VOICE OF THE WEST"

Pacific Egg & Poultry Association

1620 N. Carpenter R, SBulic A4 Modesto, CA 95381-1148
209/524-9666 FAX: 209/524-3047

March 7, 1994

The Honorable Jan Goldsmith

California State Assembly

Room 2002 . -
State Capitol :
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Goldsmith:

We have polled the Pacific Egg and Poultry Association Board of Directors with
regard to your bill AB 2497. Although our polling is not completed, we have found
there is little 1o no concern about your bill placing the poultry and egg industries in '
jeopardy. : -

In light of the above we are not opposed to AB 2497 at this ime and do not expect
that there will be a change in that position. )

Should you have any questions you may call me at (916) 4412272,

Sincerel

{2, 7z

Richard L. Matteis
Executive Vice President
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February 3, 1994

The Honorable Jan Goldsmith

Assemblyman, 75th District -

Room 2002

State Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814 -

Dear Assemblyman Goldsmith:
- 1 am writing to inform you that our Executive Committee confirmed this week that the

California Poultry Industry Federation does not oppose your legislation, AB 2497,
regarding domestic ferrets.

Our board felt that allowin domestic ferrets tO be o 111 not threaten of hurt

ur supports the requirement in your t says
= owner of a ferret intains, and can produce, documentation showing that the ferret

has been yaccinated against rabies with 8 /accine approved for use in ferrets by the United
States Deparmment of Agriculture and administered in accordance with the recommendation

of the vaccine manufac A

Please phone me at your convenience if you should have any questions and/or concerms.

BILL MATI‘OS
President

3117-A Mec ENRY AVE.
MODESTO, CA 95350
TEL. (209) 576.6355
FAX. (209) 576-6119
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EXHIBIT 49

"PET EUROPEAN FERRETS: A HAZARD TO PUBLIC HEALTH,
SMALL LIVESTOCK AND WILDLIFE"

California Department of Health Services

This report, prepared at the request of the Department of Fish and Game, was not based on
contemporary, spontaneous reports from the field. Rather, it was retrospective’and anecdotal in nature.
The limitations of such an "after-the-fact” approach are easily recognizable.

Retrospective Reports

The U.S. Public Health Service comments on the limitations of retrospective study designs as
follows:

" ... important confounding variables may be difficult to identify and adjust for, clinical

* outcome is already known and may influence the measurement and interpretation of data
(observer bias), and participants may have difficulty in accurately recalling past medical
history and previous exposures (recall by us). " Report of U.S. Preventive Services Task
Force, 1989.

Anecdotal Reports

Anecdotal information is almost useless from the standpoint of scientific inquiry. Stanford
University expert, L.E. Moses comments as follows:

"The limitations of the anecdote are quite substantial, and include:
incompleteness of coverage, absence of denominator information [i.e.,
total number of events or cases], nonstandard observation, and, if not
written up as a case report, liability to distortion over time, both through
memory degradation and transmission €rrors. " (L.E. Moses: International
Journal of Technology Assessment & Health Care 2:27, 1986.)

LA

In other words, "The plural of ’anecdote’ is not 'data.

Ferrets.Exhibit.49 Page 1
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This was, in effect, an advocacy piece, requested by the Department of Fish and Game to
support their long-standing policy against ferrets. It was never peer--reviewed. Graham Wellstead,
published author and lecturer on the Domestic Ferret (see qualifications, Ex. 18) who is listed several
times in this report as a source of their information, called much of it "nonsense."

K.R. Marshall, DVM, writes as follows:

"] was astonished when I learned about calling the authors (Drs. Kizer and Constantine)
that they freely acknowledged that they were engaged to especially write a biased report
in order to discredit the use of ferrets as pets. Specifically, I was advised that the
authors’ clear instructions were to write a sensationalist 'National Enquirer’ type of
report which would paint the ferret in a negative light. Furthermore, the authors
acknowledged that they have been long-time foes of use of ferrets as pets, and believe
their engagement to prepare this report was principally because of that long-term
opposition." -

No Control Groups For Comparison

Finally, the Department of Health Services report fails to use a "control” or comparison group.
Ferrets are reviewed without comparison to other commonly owned house pets, such as the dog or cat,
which are known to impose risks to humans. Such a deficiency in a study design makes it of -
questionable usefulness. The report refers to "425 ferret attacks spanning the 10 year period 1977
through 1987" in California, Oregon and Arizona alone. During the same time period, 1978-1988,
the Journal of American Veterinary Medical Association reported only 12 serious bite injuries by ferrets
in the entire United States (see below).

The enormous disparity in figures provides a very interesting contrast.
"... statistics were compiled from 1978--1988 and were reported on a yearly basis:
between 1 and 3 million dog bites, compared to 65 ferret bites in 10 years. Serious bite
injuries were recorded as 44,000/per year for dogs and 12/per year for ferrets. Severe
facial injuries requiring plastic or reconstructive surgery numbering 16,000/per year for
dogs and 12/per year for ferrets ..." Journal of American Veterinary Medical
Association. 193 (9:1031, 1988)

Other states didn’t seem to have a very high regard for the report. After it was published in
1988, the several remaining states with restrictions on ferrets started lifting the ban and by 1996
California was the only state left on the continent with such restrictions.

This report is remarkable for the extent of its errors. There is hardly a page lacking in
misinformation of one sort or another.

Ferrets. Exhibit.49 Page 2
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EXHIBIT 50

THE EXPERIENCE OF THOSE STATES WHICH HAVE LIFTED THE BAN
ON DOMESTIC FERRETS

Since 1984 all states on the continent which had previously banned the domestic ferret Iegahzed
domestic ferrets in their state, except California.

State Legalization

Alaska 1984 (LETTWC ON fme)
Maine 1985

Georgia 1990

Vermont 1991

New Hampshire 1992

Utah 1993

Michigan 1994

Massachusetts 1996

In the attached letters all of these states report that no feral populations have developed and that
there have been no negative impacts to agriculture or native wildlife.

Ferrets.Exhibit.50
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Inland Fisheries &

Iniand Fisheries & Wildlife

- 284 State Street Phone; 207-287-5252
I 41 State House Station FAX: 207-287-6395
Augusta ME 04333-0041 email: henry.hilton@state.me.us

Tuesday, April 28, 1998

Floyd L. Carley

Californians For Ferret Legalization
3000 Sand Hill Road

4-145 Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley: .

With regard to your recent inquiry, we have no information to suggest that the
recent status change for ferrets in Maine has any impact on native wildlife or wildlife
habitat in this State. The relatively low number of animals mvolved the extreme
(winter) climate, and the low incidence of their release into the wild may account for this

neutral stance at this time.

The concern for public health and safety has been the greatest concern and
efforts have been made to regulate the exposure of ferrets to the public. However, at this
time, frankly, the private ownership of domestic ferrets as pets is not an issue of concern

to this agfncy

-

Smcepely‘c\'

Henry Hllton
Staff Wildlife Biologist

cc: Commissioner Lee Perry
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L orics . Barrtt, Commissioner Georgia Department of Natural Resources

David Waller, Director !B!l " E B D. . »

Game Management Section

2150 Dawsonville Highway, Gainesville, Georgia 30501
(770) 535-5700

February 2, 1998

Floyd L. Carley
3000 Sand Hill Road 4-145
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley: -

This is in response to your request for information regarding
ferrets in Georgia. Your interest is appreciated.

Georgia law prohibits possession of ferrets as pets unless
they are neutered. Therefore, the risk of feral populations of
ferrets becoming established from domestic stock is minimal. To
our knowledge, no feral populations of ferrets exist in Georgia and
there have been no reported negative impacts to agriculture or
native wildlife.

If you have inquiries in the future regarding ferrets or other
exotic animals, please contact Mr. Ken Riddleberger at 2070 U.S.
Highway 278 SE, Social Circle, GA 30025 or by phone at (770)918-

6404.
Sincerely.,
i 3
BAZ/ i
Bill Fletcher
Regional Supervisor
BF:kp

cc: Ken Riddleberger
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State of Vermont AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOURCES

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
103 South Main Street, 10 South
Waterbury, Vermont 05671-0501

Department of Fish and Wildiife
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation
Department of Environmental Conservation

Tel.: (802) 241-3700
TDD: 1-800-253-0191

February 9, 1998

Mr. Floyd L. Carley -
Californians For Ferret Legalization
3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley:

I am responding to your enquiry about ferrets, dated January 30, 1998. To the best of my
knowledge, there are no feral populations of ferrets in Vermont.

Sincerely,

@CMJ Vg

Ronald J. Regan
Director of Wildlife

RIR/Ih

CC: Allen A. Elser, Commissioner

Equal Opportunity Empioyer

P e VEE e RacraiFacuy lar (Oiegafasa M SAarieafiad [ lannghary
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State of New Hampshire
Fish and Game Department

2 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301
TOD Accesa Relay NH 1.800.735.2964
(603) 271 3421

Wayne E. Verter
Executive Director

March 16, 1998

Mr. William B. Phillips

California Domestic Ferrct Association
PO Box 1368

Healdsburg, CA 95448

Dear Mr. Phillips: ..
I received yvour questionnaire last week and should apologize for the delay in retuming
the results to you.

Domesticated {errets are legal to own in this state.

Ferrets were legalized in NH in 1992,

Ferrets have never had any verified adverse effects on wildlife populations in NH.
Does not apply.

No adverse etfects on agriculture by ferrets has ever occurred.

Does notapply.

Ownership of [crrets has had no quuntifiablc adverse cffects on public health in NH.
Docs not apply.

There are no accounts of ferrets preying upon wildfow! or their eggs in NIL

10 Does not apply.

11. T'here has been no quantiiiable negative impuct of ferrets on shelters in NH.

12, Does not apply.

S R

The previous ban on ferret ownership had no overall impact on this ageney’s operation or
relations with the public. ‘The actual caseload or number of incidents annually were negligible
and therefore it would be impossible o show a fiscal impact.

The person completing this survey is Steve Wheeler, Riologist, NiL Fish and Game
Department, 2 Hazen Drive. Concord, N 03301, You may reach mc at (603) 271-2501 or fax
number (603) 271-1438.

Stncerely,

PRV

Steve Wheeler
Wildlife Biologist

Discover Y New Humpshire

Swivl



Californians For Ferret Legalization

An Umbrella Organization Representing Hundreds of Thousands of Ferret Enthusiasts in California

January 30, 1998

Kenneth D. Elowe

Mammals Program Coordinator

State of Utah _

Natural Resources/Wildlife Resources

1596 West North Temple -

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116-3154

Dear Mr. Elowe:

I am writing to ask if any feral populations have developed or if
there has been any documented impact on agriculture or native wildlife since the
domestic ferret was legalized in your State in 1993?

Sincerely,

rioyd L. Cariey

FLC:jw

* one -H,/‘llf we arec WQ‘VO +o d@w’-c.
T 2-U-27

Ferrets\State.Lrs

3000 Sand Hill Road. 4-145 Menlo Park. CA 94025 Tel/415 854-7784 Fax/415 854-0213



STATE OF MICHIGAN 3 7—7
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NATURAL RESOURCES )
COMMISSION
JERRY C. BARTNIK @
KEITH J. CHARTERS
A A ToN SOWARDS, JR. JOHN ENGLER, Governor REPLY TO:
B L RFET DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES D s
LLOYD F. WEEKS STEVENS T MASON BUILDING, PO BOX 30028, LANSING M! 48909-7528 LANSING Ml 48509-7944
WEBSITE: www.dnr.state.mi.us
K. L. COOL., Director
February 27, 1998

Mr. Floyd L. Carley

Californians For Ferret Legalization

3000 Sand Hill Road, 4-145

Menlo Park, California 94025 .

Dear Mr. Carley:

Thank you for your letter requesting information on ferrets in Michigan.

We know of no feral populations of ferrets in Michigan since they were legalized and have no
documentation that they have yet caused any problems with domestic animals or native wildlife

species.

It must be remembered that it has only been a relatively short time since ferrets were legalized,
and it would likely take several years for a noticeable wild ferret population to develop.
Therefore, we need to be somewhat cautious in stating that they will not cause problems in the
future or that feral populations will not result.

R 1026E (Rev. 11/97)

Sincerely,

6/ ’, ﬁ‘}”l/‘»
el = 7 oLl
Thomas F. Weise
Endangered Species Coordinator
Wildlife Division
517-373-1263
weiset@state.mi.us



Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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Divisionof
Fisheries &Wildlife

Wayne F. MacCallum, Director
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February 10, 1998

Floyd L. Carley

Californians for Ferret Legalization
3000 Sand Hill Road -
4-145 Menlo Park, CA 94025

Dear Mr. Carley:

In response to your inquiry of January 30, 1998 there have been no feral populations
established or any documented impact on agriculture or native wildlife by domestic ferrets
since their legalization as pets in this state in 1996. We do find strays and occasional road
killed pets, but there is no evidence that any of these animals has survived for any period
of time or ever taken a wild food item. .

If you have any further questions, I can be reached at (508)792-7270, ext. 163.
Sincerely,

Tl Fren

Thomas W. French, Ph.D.
Assistant Director

Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

Route 135, Westborough, MA 01581 Tel: (508) 792-7270 x 200 Fax: (508) 792-7275
An Agency of the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Law Enforcement
htto://www.state.ma.us/dfwele
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EXHIBIT 51

VERTEBRATE MUSEUM

*HIPPENSBURG sH!FrensBURG. PENNSYLVANIA 17257 [/ (717) 532-1407
D] JNIVERSITY

OF PENNSYLVANIA

28 February 1986

Mr. Robert L. Smith
4350 Executive Drive
Suite 231

San Diego, CA 92121

Dear Mr. Smith:

This letter is in response to our telephone conversations of 19 and 20 February
1986, regarding the forthcoming administrative proceedings on the status of the
domestic ferret to be held by the California Department of Fish and Game. In -
reviewing this matter, I see three pertinent questions that need to be addressed.
@ne involves the taxonomic status of the domestic ferret. The second concerns
swhether the animal in question is, in fact, domesticated. The third is whether
these animals, after having escaped or been released by their owners, have the
potential to found feral populations that would pose a threat to native species of
wildlife in California.

The taxonomic status of the domestic ferret has been addressed in three recent
publications on mammalian taxonomy. In all three cases, the suthors refer to the
European ferret as the domestic ferret. Corbet (1978) designates the domestic ferret
3s Mustela putorius-furo; whereas,'Corbet and H{1l (1980) refer to the domestic ferret
as Mustels furo. Honacki et al. (1982) do not accord full specific status to
M. furo, but refer to it in their coverage of the polecat (Mustela putorius) and the
‘steppe polecat (M. eversmanni). The former is considered to be the "probable ancestor
of domestic ferret, furo', whereas the latter is considered to be the “possible
ancestor of domestic ferret, furo". It is evident from these assessments that .
wmammalian taxonomists believe the domestic ferret to be distinct from any of the

wild mustelids.

There also seems to be little doubt the animal in question is .domenticated.
Kowalski (1976) lists the ferret as one of three apecien af dnmoat {rated sovalvadoe,
the others being the dog and cat. One af the prohlems that we, ae Americars, hn;-_ a1
in dealing with this question is that these animals have not been part of our cu ;ut
history. Nevertheless, the ferret has been kept and bred as a domesticated ani:sd
for centuries in Europe and vestern-Asia..  Bwer (1973) notes that Strabo describe o
the use of ferrets to flush rabbits from their burrows, and that Aristotle mention
how easily tamed they were. Kowalski (1976) ‘reports that the ferret has been kzoun
as a domesticated animal in Palestine since at least 1000 years B.C., and that c?
use in Europe dates from the Middle Ages. Kowalski further notes that the ferret's

-

FGO0024%
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role in fighting rodents was gradually eclipsed by the domestic cat. Such coaments

document a considerable history of domestication in the ferrer.

The fanily Mustelidae is comprised of many of the most efficient and
intractable of the modern carmivores. "This is especially true of members of the
subfanmily, Mustelinae, of which the domestic ferret is a member. The fact that the
domestic ferret evinces such an incredibly docile nature suggests a long history of
intense artificial selection to produce a domesticated animal that has virtually
none of the aggressive tenduncies of its clowe relatives. While a doctoral candidate
o8 Bichigen tate tuivernity, | had uccastun to work at some length with several
Lerrets that had buen confiscaced by the Department of Natural Resources from hunters
in northern Michigan. These animals seemed to crave contact with humans and would
follow us wherever we went at The Museum. What amazed me most was the fact that no
matter howv roughly we handled them, they would never bite. In this respect, their
deportment was far superior to that of many dogs and cats. Ever since that first
contact with deomestic ferrets, I have considered thea to be a superior pet,

Inazmuch as all domesticated animals are derived from wild, free-living
ancestors, virtually all of them retain some potential for establishing feral
populations. The probability of this happening varies substantially among species.
We know that the frequency of feral populations i¥ high in pigs, goats, horses, dogs,
and cats. The potential for successfully establishing feral populations decreases
An proportion to the degree to which a species or breed has diverged from its
ancestral phenotype. For example, breeds of dogs developed for hunting are much
more likely to establish feral pupulations than are such breeds as the Chihuahua and
Pekinese. Civen the docile temparament avinced by domeatic ferrets and their ‘strong
bonding to humans, the probability of their establishing feral populations would appear
to be considerably less than that of many other species. The apparent paucity of
feral populations of the domestic ferret would seem to confirm this assessment.

‘A8 I recall from our conversations, one of the concerns of the California
Department of Fish and Game is the possibility of ferrets establishing feral
pPopulations in the state and wreaking havoc on the native fauna. I also understand
that this concern is occasioned by the establishment of feral populations of ferrets
in New Zealand and apparently on San Juan Island in Washington. One must remember
that both of these examples are from islands, and as such they are not necessarily.
comparable to what can or will occur in mainland gituations. Because of the
fundamental differences between islands and mainlands in terms of their physical
characteristics, geological histories, and especially the evolutionary histories of
their biotas, it is not valid to use data from islands to make predictions about what

might or might not happen in mainland situations, or vice versa.

As exemplified by New Zealand, a key characteristic of islands is that their
faunas often evolve in the absence of terrestrial predators. Not having ever had to
evolve adaptations and behaviors to avoid predators, island species typically have no
innate defenses against them. Thus, it is not surprising that island species are at
the mercy of introduced predators, such as cats, dogs, mongooses, and weasels, and
consequently have suffered severe derredations following the introduction of exotic

predators.

N :\3024"
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Page Three

This is not the case in mainland biotas, where native prey species have
coevolved with predators and thereby have evolved various strategies to avoid
predation. OCiven the fact that California’s native prey species have evolved in a
rigorous selective environment characterized by a diverse assembledge of native
predators, it is extremely unlikely, if not highly improbable, that domestic ferrets
would have any significant negative impact on native California species, even 1if
they could establish viable populations in the wild. It must be remembered that the
rigorous seslective envirornment that produces highly adapted prey species also places
correspondingly harsh envirommental demands on predators. In view of the docile
temperament of domestic fertets, I seriously doubt that they would stand much of a
chance of surviving in.the wild in mainland California when faced with the dual
problems of having to capture highly efficient prey species, vhile at the same time
being subjected to predation from a host of native predators, such as coyotes,
foxes, bobcats, hawks, owls, and eagles.

I hope that you will find this assessment of the domestic ferret useful in
your dealings with the California Department of Pish and Game during its administrative
reviev of the status of the domestic ferret in California. I have enclosed for your

files 8 copy of my current curriculum vitae.

Sincerely,

Gorddn L. Kirklan r., Ph.D.

purn:or/?rofessor of Biology R
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EXHIBIT 52

BRIEFING--PACIFIC RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR PUBLIC POLICY
MAY, 1996

Ferreting Out The Facts On The California Department of Fish & Game’s War on the Domestic Ferret
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PACIFIC =
FARCH =

FOR PUBLIC POLICY

Ferreting out the Facts on the California
Department of Fish & Game’s War on
the Domestic Ferret

Féi‘fg‘i‘(ttls) 989-24 : A by Michael Lynch,
o - SH Public Policy Fellow
May 1996

Executive Summary

The Domestic Ferret, which is considered a pet in
the 48 other continental states, is illegal in
California. This prohibition posed few problems
for many years. But as ferrets have become popular
pets nationwide, California’s law is now causing
senseless problems for California residents and
visitors from other states. As a result, there is a
movement to properly classify the Domestic Ferret
as domestic, and permit the ownership of neutered
and spayed ferrets. The California Department of
Fish and Game (DFG), the California Department
of Health Services (CDHS), and the California
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
oppose the legalization of ferrets in California.
The main reasons for this opposition are ferrets’
supposed threat to native wildlife if they escape or
go feral, their threat to people from attacks and
disease, and their threat to California’s poultry
industry. To support these assertions, these
agencies rely primarily on a 1988 report from

. CDHS entitled “Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to
Public Health, Small Livestock and Wildlife.”

There is perhaps another reason why the DFG
refuses to recognize that ferrets are domestic

animals. As the Legislative Intent Service has
verified, the DFG was not created to have any
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jurisdiction over domestic animals. That is why even though cats often prey on
wild animals, the DFG still does not regulate them. It is virtually beyond dispute
that Domestic Ferrets are domestic, not wild. Yet perhaps due to bureaucratic
turf hoarding, the DFG refuses to accede to this fact. If it did, it would have one
less critter under its control.

This briefing reviews available evidence and finds the state’s case lacking in
merit. The CDHS report was so full of exaggerations, mischaracterizations, and
sloppy methodology, that even an expert source on which it relied wrote a six
page letter refuting its thesis and characterizing some of its conclusions as
“nonsense.” Much of the DFG’s case and the CDFA reasoning, which is
reflected in this study, suffers from the same defects. In particular, this

briefing finds:

> Ferrets have been domesticated for over 2,000 years. In the words of one
expert, “they can hardly catch a live mouse.” (page 6)

> Although the state agencies repeatedly claim that ferrets exist in the wild
and pose a threat of going feral, there are no feral populations in the
United States. The only feral population that definitely exists, which is
in New Zealand, was intentionally established more than 100 years ago.

(page 9) -

> It is certainly proper for the DFG to be concerned about the status of
endangered species, but since ferrets cannot exist in the wild, the risks
they pose in this area are negligible. Public policy should be made on
sound facts, not speculative “what ifs?” (page 7)

> Although the state claims ferrets are a threat to poultry, California’s two
major poultry associations have no memory of any problems with
ferrets. Poultry associations and university researchers in ten other states,
in which ferrets are legal pets, report no problems with ferrets as well.

(page 16)

> Although the CDHS study supposedly chronicled ferrets’ proclivities to
bite, it was so seriously flawed as to call into question any of its
conclusions. In addition. to soliciting stories and relying on hearsay
testimonials, the study lacked a benchmark with which to compare
incidence of ferret bites. Unfortunately, most animals bite occasionally.
The important question is “compared to what?” Comparing ferrets to
dogs, for 1978 to 1988 there were 44,000 serious dog bites and 12
serious ferret bites. Adjusted for population size, the incidence rate of
serious bites for dogs was 8.8 bites per year per 10,000 dogs and just
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.04 serious bites per year per 10,000 ferrets. ‘In other words, dogs were
over 200 times more likely to bite than ferrets. (page 15)

> The DFG and CDHS have fanned public fears about rabies and ferrets.
The facts, however, reveal these charges to be ethereal. There is a proven
rabies vaccine for ferrets, just as there is for dogs and cats. Experts
testify that it is highly unlikely for a ferret, which, unlike a dog or cat, is
a cage bound animal, to have contact with a carrier of rabies. Even in the
unlikely event that a pet ferret contracted this disease, ferrets do not
secrete rabies in their saliva, according to a study by the French National
Center for the Study of Rabies, so it is unclear how it would transmit it to
humans. From 1984 to 1990, according to the Centers for Disease
Control, there were 701 cases of rabid horses, 2,240 cases of rabid dogs,

© 2,310 cases of rabid cats, 3,395 cases of rabid cattle, and 10 cases of

rabid ferrets. (page 11) :

> The costs of the California’s prohibition of ferrets are both fiscal and
human. On the fiscal side, the state expends resources producing and
distributing reports maligning the ferret, and enforcing the ban. The DFG
expends law enforcement resources and the CDFA expends resources at
its border inspection stations. From 1980 to 1995, the number of ferrets
intercepted by the CDFA increased over 260 percent, from 70 to 256.

(page 18)

> The human costs include the anguish pet owners suffer when losing their
pets to law enforcement or when they must give up their family pet when
moving to California. In an extreme case, an individual was even
sentenced to jail for attempting to take a ferret into California. (page 19)

> Upon reviewing evidence, five other continental states which
- mis-classified the Domestic Ferret as wild have since legalized them as
pets since 1991. The last state to do so was Massachusetts in 19935.

(page 6)

Although this report deals with an endearing furry critter, the issues involved are
much larger than a person’s right to choose an appropriate pet. In refusing to
legalize ownership of the Domestie-Ferret, the- state-of California, primarily
through the Department of Fish and Game (DFG), has exhibited most of the
abuses of government power that occupied the minds of this nation’s founders
and, in recent years, has caused a serious erosion of pubic confidence in the
administrative state.
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Introduction

“Search and seizure may make sense if there’s a crocodile in the tub, or a cougar
in the closet -- but a ferret on the barcolounger . . . well, that’s what domestic
bliss is made of, and any government that interrupts such benign happiness is
going too far.”

Massachusetts Governor William Weld

The Domestic Ferret is an outlaw in California. Most likely the victim of a case
of mistaken identity with the wild European polecat, the Domestic Ferret (ferret)
was mis-classified in California as a wild animal in 1932. Anyone caught
owning or bringing a ferret into California has his or her pet confiscated, which
may be euthanized, and the owner faces fines and, in extreme cases, prison.!
This prohibition posed few problems for many years. But as ferrets have become
popular pets nationwide, California’s law is now causing senseless pain for an
increasing number of Californians and visitors from other states. The problems
are senseless because it is entirely within the power of the state, either
administratively or legislatively, to properly reclassify Domestic Ferrets as
domestic animals. The reasons that they aren’t and the machinations that the
state is using to prevent this reclassification, is the subject of this report.

Although this report deals with an endearing furry critter, the issues involved are
much larger than a person’s right to choose an appropriate pet. In refusing to
legalize ownership of the Domestic Ferret, the state of California, primarily
through the Department of Fish and Game (DFG), has exhibited most of the
abuses of government power that occupied the minds of this nation’s founders
and, in recent years, has caused a serious erosion of pubic confidence in the
administrative state. Specifically, by prohibiting ferret ownership the DFG
violates Californians’ constitutionally protected right to private property. In so
doing, it has wasted public resources in the enforcement of the ban on ferrets. It
has also wasted resources in its refusal to reclassify the ferrets, with the expense
of public hearings and position papers and reports that do such violence to the
facts that they are soon discarded under threat of legal action.
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History and Facts

“Facts are stubborn things -- and the facts are that 48 other states did their
research, reviewed the evidence, surveyed their sister states and have all legal-
ized or maintained the legality of the Domestic Ferret in their states -- and not
one has ever reversed its decision.”
Floyd Carley, November 2, 1995
Testimony to the Department of Fish and Game

The European Domestic Ferret (Mustela Putorius Furo) is a member of the
weasel family. Like the mink and the otter, it has short legs and a long furry -
body and weighs one to five pounds. Ferret enthusiasts characterize them as cats
without the attitude. The Domestic Ferret has been domesticated for at least
2,000 years. According to the authoritative Walker's Mammals of the World, the
Domestic Ferret “was bred in captivity as early as the fourth century B.C. Itis
usually tame and playful, and is used to control rodents and to drive rabbits from
their burrow. It is now found in captivity in much of the world.” There are
mentions of what are probably ferrets in Aristotle’s writings as well as in Greek

plays.

More than 155 authoritative books, government agencies, and experts classify the
ferret as a domestic animal.2 The American Museum of Natural History, The
Smithsonian Institution, the Zoological Society of San Diego, the New York
Zoological Society, and the American Veterinary Medical Association all classify the
ferret as a domesticated animal. Publications which categorize the ferret as domestic
include, F.E. Zeuner’s A History of Domesticated Animals, George Jennison's
Natural History: Animals, The Encyclopedia Britannica, Colliers Encyclopedia,
Comptons Encyclopedia & Fact Index, and the Encyclopedia of Mammals. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture considers the ferret domestic3 as do the vast majority of
the wildlife and agriculture departments in the other forty-nine states. Unlike other
cormon domesticated animals such as dogs, cats and horses which are also found in
the wild in what are called feral populations, letters from the Department of Fish and
Game or its equivzlent in all 50 states,* inclading California, conclude that

ferrets do not exist outside of human care in the United States. This is also the
conclusion of The U.S. Congressional Office of Technology Assessment, whose
publication included such feral animals as the cat, dog, goat, hog and horse but not
the ferret.5 In congruence with their domestic status, ferrets are accepted pets in
every continental state except California. The Pet Industries Joint Advisory Council
(PUJAC) estimates the United States’ ferret population at five million. Even in
California, where ferrets are illegal, the Department of Fish and Game estimated the
ferret population at upwards of 500,0006 in 1989. Ferrets Anonymous, a clandestine
group of law-breaking ferret owners, claims a membership of 2,200 Californians.
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The California Domestic Ferret Association mails its newsletter to nearly 5,000
California households.

The Domestic Ferret was mis-classified as a wild animal, despite its descriptive
name, in the early 1930s. Although the exact reason for the classification can’t
be definitively established, it is reasoned that the Domestic Ferret was confused
with its close relative, the European Polecat. At this same time, at least eight
other states mis-classified the Domestic Ferret as a wild animal as well. The
mis-classification didn’t cause many problems in an age in which government
was both smaller and less intrusive. But as ferrets became more popular as pets
and bureaucracies more emboldened, the pet owners began to clash with govern-
ment officials. In every state but California, this prompted an objective
investigation into the issue from which the final result was the proper
reclassification of the Domestic Ferret. The most recent states to reclassify the
ferret are Massachusetts in 1995, Michigan in 1994, Utah in 1993, New
Hampshire in 1992, Vermont in 1991 and Georgia in 1990. California is the last
holdout on the continent.

Just as we may never know why the Domestic Ferret was originally mis-
classified, we may also never know why the DFG has been so insistent on
considering the Domestic Ferret as a wild animal. Mistakes happen, which
explains the original mis-classification, but every other state corrected its
mistake. In the face of overwhelming evidence, the DFG remains resolute in its
error. One reason for this may be the familiar phenomenon of bureaucratic turf
hoarding. Although admittedly a small issue, if ferrets are reclassified as
domestic, the DFG will no longer have jurisdiction over them. As the
Legislative Intent Service has verified, the DFG was not created to have any
jurisdiction over domestic animals.” But whatever the reason, the price for
DFG’s intransigence is paid in broken hearts, citizen inconvenience, and wasted
government resources on justification and enforcement of the ban.

The Department of Fish and Game’s Case

“A distinguishing characteristic of these carnivores [Domestic Ferrets] is that

they are by nature very adept hunters.”
Boyd Gibbons, Director, CA Department of Fish & Game

“Domestic Ferrets will hardly catch a live mouse.”
M.E. Fowler, DVM, Professor, UC Davis School

of Veterinary Medicine

The DFG justification for its wild classification of what is considered a pet
worldwide,? has shifted over the years from “The Domestic Ferret is wild,” to,

“It could become wild (feral),” to “it must eat.”
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At first, the DFG claimed that the Domestic Ferret was really a wild animal. As
this position crumbled under an accumulation of facts, the DFG maintained that
while ferrets may not be wild, they could go feral. But this too, is untenable, as
ferrets have been domesticated so long that, according to experts in the field,
they can “hardly catch a live mouse.” Today, the DFG has fallen back on
perhaps the only truism it could muster on its side of the issue: that if they
escape, they must eat. That escaped ferrets must eat is said to be a threat to
California’s endangered species, such as the Kangaroo Rat. That escaped ferrets
must eat to survive is, of course, true. But it misses the other half of the picture.
After 2,000 years of domestication, ferrets have lost their hunting instincts and
are likely to starve in the wild if they don’t first fall prey to just about any
predator. -

That the Domestic Ferret is more likely to be prey than predator is borne out in
the federal government’s own effort to bolster the endangered Blackfooted Ferret
(a truly wild animal) population in Wyoming. In the 1980s, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, in an attempt to preserve a dwindling colony of Blackfooted
Ferrets, created a captive breeding program. Unfortunately, the ferrets bred in
captivity are not adept enough hunters to survive in the wild. In 1991, are-
introduction attempt in Shirley Basin, Wyoming, was less than successful. In
1994, 40 Blackfooted Ferrets were released in the C.M. Russell Wildlife Reserve
in Montana and another 40 were released in the Badlands Wildlife Reserve in
South Dakota. The thirty-day survivor rate of these colonies was roughly 15
percent. Jerry Godbey, 2 field biologist for these programs, attributed these
failures to two principal causes: predation by other animals and the loss of the
hunting ability after 10 years in captivity. According to Godbey, although the
captive ferrets were fed mink food and were carefully separated from any human
imprint, they still seem to be losing their hunting instinct and don’t know that
they are supposed to hunt prairie dogs when they are released. Hunting skills,
according to Godbey, are a combination of learned behavior and genetic
instincts. It was the genetic instincts that seem to be lost due to the captive
breeding. A 1995 release has been much more successful, with a thirty-day
survivor rate of 44 percent, due to a fence to keep out predators that feed on the
Blackfooted Ferret. Godbey also reports that he is having some success teaching
Blackfooted Ferrets how to hunt when they are young. Still, the U.S.
Government’s experience trying to revive the hunting skills of the Blackfooted
Ferret illustrates that ferrets can-be prey just as they are predators.

The DFG is right to be concerned about threats to endangered species posed by
household pets gone feral. But public policy should be made on sound facts, not
speculative “what ifs?” As this briefing will demonstrate, the facts available on
ferrets indicate that they are hardly a threat to California’s mice, much less the
Golden State’s treasured Kangaroo Rats. Even if it were a threat, as a domestic
animal, the DFG has no more right to control the ferret than the housecat. In
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fact the DFG recognizes that cats, which do go feral, hunt and breed in the wild,
pose a threat to wildlife and endangered species in particular instances. Sdll,
they do not control them because as a domestic animal they are private property.

Wild Ferrets or Wild Imaginations at the DFG

“Although proponents of Domestic Ferret ownership claim that through exten-
sive captive breeding ferrets have lost the ability to survive in the wild, no credi-
ble scientific evidence exists to support this claim.” 10

Boyd Gibbons, Director, CA Department of Fish & Game

The three main reasons the DFG gives to support the illegal status of the
Domestic Ferret are that ferrets could establish a feral (wild) population, that
ferrets could be vectors of disease, and that ferrets could endanger the safety of
children through vicious bites. The best way to investigate the merits of these claims
is to examine a letter dated March 30, 1994 by then-DFG director, Boyd Gibbons,
which was sent to every member of the Assembly explaining why Domestic Ferrets
are outlaws in California.!! An analysis of a California Department of Health
Services’ 1988 publication, Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to Public Health, Small
Livestock and Wildlife, is also instructive.!2

In the above statement taken from the March 30, 1994 letter, Mr. Gibbons
insinuates that proponents of Domestic Ferret ownership, if they are to satisfy his
so-called experts at the DFG, must prove a negative: that no ferrets exist in the
wild. With this standard of proof, it's surprising that any pets are legal in
California. Still, proof of this negative exists if Gibbons was willing to accept
authoritative published sources. Perhaps the world’s most authoritative source
on taxonomy, the ISIS Mammalian Taxonomic Directory lists the range of the
Domestic Ferret as “Domesticated,” meaning it is found in cages in homes, not
in the wild.13 :

Mr. Gibbons follows the above assertion with, “Cats and dogs which have also
been bred and kept as personal pets for hundreds of years clearly demonstrate
the ability to survive and establish populations in the wild.” Besides being a
complete non-sequitur, this statement begs the question: “If dogs and cats have
established feral populations; why doesn’tthe DFG prohibit their ownership?”
At any rate, Mr. Gibbons is guilty of confusing apples and oranges, or cats, dogs
and ferrets.

To date, ferrets have proven to be failures in the wild. They were domesticated
more than 2,000 years ago and experts (those on the DFG payroll excepted),
generally agree that they have long since lost the ability to survive outside
human care. The United States Public Health Service Centers for Disease
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Control, states “. . . stray ferrets do not appear capable of reproducing and
establishing themselves in the wild.”!4 The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection, concludes “lost ferrets are rarely found and usually
die soon after they escape.”!5 According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, “The
Domestic Ferret has been domesticated for a very long time and seldom survives
in the wild for more than a few days.”16

Mr. Gibbons claims that his letter was based on the latest information available
to the DFG. But if his experts would have bothered to query colleagues in the
48 states in which Domestic Ferrets are pets, they would have found out that
while there are an estimated 3 to 5 million Domestic Ferrets, there are no feral
populations in the United States.!7 In fact, the feral population on which
Gibbons relies is that of New Zealand’s, which was intentionally established
more than 100 years ago. This, it seems, is the most current information.

V.J. Fitzgerald, a professor of Biology at the University of Iowa, examined the
Domestic Ferret’s ability to survive in the wild in a 1988 paper entitled “The
Domestic Ferret as a Threat to Wildlife.”!8 Examining 11 characteristics that
facilitate the establishment of feral populations, Dr. Fitzgerald found that the
Domestic Ferret exhibited only one: that it is commensal with humans.
Domestic Ferret characteristics that work against the successful establishment of
wild populations include its trusting nature and falling “prey to any terrestrial
predator which is at least as big as a fox as well as birds of prey.” Fitzgerald
continues, “Domestic Ferrets, renown for their trusting nature around other
animals, are particularly susceptible to dogs, cats and hysterical humans. These
are the predators an escaped pet is most likely to encounter.” Fitzgerald also
found that ferrets, due to their breeding to hunt in concert with humans primarily
as flushers, are not very “proficient as predators.” Fitzgerald concluded, “Taken
in concert, information on the biology, recent history, and current status of the
Domestic Ferret lead to the conclusion that the fear of drastic ecological impacts
from the keeping of these animals in North America is an unwarranted
speculation.”

Gibbons' letter and the DFG position disregards this information. Mr. Gibbons
wrote: “Contrary to claims, numerous scientific reports document the existence
of feral populations of ferrets intentionally or accidentally released into the wild.
These reports : - come from-around-the world including England, Wales,
Scotland, mainland Europe, Eurasia, several Mediterranean Islands, New
Zealand and the United States.” This is quite an assertion and the DFG has
failed, despite repeated requests from individuals including this author, to
produce these reports. A little research indicates that the DFG is basing this
claim on passages in Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard to Public Health, Small
Livestock and Wildlife from the CDHS. But after tracking down the sources
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cited in this publication, it is not clear whether the feral populations discussed
are of Domestic Ferrets or Fitch-Ferrets, which are a cross-breed of polecats and
ferrets, whether they were established intentionally, as is the case in New
Zealand, or serendipitously, or whether they even still exist.

The only citation which appears to have merit is New Zealand, which is a special
case. Fitzgerald writes:

The perfect conditions for the establishment of a feral ferret population
would accommodate their biological limitations. The ideal region for
introduction would have moderate climate, a superabundance of
preferred prey (rabbits or possibly rats) and be devoid of competitors
and possible predators. The ferret population introduced would be large
and the introductions repeated frequently. 19

This is exactly the situation in New Zealand. Faced with an wild rabbit
population that was wreaking economic havoc on ranchers, the New Zealand
government set up a program to intentionally establish a wild population of
ferrets to control the rabbits. From 1882 to 1912, the New Zealand Department
of Agriculture released hundreds to thousands of ferrets annually. Even under
these conditions, however, the ferret was unable to proliferate in the wild. This
caused the Chief Rabbit Inspector to recommend the importation of stoats and
weasels, two truly wild animals, to do the job. Today, the Domestic Ferret isa
legal pet in New Zealand and feral populations are found only in areas dense
with rabbits. In Australia, where there is an abundance of rabbits and where
thousands of ferrets have no doubt escaped from hunters into the wild, no feral
population of ferrets has ever been established.

Instead of traveling halfway around the globe and back in time 100 years to find
an example, the DFG should look at the rest of the country for feral ferrets. It
could also look to the Blackfooted Ferret re-introduction program in Montana
and Wyoming which illustrates that even wild ferrets, after a few years of
captivity, can lose their ability to hunt successfully while avoiding predation.

A DFG Ferret Fact Sheet, dated March 25, 1994, and released with Gibbons' let-
ter, cites an example of a feral population on the San Juan Islands in Washington
State. This is an extremely duplicitous representation of reality. Not only were
the ferrets intentionally introduced to control the European Hare population on
this island, a fact which wasn’t acknowledged by the so-called fact sheet, but
they died out approximately ten years ago, unable to survive in the wild.20 This
San Juan example, too, appears to come from the CDHS'’s so-called study, which
states “Presently, a feral ferret population exists on San Juan Island, Washington,
where the animals feed on introduced European rabbits, native animals, and
possibly barnyard fowl.”2!
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In a letter dated April 14, 1988, eight months prior to the CDHS'’s publication of
its study, Dr. Thomas C. Juelson, the Nongame Program Manager for
Washington State’s Department of Wildlife, wrote, “I have questioned a number
of persons on the subject of feral ferrets in Washington . . . to the best of my
knowledge, there are no ferrets living in Washington that prey upon native
wildlife.” Dr. Juelson continued, “I am convinced that the only way a European
ferret can survive in the wild in Washington is in conjunction with the
concentration of an exotic colonial species, such as the European rabbit.”22 So -
much for DFG or, for that matter, the CDHS, relying on the latest facts.

Disease of the Body, Spirit or Mind?
“Is there a “proven” vaccine to prevent rabies? No.” K
.Department of Fish and Game Ferret Fact Sheet, March 25, 1994

“Rhone Merieux is the manufacturer of IMRAB, a killed rabies vaccine which
has been approved by the USDA for use in six species of animals, included
ferrets. It has come to our attention that your Department has been publishing
false and misleading information . . . we ask that you cease and desist any
further publications or commentary which do not accurately reflect the proven
efficacy or safety or our IMRAB product. We also request that you issue
retraction of your statements.”

Letter from Donald G. Hildebrand, President, Rhone

Merieux to Boyd Gibbons, dated April 6, 1994

With few facts on its side, the DFG has resorted to fanning public fears of dis-
ease. Although Gibbons said his letter and presumably his fact sheet were based
on the latest information, his expert staff was unable to uncover even this basic
fact, which was no doubt just a phone call away to a veterinarian. Or perhaps
one of his experts could have called The American Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals. When asked about the threat of rabies in ferrets, Roger A.
Caras, the president of this group, responded:

I pointed out that it was such an unlikely scenario that unless an owner
had the disease and bit his ferret, it would be difficult to imagine how a
housebound and frequently cage-bound animal could become exposed to
the disease. - | suppose it.is-possible that.a cat.or a dog in the same
household might bring it back in, but the ferret would not then be the
principal source of concern since the cat or dog would be symptomatic

first.

Even in the unlikely event that a pet ferret contracted rabies from a wild animal,
according to a study by the French National Center for the Study of Rabies,
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ferrets do not secrete rabies in their saliva, so it is unclear how it would transmit
the rabies to humans.23

Some real facts on rabies and animals. From 1984 to 1990, according to the
Centers for Disease Control, there were 701 cases of rabid horses, 2,240 cases of
rabid dogs, 2,310 cases of rabid cats, 3,395 cases of rabid cattle, and 10 cases of
rabid ferrets.24

In addition to fanning fears of rabid ferrets, the DFG also claims that “ferrets
carry Aleutian disease, which is caused by a parvovirus and is rapidly fatal to
mink.” Again, ferrets would have to get this disease from contacting mink in the
wild. Since, as established above, few ferrets are found in the wild, it.is highly
improbable that this issue could ever become a problem. Ferrets are also
susceptible to distemper, which is a common disease among dogs. But unlike
dogs, ferrets die quickly from distemper so are unable to pass it along. They can
also be inoculated against it. It is true that ferrets, like all living things, are
susceptible to disease. But like much of the DFG’s case, this begs the question:
So what?

Ferret Bites and other CDHS Ghost Stories

“Ferrets were developed by man from polecats, which have a reputation for
being extremely bloodthirsty, killing far more than they can devour and
indiscriminately attacking any and all animals within range . . . The savage
characteristics of polecats were highly valued and emphasized in man’s selective
breeding and development of ferrets . . . Man's development of ferrets to be a
* more ferocious and effective predator than its polecat progenitor cannot be
construed to be a form of domestication like that of animals designed to be pets,
beast of burden, or food animals.” %
Pet European Ferrets: A Hazard 1o Public Health,
Small Livestock and Wildlife,
California Department of Health Services

“As pets, ferrets are similar to domestic cats in many ways. Like cats, they are
fastidious in their toilet, self-training easily to a litter box or paper. Their
behavior is docile and cat-like, unlike that which would be expected of a normal
wild mustelid.” 26

United States Public Health Service, Centers for Disease Control

In its full court press to keep ferrets illegal in California, the DFG, with the help
of the California Department of Health Services, is distorting at least three other
issues. First, that ferrets are prone to bite and pose a heightened danger to
children, in comparison with other pets. Second, that ferrets are burdening
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Humane Societies in other states and will do the same in California. Third, that
ferrets pose a risk to barnyard poultry.

Before we examine the merits of these specific claims, it is important that we
step back and examine the tone and accuracy of the whole report. As we shall
soon see, while ferrets do indeed bite on occasion like most animals, are
susceptible to diseases like all mammals, and may eat chicken if fed to them in
pellet form in their cage, the CDHS report is so full of exaggeration, hyperbole,
and inaccuracies that it is hardly a reliable source for gauging the magnitude of
any risk ferrets may pose to children, adults or farm animals. ‘

It is not clear why the CDHS expended public resources researching, writing, and
producing this report, although the fact that other state agencies, the DFG and the
Department of Agriculture, asked for a report is mentioned twice in the report.?
From the tone of the report, illustrated by the quotes above, it is clear that this report
was much less of a scientific inquiry than an intellectual hatchet job on the ferret. In
fact, reading this report calls to mind the classic government propaganda turned cult
film “Reefer Madness,” which so exaggerated the very real dangers marijuana
smoking posed that it singlehandedly discredited government information on this
subject for at least a whole generation.

Besides its sensational tone, the portion of the report which purports to be a
scientific inquiry into the incidence of ferret attacks, suffers from severe
methodological defects which preclude it from being taken seriously as a
scientific document. These defects include: the lack of a control group, such as
cat or dog bites, with which to compare ferret bites; deficiencies in methods of
collecting data; use of anecdotal and retrospective reports; failure to define
terminology; and biased analysis.2® In fact, this report was so biased that one of
the sources of information from which it was supposedly based, Dr. Graham
Wellstead, wrote a six page critique of the document which, among other things,
called portions of the report “nonsense.”?? ’

A few brief examples of slights of truth should suffice before we get to the
specific “threats” ferrets supposedly pose. According to the scholars at the
CDHS:

“At this-time, the-available-information suggests that if feral ferret
populations exist in California, they may not yet be beyond control. It must
be emphasized, though, that feral ferrets abound in other states with climates
far more severe than occurs in most of California . . .”30

As we have already shown, contrary to CDHS assertions, there are no feral
populations of ferrets in the United States.
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The CDHS also asserted, “Presently, a feral ferret population exists on San Juan
Island, Washington, where the animals feed on introduced European rabbits,
native animals and possibly barnyard fowl.”3! Even if this statement were true,
it would be intentionally misleading for its sin of omission: Not disclosing the
fact that ferrets were intentionally introduced on San Juan Island, as in New
Zealand, to control a rabbit population. But, as we have shown above, the
statement that “a feral ferret population exists,” is simply wrong. This must
either be attributed to poor research or pure duplicity.

In another outright inversion of the truth, the CDHS report states,

Ferrets, and other introduced predators, now feed on native animals and
have contributed to the extinction of 20 species of endemic New Zealand
birds and have pushed many others to the brink of extinction.32

This fact, which has been cited by politicians as evidence of the need to keep
ferrets out of California, is simply untrue. The only thing that saves it from
being a bald lie, is the use of “and other introduced species.” Here’s what the
supposed source of this fact did state:

There is not a single known extinction or diminution in New Zealand that
can be regarded as definitively and solely due to any of the mustelids
[ferrets, weasels and stoats], despite all that has been written about them
as agents of terrible destruction . . . Overseas the story is the same; only
one percent of the 163 extinctions, recorded from islands all over the
world since 1600, have been attributed to mustelids, compared with 26
percent attributed to cats and 54 percent to rats. 33

Again, whether this mistreatment of the facts was due to poor research, a
shallow grasp of the facts or pure duplicity must be left to conjecture. It is clear,
however, that this report is a tainted document, one which gets as high marks for
inflated rhetoric as it gets low marks for its factual accuracy. As such, although
its data collection cannot be reproduced or checked in any reasonable time
frame, a healthy dose of skepticism, especially in regards to retrospective stories,
appears advisable.

A central contention of the CDHS report is that ferrets pose a hazard to children
because they bite. To support this claim, they came up with 452 ferret bites (it
uses the word “attack”) from 1978 through 1987. Of these bites, 64 were on
infants. While it is certainly tragic when someone gets bitten by a ferret or any
other animal, these statistics, as presented in this report, are egregiously
misleading. The question that must be asked is, compared to what? As already
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stated, the CDHS report didn’t provide a control group. It did, however, make
this statement:

Ferrets that have undergone training not to bite persons find a near
parallel with other wild species that have received similar rearing

or training. All such species are characterized by a relatively high
frequency of biting compared to dogs, and some (e.g., wolves, wolf-dog
hybrids, coyotes, raccoons and ocelots) have killed human infants and/or
eaten their tissues 3* (emphasis added).

Again, we find characteristically poor research or duplicity. Compared to dogs,
which few people would propose we outlaw due to their threat to children,
ferrets look pretty good, something the CDHS should have reported if they had
bothered to check. From 1978 to 1988, according to the Journal of Veterinary
Medicine, serious bite injuries for dogs were recorded at 44,000 per year and 12
per year for ferrets. When corrected for the relative sizes of the populations, we
find that dogs are more than 200 times more likely to bite than ferrets. Using
population figures of 50 million dogs and 3 million ferrets we find that bite
incidence rate for dogs is 8.8 serious bites per year per 10,000 dogs. The rate for
ferrets is .04 serious bites per year per 10,000 ferrets.33

This is not to say that ferrets won’t ever bite. Like all animals they do bite on
occasion and care should be taken when they are around infants, just as it is with
cats and dogs. But many of the sensational stories contained in CDHS report
probably reflect as much parental neglect as ferret viciousness. Indeed, Lee
Wittek, a Carson City Animal Control Officer, testifies, “From my own
experience, I know that ferrets are significantly less dangerous to children than
dogs,” something which is borne out by data. He continued, “I will state
categorically that my own knowledge of ferret behavior would indicate that there
would have to be a great deal of gross parental irresponsibility for any child to
be seriously injured by a ferret.”36 Putting it in proper perspective, Dr. Wellstead,
a supposed source for the CDHS report, wrote: '

Ferrets do not, in my experience slash and bite in a frenzy of rapid fire
bites. If a ferret does bite it is most usually a single hold bite producing
the typical lock hold of the mustelid, and that of many breeds of dog. I
view the situation where infants have been left with ferrets as a very
serious dereliction of parental duty. I would not leave an infant, or
young child alone with a ferret, a cat, a dog, a large parrot, or even a
pet rodent such as a gerbil 3

Next, in a naked political move to align agricultural interests against ferrets, the
CDHS trumped up the issue of ferrets as a threat to “small livestock,” primarily
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poultry. In a deliberate conflation with polecats, which will kill livestock, the
report states:

In addition to killing native animals, polecats also have been reported to
ravage small livestock, such as rabbits and poultry. . . Feral ferrets
behave as polecats and have been known to engage in wholesale
slaughtering of livestock.38

California’s two main poultry associations and their members don’t seem to
harbor the same fears as the CDHS. The California Poultry Industry Federation
writes “our board felt allowing domestic ferrets to be owned as pets will not
threaten or hurt the California poultry industry.”® The Pacific Egg & Poultry
Association also had “little to no concern” about the prospect of ferrets
becoming legal pets in California.40

Recalling that Domestic Ferrets are accepted pets in every continental state
except California, if they are a threat to California poultry they too should
already be harming poultry industries in other states. This is decidedly not the
case. Letters inquiring about ferret related problems to universities and poultry
associations in ten other states were all responded to in the negative. That is, not
one of the organizations which responded could even recall ever having a ferret
related problem.4!

Still, the CDHS report served at least one purpose. It gave ferret opponents in
the DFG a study to cite. It also seemingly convinced the California Department
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) that ferrets pose a threat to the CDFA’s ’
constituency. When asked for its position on ferrets, the CDFA replied with a
letter that closely mirrored the CDHS report. “Ferrets are potential agriculture
pests because they are known to prey on commercial poultry,” stated the CDFA
in explanation of its opposition to ferret ownership.42 The CDFA also cited
ferrets’ alleged tendency to feast on endangered species and their proclivity to
attack humans. “Obviously, pet ferrets that escape or which are released into the
wild represent a serious risk to California’s agriculture and environment. A third
consideration is that they also represent a health risk to humans,” the CDFA
letter concluded.*3

Finally, there is the false issue of ferret overcrowding at local Humane Societies,
an issue independent of the CDHS report. Mr. Michael Winikoff of the Humane
Society of the United States, a national lobbying organization with loose, if any
ties, to local Humane Societies, testified at the Fish and Game Commission’s
November 2, 1995 meeting that “Ferrets are not going to animal control
agencies. They are going to Humane Societies,” which, he said, “can’t afford
it.” He stated that local Humane Societies were having to go back to members
to ask for more money to handle all the ferrets that were coming in. “Humane
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Societies are across the country and they do not want ferrets,” Mr. Winikoff
implored.#

Faced with similar accusations, ferret enthusiasts did what the DFG rarely does,
they investigated. Surveying 48 animal control agencies in 1994, of which 21
were Humane Societies, in 29 states in which ferrets are legal, they found that
while the average number of animals received each year ranged from 5,000 to
60,000, the number of ferrets received each year, on average, was less than
seven. Not one of these organizations cited ferrets as a problem. When asked
about the impact of ferrets on their operation, the only four words used in
response were “little,” “insignificant,” “negligible,” and “none.”

Sample responses include:

> Receive less than ten per year. “Have waiting list for ferrets.” Humane
Society of Boise, Idaho;

> “Most ferrets claimed by owners. Others quickly adopted.” Humane
Society of Great Falls, Montana;

«Find Homes for all of them.” South Oregon Humane Society; and

> 1 to 2 per year -- “All adopted out.” Women’s Humane Society of
Philadelphia.

So much for Mr. Winikoff’s ferret-driven Humane Society crisis. It seems that
this is similar to the CDHS poultry crisis.

Costs: Both Fiscal and Human

“Aren’t there more important and sensible laws to be madé than the one which

robs both children and adults of a loving relationship with a harmless pet such
as a ferret? Where is your heart, California?

Letter from Brenda Sheppard, whose stepson had

his ferret “Trouble” confiscated at the California border

“August 1st I am going to jail in Blythe California for four days for bringing my
pets with me to my mother’s house. I could take them to 48 other states but I just
happened to go to summer school in California. So now I'm going to jail . . .
But it is still worth it, because 1 loved my pets. If you want to know how I feel,
let someone shoot your family dog, cat or horse. Then you'll know.” : .
Letter from Brent Utley, who was convicted of
ferret ownership at the California border
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“How can I take my children to the local pet store where they witness a 20 foot
long python suffocating a little rabbit for food and see all of these horrible
deadly poisonous tarantulas from South America as “legal” but their two cute
little loving, playful, docile ferrets that are completely harmless to anyone and
anything as “illegal?”
Letter from Sharon Bittle, whose pets “Rascal and
Bandit” were being shipped to Tennessee to avoid being euthanized

“Most of the laws we, or any law enforcement agency, enforce were enacted
based on need, facts, public pressure, etc. The law regarding ferrets is based on
none of that. Instead, it is based on lies, rumors, misinformation, dishonesty and
self-serving interests, which we stand against.”
Letter from Dave Allen, President, Deputy Sheriffs’
Association of San Mateo County

The DFG’s intransigence certainly produces fiscal costs. The Department of
Food and Agriculture must enforce the ban at its inspection stations. From 1980
to 1995, the number of interceptions has increased more than 260 percent, from
70 to 256. While the Department of Agriculture won’t put a price on enforcing
this policy, it no doubt exists. Similarly, the CDHS spent a considerable sum
producing its report and still spends money distributing it. The DFG itself has
squandered public resources holding meetings, producing supposed fact-sheets
and writing letters in opposition to the legalization of ferrets. It also wastes
money enforcing the law, sending as many as five law enforcement officers to a
single “ferret bust.” All this expenditure is unnecessary and the Department of
Agriculture excepted, these agencies should be embarrassed to have wasted
public resources in what can only be seen as a poorly planned and researched
public relations campaign. These costs notwithstanding, however, the most
important costs are non-monetary. These costs are incurred by individuals who
have to forgo plans of moving to California in order to keep their pets, suffer the
anguish of having their houses raided as if they were selling drugs, and suffer the
emotional distress that comes from the untimely and artificial loss of a beloved
pet. In an extreme case, the cost was even a jail sentence.

Occasionally, the human and fiscal costs intersect, as was the case in Fresno, on
November 26, 1995. On this date, llona T. Maggard -- after having placed an ad
in the local paper “Found: Exotic Animal” a few days earlier -- found herself
facing two Fresno Police officers and three Fish and Game Wardens armed with
a search warrant. Although her ferrets greeted the officers and surrendered
uneventfully, according to Ms. Maggard the officers proceeded to ransack her
home, searching her kitchen cabinets, her children’s closets and dresser drawers.
They opened sealed boxes, looked through picture albums and even threatened to
break the locked door of her motorhome, the key for which was safely with her
husband. One can only wonder how many grams of cocaine were sold in Fresno
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during the two hours the two police officers were occupied with this search. Or,
for that matter, how many duck hunters bagged a few over the limit or how
many deer were poached, while the game wardens were busy confiscating a
couple of ferrets.

Consider the case of Brent Utley, the Arizona resident who, headed to California
for summer school but neglected to check California’s statutes to discover that
his two pets were considered contraband in the Golden State. After being turned
back at the California border, Utley, like many other vacationers who make the
mistake of taking their pets along, faced the unpalatable options of returning
home to find a ferret sitter or trying again to cross the border. Utley, in his
enthusiastic youth, chose the latter, made a run for the border and was caught.
For this, a judge demanded three years probation and $500. Utley, unable to pay,
was sentenced to four days in jail. He actually spent only one night as the jailers
came to their senses upon press coverage.

There are many people who simply can’t, or won’t, move to California as it
necessitates either giving up the beloved family pet or becoming a criminal,
subject to police raids. Thus while Governor Wilson and the California Trade
and Commerce Agency are working tirelessly to attract new and keep existing
businesses in California, the DFG’s senseless regulations are repelling
prospective Californians.

“I’ve tried to instill in my sons a sense of respect for our country’s system of
laws and authority,” writes Sondria Stephens, a Washington D.C. resident and
ferret owner who needed to move to California because of her job. “The boys
and I often talk about how laws are made to protect our rights and the rights of
others or to protect our safety. I'm teaching my sons to grow up to be
responsible, law-abiding citizens,” Stephens continued. “I'm at a loss when 1
come across a regulation such as the one in California that I can’t understand
myself, let alone explain to my sons. We’ve owned Max for two years and now
we have to give him up -- why?” Stephens asked. “No one’s rights are being
infringed upon by our having Max as a pet here in Virginia. Why is it any
different in California? Or should I give in and decide to break the law by
‘smuggling’ him into California like so many other ferret owners in California?
That’s not what I want to teach my kids!!”

Bad law, as Ms. Stephens attests, undermines public respect for the rule of law,
which is corrosive in a free and democratic society. As evidenced by the law
enforcement officer’s quote, this law doesn’t even garner the respect of some of
the very people bound by duty to enforce it.
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Conclusion

“It is always difficult to take on a government bureaucracy. They can spend
their 8 hour days and our money causing havoc for good people who must battle
them on time borrowed from their jobs, businesses, families and friends.”

Ferret supporter in letter to then-State Senator Tom Campbell

In our democracy, government administrators serve the people, the people are
not subjects of the administrators, elected or otherwise. While the legal status of
the Domestic Ferret is not one of the larger issues facing our republic, the abuses
of government power and squandering of public resources point to a larger
problem of an administrative state that often forgets its purpose. There is
nothing more repugnant in a democracy than public officials who use public
money to mislead the public. Unfortunately, that appears to be the case with the
Department of Fish and Game and the California Department of Health Services
in their war against the Domestic Ferret. Like Bill Murray who will stop at
nothing short of blowing up the golf course with dynamite to kill groundhogs in
the classic comedy movie Caddyshack, the DFG seems to be driven by an
age-old grudge against the ferret. This grudge has prevented it from fulfilling its
mission of providing scientifically-derived analysis and management of the
state’s wildlife. Indeed, the DFG seems impervious to the facts on this issue.
Given that there are already 500,000 ferrets in California and that there is neither
a feral population here nor anywhere else in the United States, the DFG should
immediately reclassify the Domestic Ferret as domestic and legalize its
ownership. Indeed, as the DFG has been dragging its feet, six other states have
already legalized the ferret since 1982. If they continue to resist this simple
administrative move, the legislature should overrule them and reestablish the
proper rule of authority in our Democracy.
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FERRETS ON SAN JUAN ISLANDS

"Reports and phone conversations with Washington State Departments of Agriculture and Game
verify continuing existence of a viable population of feral ferrets on the San Juan Islands,
Washington. Presently that population is increasing to the point of serious problems.
Washington State Game Department is considering a program of ferret reduction at this time."

Eldridge G. Hunt, Chief
Wildlife Management Division
California Department of Fish & Game
Memorandum to Pete Bonadelli

Chief Deputy Director

Dept. of Fish & Game

May 13, 1986

"I am prepared to state that, to the best of my knowledge, there are no ferrets living in
Washington that prey upon native wildlife.

I understand that there have been attempts to use ferrets to control populations of exotic
European rabbits on San Juan and Hat Islands of Puget Sound. ..... Those rabbit populations
dramatically decreased a few years ago, and I have been unable to find anyone who has observed

a ferret there since.”

Thomas C. Juelson, Ph.D.
Nongame Program Manager
State of Washington
Department of Wildlife
Letter, April 14, 1988

Ferrets\SanJuan.stm
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