LegalizeFerrets.org
PO Box 1480
La Mesa, CA 91944
619-303-0645

June 8, 2017
La Mesa City Councilmember Colin Parent
Dear Mr. Parent,
[bookmark: _GoBack]
I would like to put an unusual request in front of the La Mesa City Council. Declare La Mesa a Sanctuary City for ferrets. 
This is obviously a very odd request but I have plenty of reasons to make it, and keeping in mind; all politics are local.
Domestic ferrets are legal pets in 48 states and most of the world. Seldom does any kind of problem arise with them. The effort to legalize ferrets in California began around 1988. Since then all states except California and Hawaii have legalized them.
California has been an exception to this trend and the California Fish and Game Commission dug in their heels long ago. We had some hope that the new Commission would give us a hearing but we have just exhausted our efforts in front of them.
Specifically, we pushed two petitions for regulation change which the Commission heard and rejected. The first was to simply remove ferrets from the prohibited species list. When that was denied we requested that the Fish and Game Commission resume issuing permits for ferrets as they had done for neutered male ferrets prior to 1985.
Fish and Game Commission Response
	Section 2118, Fish &Game Code;
671, T14

	Requests FGC issue permits for ferrets under certain circumstances.

	Deny: FGC has previously indicated that it will not authorize wild animals to be possessed as pets.




At the most recent Fish and Game Commission meeting; April 26th in Van Nuys, the audience laughed at the Fish and Game Commission for calling ferrets “wild animals.” People are more familiar with this issue and when non-ferret people laughed at the Commission it had an effect.

Two days later F&G President Eric Sklar called me. He said the issue was more complicated than I knew and he set up a time for a more at length conversation.

He said that yes, everyone at Fish and Game knows that ferrets are not wild animals. He doesn’t care if people have them or not. And he doesn’t like the current policy of “Don’t ask – don’t tell.

But, he explained that their hands are tied on ferrets because it would require a full-blown EIR. He said that we would have to pay $200,000 but when all finished it would be $600,000.

And afterwards the Commission would be sued by environmental groups opposing it. He said that is a position that neither they nor us wish to be in.

Our best option he said is to find a legislator. I asked him to put that in writing so we could send that to legislators and he called back saying “No” to that request.

We’ve been trying to find a legislator since 2004 when Governor Schwarzenegger vetoed a ferret legalization bill, calling for an EIR before he would sign it.

(Enclosed is a preliminary EIR presented to the Fish and Game Commission in 2010. It was not accepted until this year. We can’t do an EIR without a lead agency and the Fish and Game Commission has refused to be the lead agency.)

With the top two primary system in California the legislature is full of pragmatists with very few idealists. Our previous supporters were either far left or far right. Now legislators usually won’t even talk to us. The ferret issue has a negative connotation in the legislature; a fringe issue when the state is usually in dire straits of one sort or the other.

We have asked every legislator again this year and got no takers.  

I believe President Sklar knew that would be our outcome again this year and he has successfully gotten rid of us.

But we’re not going anywhere. Our ranks continue to grow.

The Fish and Game position that ferrets are at least officially wild animals and therefore illegal must change. We’ve tried every conceivable path towards legalization; legislative, regulative, in the courts and even a ballot initiative.

The plain fact is that we the people don’t have enough political power to change this unjust law. 

I am officially asking you to put my request – declare La Mesa a sanctuary city for ferrets on the city council agenda.

If the people are supposed to have power over their government, and not the other way around – this is a great hope. Imagine the city of La Mesa agreeing with us. The Fish and Game Commission shouldn’t even have jurisdiction over a domestic animal and they are perpetrating an injustice. 

While the issue is symbolic it would show that we, the average people do have power, at least at the local level. And that is how things change.

Thank you for the consideration,



Pat Wright
LegalizeFerrets.org
